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Comprehensive Guide
The 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse, a sporty coupe popular for its performance and styling, is
not without its potential mechanical issues. One area of frequent concern for owners of

this model, especially those with the manual transmission, is transmission problems. This
in-depth guide will explore common 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission

problems, providing you with the knowledge to diagnose, prevent, and address potential
difficulties. We'll cover everything from synchronizer issues to clutch problems, helping

you maintain your Eclipse’s smooth shifting capabilities.

Understanding Common 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse
Manual Transmission Issues

The 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse, particularly those with manual transmissions, experiences a
range of transmission-related problems. These can range from minor annoyances to
major repairs requiring significant investment. The age and mileage of the vehicle

significantly influence the likelihood of these problems. Understanding these potential
issues is the first step towards preventing major headaches down the road. Let's delve

into some of the most frequently reported problems:

### Synchronizer Problems: Difficulty Shifting Gears

One common complaint amongst 2000 Eclipse manual transmission owners is difficulty
shifting gears. This often manifests as grinding noises when shifting, particularly into

certain gears (like second or third). This often points towards worn synchronizers.
Synchronizers are components within the transmission that match the speed of the gears

before engagement, preventing grinding. Over time, and especially with aggressive
driving or infrequent maintenance, synchronizers wear down and become less effective,

leading to the characteristic grinding noise. This is a serious issue that shouldn't be
ignored, as continued use can lead to significant transmission damage.
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### Clutch Problems: Slippage and Engagement Issues

Clutch problems are another frequent culprit behind 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual
transmission woes. Clutch slippage, where the engine revs increase without a

corresponding increase in speed, is a telltale sign. This indicates that the clutch disc is
wearing out and failing to effectively transfer power from the engine to the transmission.

Similarly, problems with the clutch master or slave cylinders can lead to difficulty
engaging or disengaging the clutch, resulting in a hard-to-shift experience and potentially

damaging the transmission components further.

### Shift Linkage Issues: Inaccurate Shifting and Stiffness

The shift linkage connects the gearshift lever to the transmission itself. Over time, this
linkage can wear out, become loose, or develop binding points. This can manifest as

imprecise shifting, where the gear doesn't engage cleanly, or as a stiff and difficult-to-use
gearshift. This is often relatively easy to diagnose and repair, but neglect can contribute

to other transmission problems.

### Input Shaft Bearing Failure: A Major Transmission Concern

In more severe cases, failure of the input shaft bearing can occur. This is a critical
component that supports the input shaft, which transmits power from the engine to the

transmission. Failure of this bearing often leads to significant noise, difficulty shifting, and
eventual transmission failure. This is often a costly repair, requiring potentially a

complete transmission rebuild or replacement. Regular oil changes using the correct
transmission fluid are crucial in preventing this catastrophic failure. This relates to

Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission maintenance, a critical topic to remember.

### Worn-out Transmission Components: A Cumulative Effect

Many of these problems are interconnected and often build upon each other. Neglecting
minor issues like a slightly stiff shifter can eventually contribute to more serious

problems like worn synchronizers or even input shaft failure. Regular maintenance and
prompt attention to any shifting difficulties are key to extending the life of your 2000

Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission.

Maintaining Your 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse Manual
Transmission

Preventing problems is always better than dealing with repairs. Regular maintenance is
paramount to keeping your 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission running

smoothly. This includes:

Regular Fluid Changes: Use the recommended transmission fluid and change it



2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse Manual Transmission Problems
3

according to the manufacturer's schedule. Using the incorrect fluid can severely
damage the transmission.

Clutch Care: Avoid riding the clutch (resting your foot on the pedal) and ensure
smooth engagement and disengagement.

Shifting Technique: Practice smooth and controlled shifting to minimize stress on
the transmission components.

Regular Inspections: Have a mechanic inspect the transmission and clutch
regularly for signs of wear and tear.

Troubleshooting and Repair Options
If you experience transmission problems, a qualified mechanic is essential for proper

diagnosis and repair. Attempting DIY repairs without the necessary experience can cause
more significant damage. Repair options range from simple adjustments to the shift

linkage to major overhauls or complete transmission replacements. The cost of repair
depends heavily on the severity of the problem.

Conclusion: Prioritize Prevention and Maintenance
The 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission, while capable and fun to drive, is
susceptible to several potential issues. However, by understanding these common

problems, practicing good maintenance habits, and addressing any issues promptly, you
can significantly extend the life of your transmission and avoid costly repairs. Regular

inspections and prompt action are key to keeping your Eclipse shifting smoothly for years
to come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: How much does it cost to repair a 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual

transmission?

A1: Repair costs vary significantly depending on the specific problem. A simple
adjustment to the shift linkage might cost a few hundred dollars, while a major overhaul

or replacement could cost thousands.

Q2: How can I tell if my clutch is slipping?

A2: Clutch slippage is characterized by the engine revving higher than expected without
a corresponding increase in vehicle speed. You might also notice difficulty accelerating,

especially uphill.

