
Do It Yourself Repair Manual For
Kenmore Automatic Washers Belt
Drive

DIY Repair Manual for Kenmore
Automatic Washer Belt Drive: A
Comprehensive Guide
Fixing your Kenmore washing machine yourself can save you a significant amount of
money compared to calling a repair technician. This comprehensive guide serves as
your DIY repair manual for Kenmore automatic washer belt drive issues, walking you
through the process step-by-step. We'll cover everything from identifying the
problem and sourcing parts to the actual repair, ensuring you have the confidence
to tackle this common appliance malfunction. We will also discuss common issues
like a Kenmore washer belt replacement, Kenmore washing machine belt
tension, and diagnosing Kenmore washer drum not turning.

Understanding Your Kenmore Washer's Belt Drive
System
Before diving into repairs, understanding your Kenmore washer's belt drive system
is crucial. This system is responsible for transferring power from the motor to the
transmission, ultimately turning the washing machine drum. The belt itself is a
critical component, and its failure often leads to a non-functioning machine. Signs of
a faulty belt include a washing machine that won't spin, makes unusual noises
(squealing or grinding), or exhibits erratic drum behavior. Identifying these
symptoms is the first step in utilizing this DIY repair manual for Kenmore automatic
washer belt drive issues.

### Key Components of the Belt Drive System:

Motor: The power source that drives the entire system.
Belt: The rubber component transferring power from the motor to the
transmission. A Kenmore washer belt replacement is often the solution to
many problems.
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Transmission: A complex system of gears and components that regulate
speed and direction.
Drum: The rotating cylinder where clothes are washed.
Idler Pulley (if applicable): A pulley that helps to maintain correct belt
tension. Improper Kenmore washing machine belt tension can lead to
premature belt wear and breakage.

Benefits of DIY Kenmore Washer Repair
Choosing to perform a DIY repair offers several compelling advantages:

Cost Savings: Professional repair services can be expensive. By handling the
repair yourself, you save substantially on labor costs.
Convenience: You control the repair schedule, eliminating the need to
coordinate with a technician and potentially wait days or weeks for service.
Learning Experience: Successfully repairing your washer provides a
valuable skill and boosts your confidence in tackling future appliance repairs.
Increased Appliance Lifespan: Promptly addressing the issue can prevent
further damage and extend the life of your washing machine.

Step-by-Step Guide to Kenmore Washer Belt
Replacement
This section serves as your practical DIY repair manual for Kenmore automatic
washer belt drive. Remember to always disconnect the power supply before
commencing any repair work.

1. Preparation: Gather the necessary tools. This typically includes a screwdriver
set (Phillips and flathead), pliers, and potentially a wrench depending on your model.
Order a replacement belt specifically for your Kenmore washer model number
beforehand. You'll find this number on a sticker usually located inside the door or on
the back of the machine. Using the correct replacement is crucial for optimal
performance and avoiding further damage. Incorrect belt sizing, often overlooked in
DIY guides, may lead to Kenmore washer drum not turning smoothly or at all.

2. Accessing the Belt: This process varies depending on the Kenmore model.
Consult your washing machine's owner's manual or search online for specific
instructions for your model number. Generally, this involves removing the back
panel or top of the machine.

3. Removing the Old Belt: Carefully loosen the idler pulley (if applicable) to
release tension on the belt. Once the tension is released, remove the old, worn belt.
Inspect the old belt for any signs of wear, cracking, or damage to understand the
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root cause of the failure. This information can be crucial for preventing future issues.

4. Installing the New Belt: Carefully place the new belt around all the pulleys,
ensuring it's correctly seated. Re-tighten the idler pulley (if applicable) to achieve
the correct belt tension. Improper Kenmore washing machine belt tension can
cause the belt to slip or break prematurely.

5. Reassembly: Reassemble the washing machine by replacing the back panel or
top. Double-check all connections and screws to ensure everything is securely
fastened.

6. Testing: Reconnect the power supply and test the washing machine. Run a short
cycle to ensure the drum rotates smoothly and the belt is functioning correctly.

Troubleshooting Common Belt Drive Issues
Even after replacing the belt, you might encounter additional problems. Here are
some common issues and troubleshooting steps:

Belt slipping: This often indicates incorrect tension. Adjust the idler pulley if
necessary. Refer to your specific model's manual for precise adjustment
instructions.
Motor not running: Check the power supply and the motor's power cord. A
faulty motor requires professional attention.
Unusual noises: Grinding or squealing noises often indicate a worn or
damaged pulley or bearing. These may require additional parts and potentially
more advanced repair skills.
Kenmore washer drum not turning: This could point to problems beyond
the belt, such as a broken transmission or motor issues.

Conclusion
This DIY repair manual provides a comprehensive guide to addressing common
Kenmore automatic washer belt drive issues. By following these steps carefully, you
can save money, gain valuable experience, and extend the life of your appliance.
Remember to always prioritize safety and consult your owner's manual or online
resources for model-specific instructions. Successfully repairing your washing
machine empowers you to tackle similar challenges in the future.

FAQ
Q1: How often should I replace my Kenmore washing machine belt?

A1: The lifespan of a washing machine belt varies depending on usage and the
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quality of the belt itself. However, a good rule of thumb is to inspect it annually.
Signs of cracking, fraying, or glazing indicate the need for a replacement. Proactive
replacement prevents unexpected breakdowns and costly repairs.

Q2: Can I use any belt for my Kenmore washer?

