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Nikon Speedlight SB-600
Manual: A Comprehensive
Guide

The Nikon Speedlight SB-600 is a versatile and compact flash
unit that offers excellent performance for its size and price point.
This comprehensive guide serves as your complete Nikon
Speedlight SB-600 manual, covering everything from its key
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features and benefits to advanced usage techniques. We'll delve
into its functionality, explore troubleshooting tips, and answer
frequently asked questions, ensuring you get the most out of this
powerful piece of photographic equipment. Understanding the
nuances of your Nikon SB-600 will significantly improve your
flash photography, allowing you to create stunning images in a
variety of lighting conditions.

Understanding the Nikon SB-600:
Features and Benefits

The Nikon Speedlight SB-600 boasts several features that make
it a popular choice among photographers, both beginners and
enthusiasts. Its compact design makes it highly portable, ideal
for on-the-go shooting. One significant advantage is its i-TTL
(intelligent Through-the-Lens) metering system, which works
seamlessly with compatible Nikon cameras to provide accurate
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flash exposure. This is a crucial aspect of understanding your
Nikon SB-600's capabilities. This system automatically adjusts
the flash output based on the scene’s lighting conditions,
minimizing the need for manual adjustments. Other key features
include:

¢ Guide Number: A guide number of 38 (ISO 100, meters)
provides a good range for various shooting situations. This
number indicates the flash's power; the higher the number,
the farther the flash can reach.

e Bounce Flash: The SB-600's head tilts and swivels,
allowing you to easily bounce the flash off walls and
ceilings for softer, more natural-looking light. This is a
crucial technique for mastering your Nikon SB-600.

¢ Autofocus Assist: The SB-600's built-in AF assist beam
helps your camera focus accurately in low-light situations.

e Multiple Flash Modes: The flash offers various modes,
including auto, manual, and fill-flash modes, offering
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flexibility for diverse photographic scenarios.
Understanding these modes is key to effectively using your
Nikon Speedlight SB-600 manual settings.

¢ Wireless Operation: While not built-in, the SB-600 can be
used in wireless mode with a compatible commander flash
like the SB-800 or SB-900, expanding your creative lighting
options. This enhances the versatility provided by your
Nikon SB-600.

Using Your Nikon Speedlight SB-600: A
Step-by-Step Guide

Mastering your Nikon Speedlight SB-600 involves understanding
its different operational modes. Here's a breakdown:

### Mounting the Flash:
Simply slide the SB-600 onto your camera's hot shoe, ensuring a
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secure connection. The flash will automatically communicate
with your camera for i-TTL metering.

### Choosing the Right Mode:

The SB-600 offers several modes accessible through its control
dial:

e Auto Mode: The simplest mode; the flash automatically
determines the appropriate power level.

e Manual Mode: Allows for precise control over the flash
output using the flash's power control dial. This is crucial
for advanced users aiming to master their Nikon SB-600.

e Fill-Flash Mode: Ideal for supplementing existing ambient
light, enhancing the details in shadows without
overpowering the scene.

¢ Red-Eye Reduction: This setting helps mitigate red-eye in
portraits by firing a pre-flash to constrict the subject's
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pupils.
### Adjusting Flash Power:

In manual mode, use the flash's power control dial to adjust the
flash output. Lower settings result in less powerful flashes, ideal
for close-up shots or situations with ample ambient light. Higher
settings are needed for further reach and brighter illumination.

Advanced Techniques with Your Nikon
Speedlight SB-600

Beyond the basics, the Nikon SB-600 allows for more
sophisticated lighting techniques:

¢ Bounce Flash: By tilting and swiveling the flash head, you
can bounce the light off walls or ceilings to create a softer,
more diffused illumination. This significantly improves the
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quality of your images.

* Wireless Flash: While not built-in, using the SB-600
wirelessly with a compatible commander flash opens up a
world of creative lighting possibilities. You can position the
flash remotely, creating dramatic lighting effects.

¢ Flash Exposure Compensation (FEC): This function
allows you to adjust the flash output relative to the
camera's metering, providing finer control over the flash
intensity.

Troubleshooting Common Issues with
Your Nikon Speedlight SB-600

Occasionally, you may encounter issues with your SB-600. Here
are some common problems and their solutions:

e Flash Doesn't Fire: Check the battery level, ensure the

Nikon Speedlight Sb 600 Manual



Nikon Speedlight Sb 600 Manual

flash is properly mounted, and verify that the flash mode is
correctly set.

¢ Inconsistent Flash Output: Try cleaning the flash
contacts on both the flash and the camera. A faulty battery
can also cause inconsistent output.

e Flash Recycling Time is Slow: This is usually due to low
battery levels. Replace the batteries with fresh ones.

Conclusion

The Nikon Speedlight SB-600 is a capable and versatile flash unit
that offers excellent performance for its size and price. By
understanding its features, modes, and advanced techniques, you
can greatly enhance your photography skills. This comprehensive
guide, serving as your effective Nikon Speedlight SB-600 manual,
provides a solid foundation for mastering this powerful tool and
capturing stunning, well-lit images.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What type of batteries does the Nikon SB-600 use?

A1l: The Nikon SB-600 uses four AA-size alkaline, Ni-MH
rechargeable, or lithium batteries. While alkaline batteries are
readily available, Ni-MH rechargeable batteries are a more
environmentally friendly and cost-effective option in the long run.
Lithium batteries offer the longest operational life.

