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7  Men  and  the  Secret  of  Their  Greatness:  Eric
Metaxas's  Exploration  of  Faith  and Courage
Eric Metaxas's *7 Men: And the Secret of Their Greatness* isn't just another historical biography; it's a compelling
exploration of faith, courage, and the transformative power of belief. This book delves into the lives of seven
remarkable  men  –  William  Wilberforce,  John  Newton,  George  Whitefield,  Jonathan  Edwards,  Samuel  Adams,  C.S.
Lewis,  and  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  –  each  wrestling  with  profound  questions  of  faith  and  morality  in  vastly  different
historical contexts. Through their stories, Metaxas unveils a common thread: a deeply held faith that fueled their
extraordinary achievements and impacted the course of history. This exploration transcends simple biography,
offering a powerful message about the enduring strength of conviction in the face of adversity.

The Seven Men: A Tapestry of Faith and Action
Metaxas meticulously crafts portraits of these influential figures, highlighting both their triumphs and struggles. He
avoids  hagiography,  presenting  them  as  complex,  flawed  individuals  whose  faith  wasn't  always  effortless  or
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unwavering. This nuanced portrayal is a key strength of the book. The selection of these seven men, representing
diverse  fields  including  abolitionism,  religious  revivalism,  political  revolution,  and  theological  scholarship,  allows
Metaxas to examine the impact of faith across various spheres of life.

William Wilberforce: His relentless fight to abolish slavery in England exemplifies unwavering commitment
and perseverance in the face of immense opposition. His story highlights the practical application of faith,
demonstrating how deeply held beliefs can translate into tangible social change. Metaxas emphasizes the
role of prayer and faith in sustaining Wilberforce throughout his long and arduous campaign, a key element
of the book's central theme.

John Newton:  Newton's  remarkable  transformation  from slave  trader  to  abolitionist  preacher  speaks
volumes about the power of redemption and the profound influence of faith. His life underscores the book's
emphasis on the transformative potential of belief and its ability to inspire radical changes in one's life and
actions. This is a powerful example of spiritual transformation and its impact.

George  Whitefield:  A  pivotal  figure  in  the  Great  Awakening,  Whitefield's  charismatic  preaching  and
unwavering devotion captivated audiences and ignited religious fervor. This section focuses on the power of
evangelism and the influence of faith on large-scale social movements.

Jonathan Edwards:  A  theologian  of  immense  intellect,  Edwards'  profound  writings  shaped  American
religious thought. His contributions highlight the importance of intellectual rigor in conjunction with faith,
addressing the crucial intersection of faith and reason.

Samuel  Adams:  This  revolutionary  figure  demonstrates  the  pivotal  role  of  faith  in  inspiring  revolutionary
action.  His  story emphasizes the link between religious conviction and political  courage,  exploring the
intersection of faith and political activism.
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C.S. Lewis: The beloved author and intellectual giant showcases the power of reason and faith working in
tandem to create a compelling apologetic for Christianity. Lewis’s intellectual contributions are a focus,
particularly in relation to his apologetics and influence on modern intellectual discourse.

Dietrich  Bonhoeffer:  A  courageous  theologian  and  resister  of  Nazism,  Bonhoeffer's  ultimate  sacrifice
embodies  faith's  ultimate  test.  His  story  stands  as  a  testament  to  the  power  of  faith  in  the  face  of
unspeakable evil and demonstrates the unwavering commitment to one's beliefs even in the most extreme
circumstances. His life exemplifies the book's emphasis on courageous faith and moral action.

The Secret of Greatness: Faith as a Foundation
The "secret of their greatness," as Metaxas argues, lies not in exceptional talent or worldly success, but in a deep
and unwavering faith that shaped their character, choices, and ultimately, their legacies. This faith wasn’t merely a
personal belief; it was a driving force that motivated them to act, to persevere, and to make a profound difference
in  the  world.  This  message  resonates  powerfully  in  today's  increasingly  secularized  world.  The  book  effectively
counters a purely materialistic worldview by emphasizing the impact of faith on human lives and their contributions
to history.

Metaxas's Style and Approach
Metaxas's  writing  style  is  engaging  and  accessible,  making  even  complex  historical  events  and  theological
concepts understandable to a broad audience. He masterfully weaves together biographical details,  historical
context, and theological reflection, creating a compelling narrative that holds the reader's attention from beginning
to end. His passionate approach, while clearly informed by his Christian faith, strives for a balanced and respectful
presentation  of  each  man’s  life  and  contributions.  He  does  not  shy  away  from  presenting  their  flaws,  further
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strengthening  the  credibility  and  realism  of  his  narrative.

The Enduring Legacy: Lessons for Today
*7 Men* isn't just a historical account; it's a call to action. Metaxas challenges readers to consider the role of faith
in their own lives and its potential to inspire courage, resilience, and a commitment to making a positive impact on
the world. The book provides compelling examples of lives lived with purpose and integrity, inspiring readers to
examine their own values and to strive for lives of meaning and significance. The lessons learned from these men
are timeless and relevant to contemporary challenges. The book encourages a critical examination of personal faith
and its connection to ethical action and social responsibility.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Is this book only for religious readers?

A1: While the book explores the role of faith in the lives of these seven men, its appeal extends far beyond
religious readers. The themes of courage, perseverance, and the pursuit of justice resonate with anyone interested
in history, biography, and the study of influential figures who shaped the world. The book is insightful even to those
with different religious backgrounds or no religious affiliation.

Q2: How does Metaxas handle potentially controversial aspects of these men's lives?