A2: No. Using an incorrectly sized or incompatible belt can damage other
components of the washing machine. Always use a belt specifically designed for
your Kenmore model number. The model number is usually printed on a sticker on
the washing machine itself.

Q3: My Kenmore washer is still not working after replacing the belt. What
should I do?

A3: If the problem persists after a belt replacement, the issue might lie elsewhere in
the transmission or motor. It's advisable to seek professional assistance from a
qualified appliance repair technician at this point.

Q4: What tools do I need to replace a Kenmore washer belt?

A4: The tools needed can vary slightly depending on your Kenmore model. However,
a basic set usually includes a screwdriver set (Phillips and flathead), pliers, and
possibly a wrench. It is recommended to have a flashlight for better visibility during
the process. Always consult your washing machine's user manual for specific tool
requirements.

Q5: How do I determine the correct belt tension?

A5: The correct belt tension prevents slippage but avoids over-tensioning, which can
damage the belt prematurely. Your washing machine's manual might have
specifications, but often a slight give when you press on the belt is the correct
tension. Over-tensioning can be heard by the constant squealing sound.

Q6: Where can I find a replacement belt for my Kenmore washer?

A6: Replacement belts are available at various retailers, including appliance parts
stores, online retailers like Amazon, and sometimes even directly from Kenmore.
Ensure you have your Kenmore model number for accurate ordering.

Q7: Is it safe to perform this repair myself?

A7: While many people successfully repair their washers themselves, it's crucial to
understand your limitations. If you're uncomfortable working with appliances or lack
basic mechanical skills, it’s best to call a professional. Always disconnect the power
supply before starting any work.
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Q8: What should I do with the old belt?

A8: Properly dispose of the old belt according to your local waste disposal
regulations. Don't simply throw it in the trash, as it's usually made of rubber and
may not be easily biodegradable.

Conquer the Kenmore Washer Belt: A DIY Repair
Manual
Fixing a broken drive belt in your Kenmore automatic washer can feel like navigating
a maze . However, with the right instruction , this common problem is often a
relatively simple DIY project, saving you the considerable price of a professional fix.
This comprehensive guide will walk you through the process, empowering you to
reclaim your laundry cycle. We'll cover everything from identifying a broken belt to
reassembling your machine, offering tips and tricks along the way.

I. Identifying the Culprit: Is it Really the Belt?

Before you commence on a fix , it's crucial to verify that the drive belt is indeed the
source of your washing machine's problem . Common symptoms comprise a washer
that won't rotate , makes unusual sounds , or simply fails to conclude a wash cycle.
However, these symptoms can also suggest other problems like a faulty motor,
damaged motor capacitor, or even a obstructed drain.

To identify the belt as the problem, cautiously inspect the machine. You'll need to
get to the back of the washer, which usually involves taking off the back panel. This
usually requires a implement or two. Consult your Kenmore washer's instructions for
the exact method . Once you have admittance, visually examine the belt. Look for
cracks , fraying, or any signs of significant wear and tear. A snapped belt will be
readily apparent . If the belt appears intact but still suspect it's the culprit, try
manually rotating the motor pulley. If it doesn't rotate freely, the problem may lie
elsewhere, warranting further investigation.

II. Gathering Your Arsenal: Tools and Supplies

Preparing for the repair involves gathering the right tools and supplies. You will likely
need:

A tool set (Phillips and flathead)
A light (to illuminate dark areas)
A new Kenmore washer drive belt (ensure you purchase the correct
replacement belt for your specific model; check your model number in the
instructions or on the machine itself).
Possibly forceps (depending on the design of your washer)
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A set of work gloves (to protect your hands)

III. The Repair Process: Step-by-Step Instructions

Once you have your tools and replacement belt, follow these instructions :

1. Disconnect the Power: Unplug the washer from the electrical outlet. This is a
crucial safety to avoid electrical shock .

2. Access the Belt: Detach the back panel of your washer according to your
model's instructions .

3. Remove the Old Belt: Carefully remove the old drive belt from the motor pulley
and the transmission pulley. It may be useful to review a picture of your specific
model's belt path .

4. Install the New Belt: Carefully place the new belt onto both pulleys, ensuring
it's correctly seated. Again, refer to pictures for the correct alignment.

5. Reassemble: Replace the back panel, ensuring all bolts are securely fastened .

6. Reconnect and Test: Reconnect the power, and run a test wash . Observe the
operation for any unusual rumbles or tremors.

IV. Preventive Maintenance: Keeping Your Washer in Tip-Top Shape

Regular maintenance can extend the life of your washing machine and minimize the
likelihood of belt failure . This includes periodically inspecting the belt for wear and
tear and removing any debris or fibers that may accumulate around the pulleys and
belt.

V. Conclusion:

Repairing a Kenmore automatic washer belt drive is a achievable DIY project that
can preserve you resources and lessen your environmental footprint. By following
these steps and adopting a precautionary maintenance approach, you can keep
your washing machine functioning smoothly for years to come.

FAQ:

1. Q: What if I can't find the correct replacement belt? A: Consult your
Kenmore washer's model number and contact a retailer or search online for the
correct part.

2. Q: How often should I replace my washing machine belt? A: This depends
on usage, but typically every 3-5 years, or sooner if you notice wear and tear.
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3. Q: What should I do if the belt keeps breaking? A: This could indicate a
more serious problem with your washer, such as a misaligned pulley or a faulty
motor. It's best to consult a professional .

4. Q: Can I use any type of belt? A: No, you must use a belt that's specifically
designed for your Kenmore washer model. Using the wrong belt can cause damage
and even further problems.
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