Q2: Can I use the SB-600 with non-Nikon cameras?

A2: No. The SB-600 is specifically designed for use with Nikon
cameras that support its i-TTL metering system. Attempting to
use it with other camera brands will likely result in improper
flash exposure and functionality.

Q3: How do I achieve a softer light with the SB-600?
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A3: The key is bounce flash. Tilt or swivel the flash head to
bounce the light off a ceiling or wall. This diffuses the light,
resulting in a softer, more natural look compared to direct flash.

Q4: What is the difference between auto and manual flash
modes?

A4: Auto mode lets the camera determine the flash power, while
manual mode gives you precise control over the flash power
level. Manual mode is ideal for situations requiring very specific
lighting, such as studio setups or when working with multiple
flash units. This is a very important distinction for effectively
using your Nikon SB-600.

Q5: My photos are overexposed when using the SB-600.
What should I do?

A5: Try adjusting the flash exposure compensation (FEC) to a
negative value. This will reduce the flash power, preventing
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overexposure. You might also need to reduce your ISO setting or
use a faster shutter speed.

Q6: How far can the SB-600 effectively illuminate a
subject?

A6: The effective range depends on factors like ISO, aperture,
and the reflective properties of the surroundings. The guide
number (38 at ISO 100) is a guideline, but the actual range
varies considerably.

Q7: Can I use the SB-600 for macro photography?

A7: Yes, the SB-600's compact size and versatile lighting
capabilities make it suitable for macro photography, particularly
in situations where additional illumination is needed. Keep in
mind that you'll likely need to use a lower flash power to avoid
overexposing the subject at close range.
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Q8: Where can I find replacement parts for the SB-600?

A8: Nikon authorized service centers and some reputable online
retailers are your best sources for replacement parts. Always
ensure the parts are genuine Nikon components to maintain the
flash's optimal performance and warranty.

Mastering the Nikon Speedlight
SB-600: A Comprehensive Guide

The Nikon Speedlight SB-600 is a robust compact flash unit that
has aided countless photographers in enhancing their pictures.
While seemingly uncomplicated at first glance, understanding its
potential unlocks a universe of creative possibilities. This in-
depth guide will lead you through the details and outs of the
SB-600, empowering you to utilize its full power.

Understanding the SB-600's Core Functionality:
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The SB-600 is a number 24 (ISO 100, 35mm) flash, meaning it
can illuminate a subject 24 meters away at ISO 100 with a 35mm
lens. This number provides a reference for understanding its
range. However, the effective range is affected by factors such as
ISO setting, aperture, and the subject's reflective properties.

The flash head pivots both vertically and laterally, allowing for
accurate redirection flash photography. This approach smooths
the light, generating more natural and appealing results,
specifically in unfavorable lighting circumstances.

Key Controls and Settings:

The SB-600 features a comparatively easy interface with a
handful of key controls. These include:

e Mode Dial: This selector allows you to choose between
various flash modes, including auto, manual, TTL (Through-
The-Lens), and rear-curtain sync. Understanding the
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distinctions between these modes is crucial for achieving
desired results. Auto mode is convenient for rapid shots,
while TTL provides accurate exposure in most cases.
Manual mode gives the most degree of authority. Rear-
curtain sync generates a impressive effect, freezing motion
at the end of the exposure.

e Flash Exposure Compensation: This adjustment allows
you to fine-tune the flash power, either boosting or
reducing the intensity. This is particularly useful for
balancing the flash with environmental light.

e Zoom Head: The movable zoom head allows you to shape
the light beam. Adjusting the zoom to correspond your
lens's focal length optimizes the reach and intensity of the
flash.

Advanced Techniques and Tips:
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Beyond the basic controls, the SB-600 is able of a variety of
advanced techniques:

e Bounce Flash: As stated earlier, bouncing the flash off a
ceiling or wall smooths the light, eliminating harsh
shadows and creating a more natural look. Experiment
with different orientations to achieve different effects.

e Fill Flash: Using fill flash to boost ambient light is
especially useful in bright daylight situations. This halts
harsh shadows on your subject's face, retaining detail and
creating more even exposures.

¢ Wireless Flash: While the SB-600 doesn't have built-in
wireless capabilities, it can be employed with a compatible
wireless flash system to extend your lighting possibilities.

e Off-Camera Flash: Removing the flash from the camera
and placing it strategically allows for original lighting
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setups, enabling you to shape light in individual ways.
Conclusion:

The Nikon Speedlight SB-600, despite its compact size and
ostensibly straightforward interface, offers a plenty of functions
for photographers of all skill stages. By understanding its
functions and exploring its potential, you can dramatically better
your images. Its adaptability makes it an perfect companion for
both beginners and expert photographers similarly.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is the Nikon SB-600 compatible with all Nikon
cameras? A: The SB-600 is functions with many Nikon DSLRs,
but confirm your camera's documentation to ensure
compatibility.

2. Q: Can I use the SB-600 with assorted optics? A: Yes, but
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adjusting the flash's zoom head to correspond the lens's focal
length will optimize its results.

3. Q: How do I reload the SB-600's batteries? A: The SB-600
uses four AA batteries. Simply change them when they are
exhausted.

4. Q: What type of batteries should I utilize with the
SB-6007? A: Alkaline, NiMH rechargeable, or Lithium AA
batteries can be utilized. However, rechargeable NiMH batteries
are often preferred for their cost-effectiveness and environmental
friendliness.
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