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Avon, a name synonymous with direct sales, boasts a rich history extending far
beyond cosmetics. For decades, Avon produced stunning collectible fashion
jewelry, often featuring coveted designer collaborations. Among the most sought-
after pieces are those designed by renowned fashion photographer, Paul Schiffer.
This article delves into the world of Avon collectible fashion jewelry, focusing
specifically on the allure and value of the Schiffer collection for discerning
collectors. We will explore the pieces' design, historical context, collectibility, and
investment potential, examining aspects like identifying genuine pieces and
understanding their market value.

The Allure of Avon's Collectible Jewelry

Avon's foray into fashion jewelry wasn't just a sideline; it represented a significant
portion of their product line, often featuring high-quality materials and striking
designs. This strategic move capitalized on the burgeoning interest in affordable
luxury during the mid-20th century. The company collaborated with various
designers, resulting in a diverse range of styles, reflecting changing tastes and
trends. This variety adds to the excitement and challenges of collecting.

The pieces weren't merely trinkets; they were miniature works of art, capturing the
spirit of each era. From bold, geometric designs to delicate floral motifs, Avon
jewelry provided a stylish and accessible way for women to express themselves.
The inclusion of precious and semi-precious stones further enhanced their appeal
and longevity. This blend of accessibility and artistry contributed to their
popularity and, subsequently, their value in the collector's market today.
Understanding this history is key to appreciating the Schiffer collection.



### Avon's Design Evolution and Collaboration

Avon'’s jewelry design evolved significantly throughout its production history,
mirroring prevailing fashion trends. Early pieces often featured simpler designs,
reflecting a more conservative aesthetic. As time progressed, designs became more
elaborate and incorporated a wider range of materials and techniques.

The collaboration with designers like Paul Schiffer elevated Avon's jewelry to a
new level. These collaborations brought fresh perspectives and a higher degree of
sophistication to the designs, creating pieces that were both desirable and
collectible. This strategic approach cemented Avon's position as a player in the
wider fashion jewelry market, and it is a testament to the company's marketing

savvy.
The Paul Schiffer Collection: A Collector's Dream

Paul Schiffer, a renowned fashion photographer known for his elegant and
glamorous imagery, created a series of exceptionally beautiful and desirable pieces
for Avon. The Schiffer Avon jewelry stands out due to its distinctive style, often
characterized by sleek lines, bold colors, and the innovative use of materials. His
use of contemporary design elements coupled with high-quality craftsmanship
makes these pieces highly coveted by collectors.

##+# Distinguishing Authentic Schiffer Pieces

The popularity of Avon's collectible jewelry has unfortunately led to the
proliferation of counterfeit items. Identifying genuine Schiffer pieces is crucial for
any serious collector. Several key features help distinguish authentic pieces from
imitations:

e Hallmarks: Authentic Schiffer pieces typically bear distinct Avon hallmarks,
usually including the Avon logo and sometimes the designer's mark or a year
code. Carefully examine all markings.

e Materials: Schiffer's designs often incorporated high-quality materials such
as gold-plated metals, precious and semi-precious stones, and enamel work.
Look for evidence of high-quality construction and materials.

¢ Packaging: Original boxes and accompanying documentation can
significantly enhance a piece's authenticity and value.

¢ Style: Familiarity with Schiffer's signature style is invaluable. Studying
images of known authentic pieces will help you develop a keen eye for detail
and subtle design elements.
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Collectibility and Investment Potential of Avon
Jewelry

Avon's collectible fashion jewelry, particularly the Schiffer collection, represents a
fascinating investment opportunity for collectors. The value of these pieces often
appreciates over time, driven by several factors:

¢ Rarity: Some pieces, especially limited-edition designs or those from earlier
years, are more rare and therefore more valuable.

¢ Condition: The condition of a piece significantly affects its value. Well-
preserved pieces with minimal wear and tear command higher prices.

