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Stepping back in time to the era of Abraham and
Moses offers a rich tapestry of stories perfect for
engaging children with faith. These Old Testament
narratives,  filled  with  adventure,  faith,  and
challenging  moral  dilemmas,  provide  fertile
ground  for  crafting  compelling  homilies
specifically  tailored  for  young  audiences.  This
article  explores  how  to  effectively  share  these
ancient tales, focusing on making them relatable
and  inspiring  for  children.  We’ll  delve  into  the
lives  of  these  patriarchs,  explore  suitable  story
selections,  and  offer  practical  tips  for  crafting
engaging and meaningful homilies.

Understanding  the
Significance of  Abraham and
Moses for Children
The  stor ies  o f  Abraham  and  Moses  are
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foundational  to  the  Jewish  and Christian  faiths.
For  children,  these  tales  can  introduce
fundamental  concepts  such  as:

Faith  and  Obedience:  Abraham's
willingness  to  sacrifice  Isaac  and  Moses'
unwavering belief in God despite Pharaoh's
oppression  demonstrate  profound  acts  of
faith,  teaching  children  about  trust  and
obedience to a higher power. This is a core
concept in Old Testament stories for kids.
Courage  and  Perseverance:  Moses’
confrontation with Pharaoh and leadership
of  the  Israelites  through  the  desert
showcases courage in the face of adversity.
Abraham's  journeys  into  unknown  lands
exemplify  perseverance and trust  in  God's
promises.  These  narratives  highlight  the
importance of Bible stories for children's
moral development.
God's  Covenant  and  Promises:  The
covenant God made with Abraham and the
subsequent liberation of the Israelites from
slavery highlight God’s faithfulness and the
importance  of  keeping  promises.  This
establishes  the  idea  of  a  loving  and
committed  God,  a  central  theme  in
children's  Bible  study .
Justice  and  Compassion:  While  the  Old
Testament depicts moments of conflict and
judgment,  it  also  emphasizes  justice  and
compassion.  Moses'  advocacy  for  the
Israelites  and  Abraham’s  hospitality  to
strangers  are  examples  that  children  can
readi ly  grasp.  These  stor ies  of fer
opportunities to discuss empathy and social
justice  within  a  religious  education
curriculum  for  children.



Back In The Days Of Moses And Abraham Old
Testament Homilies For Children

Back In The Days Of Moses And Abraham Old Testament Homilies For
Children

3

Selecting Appropriate  Stories
and  Adapting  for  Young
Audiences
When selecting stories from the lives of Abraham
and Moses  for  children's  homilies,  consider  the
following:

Age Appropriateness: Adapt the language
and detail to match the children's age and
comprehension  level.  Simplify  complex
theological concepts and focus on the main
moral lesson. For example, when discussing
the sacrifice of  Isaac,  focus on Abraham's
unwavering faith and God's provision rather
than the graphic details.
Storytelling  Techniques:  Use  engaging
storyte l l ing  techniques  l ike  v iv id
descriptions, sound effects, and interactive
elements  to  capture  children's  attention.
Incorporate puppets, visuals, or role-playing
to make the stories come alive.
Relatable  Characters:  Emphasize  the
relatable  aspects  of  the  characters.
Abraham's  struggles  with  infertility  and
Moses' feelings of inadequacy can resonate
with children facing their own challenges.
Clear Moral Messages: Clearly identify the
moral  of  the  story  and  relate  it  to  the
children's  lives.  For  instance,  Abraham's
obedience  highlights  the  importance  of
listening  to  parents  and authority  figures,
while Moses' leadership shows the power of
standing up for what is right.

Crafting  Engaging  Homilies:
Practical  Tips

Start with a captivating hook: Begin with



Back In The Days Of Moses And Abraham Old
Testament Homilies For Children

Back In The Days Of Moses And Abraham Old Testament Homilies For
Children

4

a question, a dramatic event, or a relatable
situation to instantly engage the children.
Use  simple  language  and  repetition:
Keep  the  vocabulary  age-appropriate  and
use repetition to reinforce key messages.
Incorporate  interactive  elements:  Ask
questions, encourage participation, and use
visual aids to keep children engaged.
Relate  the  story  to  their  lives:  Draw
paral le ls  between  the  characters’
experiences and the children’s lives to make
the lessons more relevant.
End with a call to action: Encourage the
children to apply the moral lesson to their
daily  lives.  This  might  involve  a  simple
prayer, a commitment to a specific action, or
a  discussion  about  how  to  act  in  similar
situations.

Addressing  Potential
Challenges  and  Concerns
Some Old Testament narratives, particularly those
involving violence or difficult moral dilemmas, may
require careful handling. Always:

Provide context: Explain the historical and
cultural  background  of  the  story  to  help
children  understand  the  events  in  their
proper perspective.
Emphasize  God's  love  and  mercy:
Highlight God's unwavering love and mercy,
even amidst challenging situations.
Address difficult questions honestly: Be
prepared  to  answer  children's  difficult
questions in an age-appropriate and honest
manner.
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Conclusion
Sharing the stories of Abraham and Moses with
children offers a unique opportunity to instill faith,
inspire moral  development,  and foster  a deeper
understanding of religious traditions. By carefully
selecting stories, adapting them to the age group,
and  using  engaging  storytelling  techniques,  we
can  create  meaningful  and  memorable  homilies
that leave a lasting impact on young hearts and
minds.  The  stories  of  these  patriarchs  provide
timeless  lessons  that  remain  relevant  and
impactful for generations to come, ensuring that
the legacy of faith continues to be passed on.

