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The American Civil War, a period of immense upheaval and societal
transformation, left an indelible mark on the nation’s psyche. Understanding
this conflict requires exploring the experiences of those who lived through it,
particularly the common soldiers. Logmark Editions’ *Soldiers When They
Go: The Story of Camp Randall 1861-1865* offers a compelling glimpse into
this pivotal period, focusing on the lives of Union soldiers training at Camp
Randall in Madison, Wisconsin. This book provides invaluable insight into
Civil War soldier life, Camp Randall history, the training of Union
soldiers, the Wisconsin National Guard, and the overall impact of the war
on ordinary individuals.

A Synopsis of Camp Randall's Story
*Soldiers When They Go* isn't a dry recitation of facts and figures; instead, it
weaves together personal accounts, letters, diaries, and official records to
paint a vivid portrait of Camp Randall. The book meticulously details the
camp's transformation from a peaceful agricultural fairground into a bustling
military training ground, a crucial hub for the Union war effort. Readers are
transported to the heart of the camp, witnessing the daily routines of the
soldiers, their struggles, their hopes, and their fears. We learn about the
physical rigors of training, the emotional toll of separation from loved ones,
and the ever-present specter of death that hung over them.

The book excels in showcasing the human element of warfare. It moves
beyond the grand strategy and battlefield tactics to focus on the individual
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experiences of the men who donned the Union blue. Through meticulously
researched primary sources, we encounter their personalities, their
anxieties, their humor, and their unwavering commitment to the cause they
believed in. This intimate perspective makes the history come alive, allowing
readers to connect with the soldiers on a deeply personal level. The narrative
skillfully avoids glorifying war, instead offering a nuanced and realistic
portrayal of its brutal realities.

Life at Camp Randall: Training and Daily Life
The book dedicates considerable space to detailing the daily life at Camp
Randall. This encompasses the training regimen, the food, the medical care
(or lack thereof), the letters home, and the relationships forged among the
soldiers. We learn about the challenges of adapting to military life, the
camaraderie that developed amongst the recruits, and the impact of disease
and injury on the morale of the troops. The author skillfully uses primary
sources to illustrate the monotony punctuated by moments of intense
activity, offering a balanced view of camp life. The rigorous training of
Union soldiers at Camp Randall is meticulously documented, illustrating the
evolution of military techniques and the challenges of preparing a large force
for battle. The book highlights the importance of Camp Randall as a crucial
component of the Union's military machine.

### The Wisconsin National Guard's Role

The book also sheds light on the crucial role played by the Wisconsin
National Guard in the overall context of the Civil War. It explores how the
Guard mobilized, trained, and equipped its soldiers, underscoring its
contribution to the Union’s war effort. The narrative seamlessly integrates
the story of the Guard within the broader context of Camp Randall's history,
highlighting the interconnectedness of state and national military efforts
during the Civil War.

The Literary Style and Historical Significance
*Soldiers When They Go* distinguishes itself through its engaging and
accessible writing style. The author masterfully avoids overly academic
jargon, making the book accessible to a broad audience, including those with
limited prior knowledge of the Civil War. The use of primary sources adds
authenticity and depth, allowing the voices of the soldiers themselves to
resonate throughout the narrative. The book's meticulous research is evident
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on every page, adding weight to its historical claims. The inclusion of maps,
photographs, and illustrations enhances the reader’s experience, bringing
Camp Randall's history to life visually. This work stands as a significant
contribution to Civil War scholarship, offering a fresh perspective on the
experiences of ordinary soldiers and the crucial role of Camp Randall in the
Union war effort. The book's compelling narrative and intimate portraits of
individual soldiers make it a valuable resource for both scholars and casual
readers interested in this pivotal period of American history.

Key Messages and Lasting Value
The enduring value of *Soldiers When They Go* lies in its ability to humanize
the Civil War. It reminds us that the great battles and strategic decisions
were shaped by the experiences of individual soldiers, each with their own
stories, hopes, and fears. By focusing on the lives of these men at Camp
Randall, the book offers a powerful counterpoint to the often-sanitized
narratives of war. It encourages readers to grapple with the complexities of
the conflict, to understand the human cost of war, and to appreciate the
sacrifices made by those who served. This book’s key message is not simply
about the history of Camp Randall, but about the enduring resilience and
humanity of those who fought in the Civil War.

Conclusion
Logmark Editions' *Soldiers When They Go: The Story of Camp Randall
1861-1865* is a remarkable achievement in historical storytelling. It
successfully blends meticulous research with engaging prose, offering a
compelling and insightful portrayal of life at Camp Randall and the
experiences of the Union soldiers who trained there. The book’s strength lies
in its ability to humanize history, reminding us that behind the grand
narratives of war are the stories of ordinary individuals who made
extraordinary sacrifices. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in
the Civil War, the history of Wisconsin, or the human experience of war.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: What makes this book different from other books about the Civil
War?

A1: Unlike many Civil War books that focus on grand strategy or famous
battles, *Soldiers When They Go* intimately focuses on the daily lives of



Soldiers When They Go The Story Of Camp Randall 1861 1865 Logmark Editions

Soldiers When They Go The Story Of Camp Randall 1861 1865 Logmark Editions
4

ordinary soldiers training at Camp Randall. This provides a unique
perspective, humanizing the war through personal accounts and allowing
readers to connect with the soldiers' experiences on a deeper level.