Q3: What type of transmission fluid should I use in my 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse?

A3: Consult your owner's manual for the specific type and grade of transmission fluid
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recommended by the manufacturer. Using the wrong fluid can damage the transmission.

Q4: Can I drive my Eclipse with a damaged transmission?

A4: Driving with a severely damaged transmission can cause further damage and
potentially lead to complete transmission failure, resulting in a far more expensive repair.

It's best to have it checked and repaired promptly.

Q5: How often should I change my transmission fluid?

A5: The recommended interval varies depending on driving conditions and usage, but
generally, it's recommended to change your transmission fluid every 30,000 to 60,000

miles or according to your owner's manual.

Q6: Are there any preventative measures I can take to avoid transmission
problems?

A6: Yes, regular maintenance, including fluid changes, proper shifting techniques, and
avoiding aggressive driving, significantly reduce the likelihood of transmission problems.

Q7: What are the signs of a worn-out input shaft bearing?

A7: A worn-out input shaft bearing often manifests as a loud humming or whining noise,
especially when the vehicle is moving. You might also experience difficulty shifting gears.

Q8: Where can I find a reputable mechanic specializing in Mitsubishi vehicles?

A8: Check online reviews, ask for recommendations from other Eclipse owners, or contact
your local Mitsubishi dealership for referrals to qualified mechanics.

2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse Manual Transmission
Problems: A Deep Dive

The 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse, a sporty coupe that characterized a generation of
enthusiasts , is not without its drawbacks. While praised for its aggressive styling and

lively performance, the manual transmission in this particular model year has earned a
less-than-stellar reputation for dependability problems. This article delves into the
common issues associated with the 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission,

providing insight for both prospective buyers and current owners.

The primary culprit behind many transmission troubles is the infamous synchronizer
rings. These crucial components, responsible for smooth gear changes, are prone to

deterioration prematurely, particularly under strenuous use or with harsh shifting
techniques. The result is challenging gear changes, grinding noises during shifting, and in
severe cases, the impotence to shift into certain gears altogether. This difficulty is often
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exacerbated by inadequate lubrication and abuse of the transmission.

Another substantial problem encountered in the 2000 Eclipse manual transmission is
connected to the clutch assembly. Excessive wear and tear on the clutch plate is typical,

often leading to losing traction. This manifests as a lack of power during acceleration,
especially at higher RPMs. The pressure plate and throw-out bearing can also break ,

resulting in bothersome clutch engagement and trouble in disengaging the clutch
altogether. Regular maintenance and cautious driving habits can lessen the severity of
these difficulties, but even with diligent care, these parts are susceptible to early wear.

Beyond the synchronizers and clutch, the input shaft and various internal components
can also experience wear . This can be attributed to a variety of factors , including rough
driving, deficiency of proper lubrication, or simply the march of time. Symptoms of these

problems range from subtle whining noises to more severe rattling sounds, eventually
leading to complete transmission failure .

Diagnosing transmission problems can be a complex endeavor. A skilled mechanic is
needed to precisely pinpoint the origin of the issue. Simple visual inspections may not
expose all the problems. Often, a thorough road test and careful listening for abnormal

noises is crucial . More advanced diagnostic tools might be employed to additionally
assess the internal condition of the transmission.

Proactive maintenance is always better than cure . Regularly switching the transmission
fluid and filter according to the manufacturer's recommendations is essential .

Furthermore, practicing careful shifting techniques and avoiding aggressive starts and
stops will considerably extend the life of the transmission. Choosing high-quality
transmission fluid is also significant as inferior fluids can hasten wear and tear.

The cost of repairing a damaged manual transmission in a 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse can be
substantial , sometimes even exceeding the value of the vehicle itself. A complete

transmission replacement is often necessary, and finding a suitable used replacement
can be challenging . Therefore, understanding the potential problems and taking

proactive measures is vital for owners of this vehicle .

In conclusion , the 2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission, while capable of
providing an thrilling driving journey , has a documented history of issues .

Understanding the frequent failure points, practicing good driving habits, and adhering to
a strict maintenance schedule are crucial to extending the lifespan of this transmission

and avoiding costly replacements .

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Can I fix minor transmission problems myself?

A1: Absolutely not . Unless you are a highly skilled mechanic with specialized tools and
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experience , attempting DIY repairs on a manual transmission is strongly advised against
. It's best to leave this to a professional.

Q2: How often should I change my transmission fluid?

A2: Refer to your owner's manual for the recommended frequency . However, generally
it's recommended to change the fluid every 30,000 to 60,000 miles, or less frequently

depending on driving conditions.

Q3: What are the signs of a failing clutch?

A3: loss of power during acceleration, a burning smell, difficult engagement, and a noisy
clutch pedal are all indications of a failing clutch.

Q4: How much does a transmission rebuild cost?

A4: The cost varies greatly contingent upon the extent of the damage, the location, and
the mechanic's labor rate. Expect a substantial expense.
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