A2:  Metaxas  acknowledges  the  flaws and complexities  of  each  individual.  He  doesn't  shy  away from addressing
potential controversies, such as John Newton's past as a slave trader, providing context and exploring the nuances
of their transformations and struggles. This honesty adds depth and credibility to his narratives.
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Q3: What makes this book different from other biographies?

A3:  *7  Men* goes beyond simply  recounting historical  facts.  It  explores  the common thread of  faith  that  unified
these  vastly  different  individuals,  demonstrating  how  it  shaped  their  choices,  actions,  and  legacies.  It  connects
individual  biographies  to  broader  historical  themes,  and  theological  reflections,  creating  a  richer  and  more
insightful  narrative.

Q4: What are the key takeaways from the book?

A4: Key takeaways include the transformative power of faith, the importance of courage in the face of adversity,
the enduring impact of  moral  conviction, and the potential  for even flawed individuals to achieve greatness.  The
book  inspires  readers  to  contemplate  the  role  of  faith  in  their  own  lives  and  its  influence  on  their  actions  and
values.

Q5: Is the book suitable for a general audience, or does it require specialized knowledge?

A5: The book is written in an accessible style, making it suitable for a general audience. No prior knowledge of
theology or history is required to understand and appreciate the stories and the author's overall message. Metaxas
presents complex ideas in a clear and engaging manner.

Q6: How does the book connect to contemporary issues?

A6: The book's themes – courage, perseverance, justice, and the pursuit of a meaningful life – remain profoundly
relevant to contemporary issues. The struggles faced by these men resonate with current challenges, providing
lessons about overcoming adversity and fighting for what is right, offering inspiration and guidance in navigating
our complex world.
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Q7: What is the overall tone and style of the book?

A7: The book is written in an engaging and accessible style, blending historical narrative with thoughtful reflection
and insightful analysis. The tone is inspirational and hopeful, emphasizing the power of faith and the possibility of
positive change. The narrative is structured well, keeping the reader engaged throughout.

Q8: Where can I purchase the book?

A8: *7 Men: And the Secret of Their Greatness* is widely available for purchase at major online retailers like
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and others, as well as in most bookstores. You can also find used copies at various online
marketplaces.

Delving  into  Eric  Metaxas's  "7  Men:  And  the  Secret  of  Their
Greatness"
Eric Metaxas's "7 Men: And the Secret of Their Greatness" isn't  just a further biography; it's a intellectually
stimulating exploration into the lives of seven exceptional men and the common thread that connected their
achievements. Metaxas doesn't just narrate their lives, but rather uncovers a profound truth about the core of true
greatness.  This  captivating  work  transcends  mere  biographical  accounts,  offering  a  strong  message  about  faith,
determination, and the changing power of conviction.

The seven men profiled – William Wilberforce, John Newton, George Müller, C.S. Lewis, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin
Luther King Jr., and Mother Teresa – represent a diverse range of backgrounds, professions, and chronological
contexts. Yet, Metaxas adroitly connects their narratives, underlining their shared commitment to anything larger
than themselves.  This  "secret,"  as Metaxas suggests,  isn't  a  magical  formula for  achievement,  but  rather a
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profound  belief  in  a  ultimate  power  that  guided  their  actions  and  inspired  their  tenacity  in  the  sight  of
overwhelming odds.

Metaxas's writing style is comprehensible yet riveting. He avoids dry academic prose, in contrast opting for a
narrative voice that draws the audience into the lives of his subjects. He skillfully integrates historical detail with
personal  anecdotes,  bringing  these  iconic  figures  to  life.  We  witness  their  battles,  their  hesitations,  and  their
triumphs,  enabling  us  to  connect  with  them  on  a  personal  level.

The volume's  effect  lies  not  only  in  its  compelling  narratives,  but  also  in  its  significant  message.  Metaxas  posits
that true greatness isn't evaluated by temporal success, but by a devotion to serving others and dwelling a life of
significance. He illustrates how each of the seven men, notwithstanding their different paths, found satisfaction in
pursuing a higher calling.

One  can  derive  numerous  practical  benefits  from engaging  with  Metaxas's  work.  It  encourages  us  to  reflect  our
own lives and purpose. It challenges us to investigate our beliefs and to live more meaningfully. The stories of
these seven individuals serve as forceful examples of boldness, tenacity, and unwavering trust in the sight of
difficulty. Implementing these ideals in our own lives requires contemplation, dedication, and a willingness to walk
outside our comfort areas.

In conclusion, "7 Men: And the Secret of Their Greatness" is a extraordinary work that combines compelling
storytelling with a profound message. Metaxas's skillful recitation brings these legendary figures to life, allowing us
to grasp from their experiences and to implement their wisdom in our own lives. The publication's enduring legacy
lies in its power to encourage readers to strive for greatness, not through material achievements, but through a life
of dedication and unyielding faith.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
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1. Who are the seven men featured in the book? The book profiles William Wilberforce, John Newton, George
Müller, C.S. Lewis, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King Jr., and Mother Teresa.

2. What is the "secret" of their greatness according to Metaxas? Metaxas argues that their greatness
stemmed from a deep and unwavering faith that guided their actions and fueled their perseverance in the face of
adversity.

3. Is the book only for religious people?  While the book explores the role of faith in the lives of these
individuals, its message of service, perseverance, and living a purposeful life is relevant and inspirational to people
of all backgrounds and beliefs.

4.  What is the writing style of the book?  Metaxas employs an accessible and engaging narrative style,
blending historical detail with personal anecdotes to make the stories relatable and compelling.

5. What are some practical takeaways from reading this book? Readers can gain inspiration to live a more
purposeful life, cultivate greater perseverance, and develop a stronger sense of commitment to serving others.
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