Q2: What kind of primary sources did the author use?

A2: The author utilized a wide array of primary sources, including letters,
diaries, official camp records, regimental histories, and personal accounts
from soldiers stationed at Camp Randall. This wealth of primary sources
ensures authenticity and historical accuracy.

Q3: Is the book suitable for readers with little prior knowledge of the
Civil War?

A3: Yes, the book is written in an accessible and engaging style, avoiding
overly academic language. Even readers with limited prior knowledge of the
Civil War will find the book easy to follow and informative.

Q4: What is the significance of Camp Randall in the context of the
Civil War?

A4: Camp Randall served as a vital training ground for Union soldiers,
playing a crucial role in equipping and preparing the Union army for battle.
Its significance lies in its contribution to the Union war effort and its impact
on the lives of countless soldiers.

Q5: Does the book explore the impact of the war on the local
community of Madison?

A5: While the primary focus is on the soldiers, the book does touch upon the
impact of Camp Randall and the war on the surrounding community of
Madison, illustrating the broader consequences of the conflict.

Q6: Where can I purchase a copy of *Soldiers When They Go*?

A6: You can likely find copies of *Soldiers When They Go: The Story of Camp
Randall 1861-1865* through online retailers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, or
directly from Logmark Editions' website (if they have one). You might also
find it at specialized bookstores focusing on Civil War history.

Q7: What is the overall tone of the book?

A7: The tone is informative, respectful, and avoids glorifying war. It offers a
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realistic and nuanced portrayal of the soldiers' experiences, highlighting both
the hardships and the moments of camaraderie and resilience.

Q8: Are there any illustrations or maps included in the book?

A8: The Logmark Editions book likely contains supplementary materials such
as maps, photographs, and illustrations to enhance the reader's
understanding and engagement with the history presented. Check the book
description for confirmation.

The Grueling Existence: Unpacking the Lives
of Soldiers at Camp Randall (1861-1865)
"Soldiers when they go: The Story of Camp Randall 1861-1865," published by
Logmark Editions, offers a compelling glimpse into the daily lives of the men
who prepared at this crucial Wisconsin army installation during the American
Civil War. This isn't a glorified account of battlefield heroism; instead, it
paints a gritty portrait of the difficulties endured, the connections forged,
and the shifting experience of duty. The book delves into the emotional and
spiritual toll of war, even before the first shots were fired. It serves as a
powerful illustration of the human burden of conflict, rendered all the more
affecting by its focus on the often-overlooked aspects of base life.

The book's strength lies in its detailed research and readable narrative. The
author masterfully weaves together original sources – letters, diaries, and
official reports – to build a vibrant and authentic picture of Camp Randall.
We observe the recruits' initial eagerness tempered by the rigors of military
training. The depiction of the bodily conditions – the overcrowded barracks,
the insufficient food, the prevalence of illness – is particularly striking. The
book doesn't shy away from the harsh realities of life in a 1860s camp, where
monotony was as much a enemy as any Confederate soldier.

Furthermore, the book illuminates the cultural dynamics within the camp. It
examines the connections between officers and enlisted men, the effect of
race and class, and the growth of a shared identity amongst the recruits. The
stories of individual soldiers, drawn from their private writings, give a
individual face to the historical narrative, allowing the reader to connect with
their stories on a significant level.

The writing style is clear, succinct, and accessible to a wide audience,
making the complex realities of 19th-century military life understandable to
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contemporary readers. This is not a dry academic treatise; instead, it comes
across as a absorbing tale that maintains the reader engaged from beginning
to finish. The narrator's ability to synthesize vast amounts of information into
a coherent narrative is impressive.

Beyond its documentary significance, "Soldiers when they go: The Story of
Camp Randall 1861-1865" provides valuable insights into the human
condition. It illustrates the resilience of the human spirit in the view of
adversity, the importance of camaraderie and support in times of pressure,
and the enduring influence of war on both the individual and the society. The
book is a moving testimony to the courage, endurance, and compassion of
the ordinary men who served at Camp Randall. It is a essential for anyone
interested in the Civil War, military history, or the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What makes this book different from other accounts of Camp
Randall?

A1: This book distinguishes itself through its detailed analysis of the routine
lives of the soldiers, going beyond combat accounts to examine the training,
cultural dynamics, and psychological effects of camp life.

Q2: What kind of sources did the author use?

A2: The author employed a array of primary sources, including personal
letters, diaries, official documents, and other archival materials to construct
a comprehensive and exact portrait of Camp Randall.

Q3: Who is the target audience for this book?

A3: This book interests to a broad audience, including Civil War enthusiasts,
military history experts, and anyone interested in social history, the human
condition, and the effect of war on individuals and society.

Q4: What is the overall message or takeaway from the book?

A4: The book's message centers on the personal cost of war, emphasizing the
hardships faced by soldiers, even before entering battle, and the value of
understanding their stories beyond the romanticized versions often
presented in historical accounts.
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