Natural Selection Gary Giddins
On Comedy Film Music And
Books

Natural Selection: Gary Giddins
on Comedy, Film Music, and
Books

Gary Giddins, a prolific writer and critic celebrated for his insightful
analyses of jazz and film, offers a unique lens through which to examine
the often-overlooked interplay between comedy, film music, and the
broader cultural narratives found in books. While he doesn't explicitly
frame his work around a concept of "natural selection" in a Darwinian
sense, the underlying principles of survival, adaptation, and evolution of
comedic styles and musical scores in film provide a compelling
framework for understanding his critical perspective. This exploration
will examine Giddins' contributions, focusing on how his insightful
commentary reveals the "natural selection" of comedic forms, musical
choices, and narrative structures in film and literature.

Giddins' Critical Lens: A Symphony of
Laughter and Sound

Giddins' writing consistently demonstrates a deep understanding of the
intricate relationship between narrative, music, and humor. He
masterfully dissects the techniques employed by comedic filmmakers,
demonstrating how successful comedic formulas often evolve and adapt
to changing social and cultural contexts. This evolutionary process,
mirroring natural selection, sees some comedic tropes thrive while
others fade into obscurity. For example, his analyses of classic screwball
comedies might highlight how their rapid-fire dialogue and witty
repartee, once wildly popular, have been adapted and reinterpreted in
modern comedic films, showcasing a form of "natural selection" at play.
Analyzing the evolution of slapstick, for instance, demonstrates how it's
constantly being refined and repurposed, reflecting the changing tastes
of audiences and evolving cinematic technology.

The Music of Laughter: Scoring Comedy's
Evolution

A crucial element of Giddins' critical approach lies in his keen attention
to film music. He doesn't merely describe the scores; he unpacks their
function within the comedic narrative. He often highlights how the
music subtly shapes the audience's perception of humor, enhancing
comedic timing, building suspense, or even undercutting the joke for
ironic effect. This analysis mirrors the concept of "natural selection" in
that certain musical styles and approaches prove more effective in
enhancing comedic narratives, leading to their wider adoption and
influence on subsequent films. The successful use of musical cues in
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comedy signifies their "survival" and propagation within the cinematic
landscape. Giddins' work often showcases examples of this, comparing
and contrasting the musical choices in different eras and genres of
comedy, revealing how musical styles themselves evolve and adapt to
the changing needs of comedic storytelling.

Literary Echoes: Comedy in Books and on
Screen

Giddins' insights into film comedy aren't confined to the cinematic
realm. His writing frequently draws parallels between cinematic humor
and literary traditions, acknowledging that successful comedic formulas
often transcend media. He may, for example, trace the lineage of a
particular comedic trope from a classic novel to its adaptation on screen,
demonstrating how certain narrative structures prove more resilient and
adaptable than others. This highlights a similar "natural selection"
process—where certain narrative structures, character archetypes, and
comedic techniques are selected and refined through repeated use and
adaptation across different media, reflecting their inherent effectiveness
in eliciting laughter. The survival of these comedic elements speaks to
their enduring appeal and power.

The Adaptability of Humor: A Continuous
Process

The overarching theme emerging from Giddins' work is the remarkable
adaptability of comedy. Humour isn’t static; it constantly evolves,
adapts, and mutates to reflect the changing sensibilities of each
generation. This inherent flexibility, this ability to survive and thrive in
diverse cultural contexts, mirrors the fundamental principles of natural
selection. Certain comedic styles might become dominant for a period,
but eventually, audiences’ tastes shift, leading to the rise of new
comedic approaches. Giddins’ insights demonstrate this ongoing
evolutionary process, highlighting the continuous interplay between
audience reception and the production of comedic content.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy of Critical
Insight

Gary Giddins' insightful analyses of film, music, and literature provide a
rich tapestry of understanding regarding the dynamic relationship
between comedy, music, and narrative. While not explicitly framing his
work within the language of "natural selection," his critical approach
implicitly highlights the evolutionary pressures and adaptations that
shape comedic styles, musical choices, and narrative structures in film
and beyond. His legacy lies not only in his deep appreciation for artistic
expression but also in his ability to unveil the subtle mechanics of what
makes certain comedic approaches thrive while others fade away.

