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The Acts of the Scottish Parliament 1999 and 2000: A
Comprehensive Overview
The establishment of the Scottish Parliament in 1999 marked a pivotal moment in Scottish history, ushering in a new era of devolved
governance. Understanding the legislative output of those crucial first years – specifically, the Acts of the Scottish Parliament
1999 and 2000 – is key to comprehending the evolution of Scotland's political landscape and its distinct legal framework. This
article provides a comprehensive overview of this foundational legislation, exploring its key features, impact, and lasting legacy.
We'll also delve into the practicalities of accessing the relevant legislation indexes and acts tables for researchers and interested
citizens alike.

Key Areas of Legislation: 1999-2000
The initial years of the Scottish Parliament were characterized by a flurry of legislative activity aimed at establishing the institutional
framework for devolution and addressing key areas of Scottish life. Several thematic strands emerge from the Acts of the Scottish
Parliament 1999 and 2000:

Constitutional Framework: A significant portion of the early legislation focused on defining the powers and structure of the
Parliament itself. This included acts defining parliamentary procedures, establishing the Scottish Executive (now the Scottish
Government), and setting out the relationship between the Scottish Parliament and the UK Parliament in Westminster.
Understanding this foundational layer is crucial for analyzing subsequent legislation. Key examples within this area include the
*Scotland Act 1998* (although passed pre-devolution, its implications were foundational for this period) and the subsequent
legislative clarifications and refinements passed in these early years.
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Health and Social Care: Recognizing the importance of healthcare provision within the devolved powers, several Acts
addressed improvements in the health system, impacting healthcare policy and delivery. This involved legislation on National
Health Service structures and reforms, and social care provision. Analyzing these initial forays into devolved healthcare policy
offers valuable insights into the ongoing debates within the Scottish health sector. Access to the complete lists of acts during
this period is essential for researchers in this field.

Education: Education quickly became a prominent area of focus, with legislation laying the groundwork for reforming the
Scottish education system. This included provisions for curriculum reform, and the implementation of educational standards.
The evolution of educational legislation is tracked effectively through the available acts tables for 1999 and 2000.

Local Government: The Acts of the Scottish Parliament 1999 and 2000 also made significant changes to the structure and
operation of local government in Scotland. These legislative changes influenced local governance and budgetary
arrangements.

Accessing the Acts and Related Documents: Indexes and Tables
Locating and accessing the Acts of the Scottish Parliament 1999 and 2000, including associated indexes and acts tables, is
now straightforward thanks to the Scottish Government's online resources. The official website provides a searchable database of all
legislation, allowing users to find specific Acts using keywords, date ranges, or Act numbers. This online repository significantly
improves accessibility to these crucial historical documents. The tables of acts offer a structured overview of the legislative
program, whilst the detailed indexes allow for precise searching within each act.

Understanding how to effectively navigate this digital archive is critical for researchers, legal professionals, and citizens seeking to
understand the historical development of Scottish law and policy. The website also typically provides supporting documentation such
as explanatory notes and related policy papers, offering a deeper context for each Act.

The Long-Term Impact of Early Legislation
The Acts of the Scottish Parliament 1999 and 2000 set the stage for the evolution of Scottish law and governance. They
established the key structures and processes that have shaped subsequent legislative efforts. Examining these initial Acts offers
insight into the challenges and successes of the early years of devolution, providing valuable context for understanding
contemporary Scottish politics and policy. The legislative choices made during this period have had long-lasting consequences
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across numerous sectors, influencing policy debate and shaping the identity of the devolved Scottish government.

Analyzing the Legislative Process
Examining the legislative process itself for these early Acts provides insight into how the new Parliament functioned. Studying the
debates, amendments, and ultimately the final form of the legislation provides valuable insight into political maneuvering, the
interplay between different political parties, and the priorities of the government of the time. This historical analysis is crucial for
understanding both the successes and challenges of the new devolved system.

Conclusion
The Acts of the Scottish Parliament 1999 and 2000 represent a foundational cornerstone of modern Scottish governance.
Accessing and understanding these initial legislative endeavors, through readily available online resources and their associated
indexes and tables of acts, is essential for grasping the evolution of devolution and the unique character of Scottish law. The long-
term consequences of these early legislative choices continue to shape the political and societal landscape of Scotland today,
making their study a vital undertaking for anyone interested in Scottish history, politics, and law.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find the full text of the Acts of the Scottish Parliament 1999 and 2000?

A1: The full text of the Acts is readily available on the official website of the Scottish Parliament. The website offers a comprehensive
searchable database of legislation, allowing for easy access to the full text of each Act, along with related documents.

Q2: What is the difference between an "Act" and a "Bill"?

A2: A Bill is a proposed law. Once it has passed through both houses of Parliament (or in the case of Scotland, the Scottish
Parliament) and received Royal Assent (or the equivalent), it becomes an Act of Parliament – a law that is in force.

Q3: Are there any commentaries or analyses available on these early Acts?
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A3: Yes, numerous academic articles and legal commentaries have analyzed the Acts of the Scottish Parliament 1999 and 2000.
These resources can be found in academic journals, law reviews, and online databases. Search using keywords like "Scottish
Parliament legislation 1999-2000" combined with specific areas of interest (e.g., "healthcare," "education") will yield relevant results.