¢ Demand: Strong demand from collectors contributes to price appreciation.
Popular designs and sought-after designers like Schiffer usually see a higher
demand and thus higher value.

e Market Trends: Like any collectible, market trends influence value.
Researching current market prices and auction results will help you
understand the investment potential.

Building Your Avon Schiffer Collection

Building a successful Avon Schiffer jewelry collection requires patience, research,
and a discerning eye. Here are some tips:

e Start Small: Begin with one or two pieces to build your knowledge and
develop your taste.

e Research Thoroughly: Study auction listings, online forums, and collector's
guides to familiarize yourself with different styles, hallmarks, and pricing.
Use reputable online resources, specializing in vintage and antique jewelry.

¢ Network: Connect with other collectors to exchange knowledge and discover
new pieces. Join online forums or attend collector's events.

¢ Authenticate Carefully: Always thoroughly authenticate a piece before
purchasing it to avoid acquiring counterfeit items.

Conclusion

Avon's collectible fashion jewelry, particularly the work of Paul Schiffer, presents a
captivating blend of artistry, history, and investment potential. By understanding
the design evolution, distinguishing authentic pieces, and carefully researching the
market, collectors can build impressive and valuable collections. The allure of
Avon's legacy extends beyond its cosmetics, offering a treasure trove of collectible
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items waiting to be discovered and appreciated. The pursuit of Avon's collectible
fashion jewelry, especially the Schiffer collection, is a journey of discovery,
appreciating both beauty and history.

FAQ

Q1: How can I determine the age of my Avon Schiffer jewelry?

A1l: The age of Avon jewelry can often be determined by hallmarks, the style of the
piece, and research into Avon's production dates for specific designs. Avon
sometimes used date codes or other markings that indicate manufacturing years.
Online forums and specialized Avon collectors' groups can offer invaluable
assistance.

Q2: Where is the best place to buy authentic Avon Schiffer jewelry?

A2: Reputable online auction sites, antique stores specializing in jewelry, and
dedicated vintage jewelry dealers are good starting points. Exercise caution and
verify the seller's authenticity before purchasing.

Q3: What are the common signs of counterfeit Avon jewelry?

A3: Poorly defined hallmarks, low-quality materials, inconsistent craftsmanship,
and lack of original packaging are all red flags. If the price seems too good to be
true, it likely is.

Q4: How much is Avon Schiffer jewelry worth?

A4: The value varies greatly depending on the piece's rarity, condition, and market
demand. Research comparable items sold at auction or through reputable dealers.
Online resources and forums dedicated to Avon collectors can provide valuable
price information.

Q5: What are the best resources for learning more about Avon collectible
jewelry?

A5: Online forums and communities dedicated to Avon collectors are excellent
starting points. Books and articles focusing on Avon's history and product lines can
also provide valuable information. Use reputable online search engines and be
wary of sources that lack credibility.

Q6: Are Avon's collectible pieces considered to be an investment?
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A6: While not a guaranteed investment like stocks or bonds, Avon's collectible
jewelry, especially rare pieces from collaborations like Schiffer's, often appreciates
in value over time, making them a potentially profitable venture for collectors.
However, it is crucial to avoid speculation and base your collecting on genuine
passion for the items themselves.

Q7: What are the most sought-after Schiffer pieces?

A7: The most desirable pieces usually exhibit unique design elements, high-quality
materials (like the use of semiprecious stones or intricate enamel work), and rarity.
Limited edition items, pieces associated with particular historical milestones or
fashion trends, and those featured in important publications are often highly
valued.

Q8: How do I care for and store my Avon Schiffer jewelry?

A8: Proper storage protects your investment. Store pieces individually in soft, acid-
free pouches or cloth-lined boxes to prevent scratching. Avoid exposing jewelry to
harsh chemicals, excessive moisture, or extreme temperatures. Regular cleaning
with a soft cloth and mild soap can help maintain its shine. Consult a professional
jeweler for more specific cleaning instructions.