FAQ:

Q1: How does Gary Giddins' writing differ from other film critics?

Al: Giddins distinguishes himself through his multi-faceted approach.
He doesn't solely focus on plot or acting; he masterfully interweaves his
analysis of music, narrative structure, and the broader cultural context,
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enriching his interpretations and revealing deeper layers of meaning
within comedic films. This holistic approach sets him apart from critics
who might concentrate primarily on individual elements rather than
their interconnectedness.

Q2: What are some examples of comedic tropes Giddins might
analyze through an evolutionary lens?

A2: Giddins' analysis might cover various comedic tropes' evolution:
slapstick, evolving from silent film's physical comedy to more nuanced
forms; screwball wit, adapting from rapid-fire dialogue to contemporary
sarcasm; or the use of irony, which continually reinvents itself across
different comedic genres. He might track their adaptation across
different eras and cultures, showing how they've "survived" and
"evolved" based on audience reception and cinematic technology.

Q3: How does music play a significant role in Giddins' analysis of
comedy?

A3: Music isn't just a backdrop in Giddins' perspective; it's an active
participant in the comedic experience. He analyzes how musical choices
enhance, subvert, or even create comedic moments. The score's timing,
instrumentation, and style are all dissected to reveal their contribution
to the overall comedic effect. This approach showcases how certain
musical approaches are "selected" and utilized based on their
effectiveness in shaping comedic responses.

Q4: Does Giddins' work have practical applications for
filmmakers?

A4: Absolutely. Giddins' deep understanding of comedic mechanics,
musical cues, and narrative structures offers valuable insights for
filmmakers. By studying his analyses, filmmakers can gain a more
nuanced understanding of comedic timing, audience expectations, and
the interplay between music and narrative, leading to more effective
comedic storytelling.

Q5: How does Giddins connect film comedy to literature?

A5: Giddins often draws connections between comedic elements in film
and their literary counterparts, tracing the evolution of comedic tropes
and narrative structures across media. He might analyze how a comedic
device used in a novel is adapted and reinterpreted on screen,
showcasing the continuity and evolution of comedic techniques. This
interdisciplinary approach emphasizes the universal aspects of humor
and its adaptability across different forms of media.

Q6: Where can I find Gary Giddins' work?

A6: Giddins' work is widely available in various publications, books, and
online archives. His books, including those dedicated to jazz and film
criticism, provide in-depth analyses relevant to this topic. Searching for
"Gary Giddins film criticism" or "Gary Giddins jazz writing" will yield a
wide range of articles and essays.

Q7: What is the overall impact of Giddins' critical perspective?

A7: Giddins’ insightful critiques enhance our appreciation of comedy and
film music. His work encourages a deeper engagement with the artistry
of comedic filmmaking and the subtle yet significant impact of musical
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scores. His approach elevates the understanding of comedic narrative as
a dynamic and evolving entity, constantly adapting and reinventing itself
in response to changing cultural landscapes.

Q8: What are some future implications of Giddins’ approach?

A8: Giddins’ holistic approach to film analysis might inspire future
studies that explore the interplay between other art forms and cinematic
narrative, such as visual art or dance. Furthermore, his method of
examining the evolutionary aspects of comedic techniques could be
applied to other genres beyond comedy, broadening our understanding
of the dynamic and ever-changing nature of cinematic storytelling.

Natural Selection: Gary Giddins on Comedy
Film Music and Books

Gary Giddins, a renowned jazz critic and author, possesses a keen eye
for the delicates of artistic expression. His prolific oeuvre extends
beyond jazz, encompassing insightful analyses of film, particularly
comedy, and its intrinsic relationship with music. This essay will
examine Giddins' perspective, unraveling how his critical lens
illuminates the progression of comedic film scores and their effect on
the cinematic experience. We’ll also consider how his wider literary
output reveals a similar appreciation for the components of successful
artistic amalgamation.