Q4: How do I understand the legal language used in these Acts?

A4: Legal language can be complex. Utilizing online legal dictionaries and seeking the assistance of legal professionals can aid in
understanding the technical terms and phrases used. Many legal websites offer plain English explanations of complex legal
documents.

Q5: What impact did these Acts have on the relationship between Scotland and the UK?

A5: These Acts established the parameters for devolution, defining the areas of legislative competence for the Scottish Parliament
and clarifying the relationship with Westminster. This demonstrated the UK's commitment to devolution but also highlighted the
complexities of managing a shared legal and political system.

Q6: How can I find the legislative history of a specific Act?

A6: The Scottish Parliament website usually provides access to the legislative history of each Act, including records of debates,
amendments, and committee reports. This detailed history provides valuable context to the final form of the Act.

Q7: Are there any limitations to the online access to these Acts?

A7: While the online access is generally excellent, there may be occasional limitations due to website maintenance or updates. It's
always best to check the Scottish Parliament's official website for the most up-to-date information and access points.

Q8: How frequently are the indexes and tables of acts updated?

A8: The indexes and tables of Acts are regularly updated to reflect new legislation. The Scottish Parliament website aims to keep this
information current, ensuring users have access to the most recent and complete records.
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Decoding the Dawn of Devolution: A Deep Dive into the Acts of the Scottish
Parliament 1999 and 2000
The creation of the Scottish Parliament in 1999 marked a significant moment in the chronicle of Scotland. This revival of a national
legislature, dormant for centuries, instantly began to shape the civic landscape through a deluge of legislation. Examining the Acts
of the Scottish Parliament (ASP) passed in 1999 and 2000 offers a fascinating window into this evolutionary period, revealing the
concerns of the recently elected MSPs and the challenges they faced in building a contemporary Scottish legislative framework. This
article will examine these early legislative endeavors, providing context, analysis, and a readily accessible resource in the form of
lists and an index of the key Acts.

Building the Foundations: Key Themes of the 1999 and 2000 Acts

The initial legislative agenda of the Scottish Parliament was predictably concentrated on establishing the fundamental infrastructure
of devolved governance. This involved establishing the necessary legal frameworks for the Parliament itself, its procedures, and its
interaction with the UK government. A key aspect was the codification of existing powers, adapting UK legislation to the Scottish
context and making it relevant under devolved rule.

Several important themes appeared in the legislation of this period:

Constitutional Matters: Acts referring to the Parliament's authorities, its internal workings, and the division of powers
between Holyrood and Westminster were essential. These Acts set the groundwork for future legislative action.
Public Services: The early Acts also dealt with the supply of public services, reflecting the Parliament's new obligation in
areas such as health, education, and social security. These Acts were often aimed to enhance existing services or to introduce
new initiatives.
Economic Development: Recognizing the significance of a thriving Scottish economy, the Parliament approved legislation
designed to foster economic growth and create jobs. This included measures aimed at attracting investment and improving
infrastructure.

Lists of Acts: A Practical Resource

Below are partial lists of Acts passed by the Scottish Parliament in 1999 and 2000. A comprehensive list would require a dedicated
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legal database. These lists act as a starting point for further research:

1999 Acts (Partial List):

Scotland Act 1998 (This Act, while passed by the UK Parliament, is fundamental to the establishment of the Scottish
Parliament and its powers).
Various Acts relating to the internal workings of the Scottish Parliament (e.g., procedural rules, committee structures).
Acts dealing with the transfer of responsibilities from UK government departments to Scottish Ministers.

2000 Acts (Partial List):

Acts pertaining to the establishment of new public bodies, including those concerned with health, education, and social
protection.
Acts implementing government policy in areas such as economic development and environmental preservation.
Acts altering existing legislation to reflect devolved powers.

Index of Key Acts (Partial Index): (Note: A fully thorough index would be voluminous and best found in official legislative
resources.)

This index would list key terms, subject matter, and cross-references, enabling quick retrieval of information regarding specific Acts.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Legislative Action

The Acts of the Scottish Parliament from 1999 and 2000 represent a critical stage in Scotland's constitutional progress. They laid the
groundwork for devolved governance, setting the stage for subsequent legislative action and shaping the distinct character of the
Scottish legislative system. Studying these early Acts offers valuable insights into the problems and opportunities of establishing a
new devolved government and underscores the importance of legal frameworks in defining the relationship between national and
regional governments.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Where can I find a complete list of the Acts passed in 1999 and 2000? The official website of the Scottish Parliament
(www.parliament.scot or a similar address) is the best resource for accessing a comprehensive and updated record of legislation.
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2. How can I access the full text of these Acts? Again, the Scottish Parliament's website provides availability to the full text of
all Acts.

3. What is the significance of the Scotland Act 1998 in relation to the 1999 and 2000 Acts? The Scotland Act 1998
established the legal framework for devolution, conferring the Scottish Parliament its powers. All subsequent legislation operates
within the parameters set by this Act.

4. Are these Acts still relevant today? While some specific provisions might have been amended or superseded by later
legislation, the fundamental principles and structures established by these early Acts continue to shape the functioning of the
Scottish Parliament.
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