Avon Collectible Fashion Jewelry and Awards
Schiffer for Collectors: A Sparkling Legacy

Avon, a name linked with door-to-door sales and womanly empowerment, has also
left an indelible mark on the world of collectible fashion jewelry. For decades,
Avon's catalog have included pieces that transcend mere accessories, becoming
coveted items for collectors worldwide. Among the most sought-after are pieces
designed by renowned artist and designer, Awards Schiffer. This article delves into
the fascinating sphere of Avon collectible fashion jewelry, specifically focusing on
the unique contributions of Awards Schiffer and the thriving collector's market
they have generated.

The charm of Avon collectible jewelry resides in several factors. First, Avon's broad
reach ensured a vast distribution network, making these pieces available to a
heterogeneous audience across various socioeconomic backgrounds. This
availability differs sharply with high-end jewelry brands that often have restricted
distribution and prohibitive price points. Second, Avon frequently worked with
gifted designers, resulting in innovative pieces that displayed a range of styles and
techniques, from dainty enamel work to dramatic gemstone settings. Finally, the
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longing associated with Avon's past presence in many cultures adds a layer of
sentimental value to these items.

Awards Schiffer's effect on Avon's jewelry line is irrefutable. Schiffer's signature
style - often characterized by complex designs, vibrant color palettes, and the
masterful use of various materials - elevated the perceived value of Avon's
offerings. Schiffer’s pieces are often identified by their unique attention to detail,
the careful craftsmanship evident in each piece, and the cutting-edge use of
materials. Collectors eagerly seek out Schiffer's designs, often paying a extra cost
for authenticated pieces.

Identifying genuine Awards Schiffer pieces for Avon requires a keen eye and some
expertise. Collectors rely on several signs to confirm a piece's genuineness. These
include specific hallmarking, typical design motifs, and even the type of packaging
the piece originally came in. Online communities dedicated to Avon collectors often
serve as valuable resources, offering guidance and opportunities to contrast pieces
and distribute information.

The market for Avon collectible fashion jewelry featuring Awards Schiffer designs
is robust. The value of these pieces can vary significantly, relying on factors such
as rarity, condition, and the specific design. Some pieces can attract surprisingly
high prices at auction or through private sales, particularly those from limited
editions or special releases. The growing interest in vintage and antique jewelry,
coupled with the lasting appeal of Avon's brand legacy, suggests that the market
for these collectibles will continue to thrive in the years to come.

The collecting of Avon jewelry, and especially the works of Awards Schiffer, offers
more than just the accumulation of physical possessions. It embodies a connection
to a unique period in history, a admiration of craftsmanship, and a shared interest
among collectors worldwide. It's a testament to Avon's lasting effect on popular
culture and a reflection of the artistry of Awards Schiffer.

In conclusion, Avon collectible fashion jewelry, especially the creations of Awards
Schiffer, offers a fascinating area of study for collectors, historians, and anyone
interested in the intersection of design, manufacturing, and cultural history. The
distinctiveness of these pieces, their obtainability, and the passionate community
of collectors all augment to their enduring appeal.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. How can I authenticate an Avon Awards Schiffer piece? Look for hallmarks,
compare the piece to known Schiffer designs through online resources and
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collector communities, and examine the quality of craftsmanship. Consult
experienced collectors or appraisers for expert opinion if needed.

2. Where can I buy Avon Awards Schiffer jewelry? Online auction sites, online
marketplaces like eBay, vintage jewelry stores, and antique shops are common
sources. Collectors' forums can also provide leads.

3. What factors affect the value of Avon Awards Schiffer jewelry? Rarity,
condition, design, and the overall market demand are key factors that influence the
value. Limited edition pieces or those in excellent condition generally command
higher prices.

4. Is there a definitive guide to Avon Awards Schiffer jewelry? No single
definitive guide exists, but online communities and resources devoted to Avon
collecting provide valuable information and insights. Research and comparison are
crucial for building knowledge.
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