Giddins' understanding of comedic timing and musical phrasing isn't
simply a matter of pinpointing a humorous score. Instead, he
appreciates the complex interplay between the visual tale and the
auditory soundscape. He's adept at illustrating how music can amplify
comedic effect, not through blatant slapstick, but through subtle
suggestions that mold our emotional reaction. Consider the iconic scores
of classic Hollywood comedies. Giddins likely wouldn't reject the overt
merriment of some scores, but his analysis would unearth the layers
beneath - the carefully fashioned rhythms that mimic the rhythm of the
dialogue, the melancholic undercurrents that offset the surface laughter,
and the way a seemingly simple melody can amplify a physical gag.

His writings frequently mention the importance of context. A musical
motif that seems innocuous in one film can take on entirely new import
when viewed through the lens of a director's approach, the historical
period of its creation, or the broader social environment. This
chronological understanding is a distinguishing feature of Giddins’
critical approach. He doesn't simply assess a score in seclusion; he
places it within a broader framework of cultural production.

Moreover, Giddins’ investigation of comedy film music extends to his
exploration of books, particularly those exploring similar themes of
timing, pacing and dramatic irony. While not explicitly stated, his books
often exhibit a similar narrative structure and rhythmic flow. He
meticulously builds his arguments, layering insights and observations
with a careful rhythm and pacing, much like a well-crafted comedy film
score builds tension and releases it through meticulously placed musical
cues. This connection isn't merely coincidental; it reflects a deep
understanding of the power of narrative structure and artistic rhythm as
a tool for comedic effect.

The applicable applications of Giddins' insights are numerous. Film
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composers can benefit from studying his evaluations to understand how
music can enrich visual comedy without overwhelming it. Film students
can use his work as a model for analyzing the relationship between
picture and sound. And even casual viewers can gain a deeper
appreciation for the artistry involved in creating a successful comedic
film.

To effectively implement Giddins' insights, one should engage with his
writing actively. Don't simply skim his reviews; analyze his choice of
words, reflect the structure of his arguments, and endeavor to apply his
critical structure to other films and scores. Pay heed to the subtleties of
musical phrasing, the relationship between music and dialogue, and the
overall comedic timing of the piece. This active engagement will not only
enhance your understanding of comedic film music, but also improve
your ability to appreciate the craft of film criticism in general.

In summary, Gary Giddins' work on comedy film music, while not always
explicitly themed, offers a valuable supplement to the field of film
studies. His critical lens, honed through years of studying jazz and
exploring the nuances of storytelling, provides a unique and insightful
outlook on the intricate relationship between music and comedy in film.
By understanding his approach, we can improve appreciate the art of
comedic film scoring and its significance in the cinematic experience.
Moreover, his approach can be generalized to literature and other forms
of narrative art where timing, structure and dramatic tension play
pivotal roles.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What are some specific examples of Gary Giddins' writing on
comedy film music? While Giddins doesn’t have dedicated books solely
on comedy film music, his film criticism often touches upon the musical
elements in comedic works. Looking at his reviews and essays on films
like those by Chaplin, Keaton, or the Marx Brothers would reveal his
keen attention to the musical accompaniment and its role in the comedic
effect.

2. How does Giddins' background in jazz criticism influence his
film criticism? His jazz background gives him a deep understanding of
rhythm, phrasing, and improvisation, elements crucial to both jazz music
and effective comedic timing in film. He sees musical structures and
narrative structures as analogous, applying similar analytical tools to
both domains.

3. Where can I find Gary Giddins' writing? His work is available in
various publications, including *The New York Review of Books*, and
he's the writer of several books on jazz and film. Checking online
bookstores and library catalogs will provide a comprehensive list of his
publications.

4. Is Giddins’ critical approach applicable beyond comedy films?
Absolutely. His emphasis on context, narrative structure, and the
interplay between different artistic elements applies broadly to all forms
of film and even other artistic mediums. His approach encourages a
deeper, more insightful understanding of how individual elements
combine to create a holistic artistic experience.
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