FAQ
Q1: How can I make the stories of Abraham
and Moses interesting for younger children
(preschool age)?

A1:  For  preschoolers,  focus  on  the  simpler
narratives,  like  God’s  promises  to  Abraham  or
Moses parting the Red Sea. Use visual aids like
colorful pictures, puppets, or even simple props to
help them visualize  the stories.  Keep sentences
short  and  repetitive,  emphasizing  the  core
message of God's love and protection. Sing songs
or engage in simple actions related to the story.

Q2: How can I address the seemingly harsh
aspects  of  the  Old  Testament,  like  God's
anger or punishment, with young children?

A2:  Focus  on  God's  love  and  mercy  as  the
overarching themes. Explain that even when God
showed  anger,  it  was  always  in  response  to
wrongdoing  and  ultimately  aimed  at  restoring
justice.  Emphasize  God's  forgiveness  and  the
opportunity for redemption. Use age-appropriate
language and avoid graphic details.
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Q3:  What  are  some  creative  ways  to
incorporate these stories into Sunday School
or religious education classes?

A3: Use craft activities related to the stories (e.g.,
making a model of Noah's Ark, creating a timeline
of Moses' life). Engage in role-playing or dramatic
reenactments.  Incorporate  music,  songs,  and
dances related to the themes of the stories. Use
interactive  games  and  quizzes  to  reinforce
learning.

Q4: Are there any good children's books or
resources that tell the stories of Abraham and
Moses in a child-friendly way?

A4:  Yes,  numerous  children's  books  retell  the
stories of Abraham and Moses in accessible and
engaging  ways.  Check  your  local  library  or
bookstore  for  age-appropriate  options.  Many
publishers  specialize  in  children's  Bibles  with
simplified text and colorful illustrations.

Q5: How can I encourage children to apply
the lessons from these stories to their daily
lives?

A5: Relate the moral lessons to specific situations
children  may  face.  For  example,  Abraham's
obedience can be linked to listening to parents,
Moses' courage can be linked to standing up for
what's right,  even when it's difficult.  Encourage
children to share their thoughts and feelings about
the stories and how they might apply the lessons
learned in their lives.

Q6: How can I help children understand the
concept  of  a  covenant  as  presented  in  the
stories of Abraham and Moses?

A6: Use simple analogies to explain a covenant – a
special  promise  or  agreement.  You  might  use
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examples  like  a  promise  between  friends  or  a
birthday  agreement.  Explain  that  God  made  a
special  promise  (covenant)  with  Abraham  and
Moses,  showing  His  love  and  commitment.
Highlight  God's  faithfulness  in  keeping  His
promises.

Q7: What are some potential pitfalls to avoid
when teaching these stories to children?

A7:  Avoid  overly  simplistic  or  inaccurate
portrayals of the stories. Avoid focusing solely on
the miraculous events while neglecting the moral
lessons. Avoid using fear tactics or presenting God
as solely an angry or punitive figure. Be mindful of
potentially  disturbing  elements  and  adapt  the
narrative accordingly for sensitive audiences.

Q8: How can I evaluate the effectiveness of
my homilies on Abraham and Moses?

A8: Observe the children’s engagement during the
homily.  Ask  them  questions  to  gauge  their
understanding.  Encourage  them  to  share  their
thoughts  and feelings.  Follow up with  activities
that allow them to express their learning. Consider
using  informal  assessments  (drawing,  writing,
role-playing)  to  assess  their  comprehension and
application of the moral lessons.

Back  in  the  Days  of  Moses  and  Abraham:  Old
Testament Homilies for Children

Introducing  youngsters  to  the  captivating
narratives of the Old Testament can be a enriching
yet  challenging  task.  The  stories  are  often
involved,  filled  with  bygone  customs  and  vast
themes that may seem distant to a child's grasp.
However,  the lives of  figures like Abraham and
Moses offer rich opportunities to teach crucial life
lessons  in  an  understandable  way.  This  article
explores how to create interesting Old Testament
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homilies for children, focusing on the journeys of
Abraham and Moses,  aiming to foster faith and
moral development.

Crafting  Compelling  Narratives  for  Young
Minds:

The key to successful homilies lies in adjusting the
intricate  narratives  to  a  child's  level  of  grasp.
Instead of focusing on the details of theological
debate, emphasize the essential values and moral
lessons. For example, Abraham's story highlights
faith, obedience, and steadfast trust in God. We
can streamline the story for children by focusing
on his eagerness to obey God's commands, even
when they seemed difficult. We can use graphic
language  and  relatable  analogies.  Imagine
Abraham's  journey  as  a  amazing  adventure,
similar  to  a  favorite  kid's  story,  filled  with
challenges and victories.

Similarly, Moses' story is a powerful testament to
courage,  direction,  and  the  significance  of
perseverance. His escape from Egypt, the parting
of  the  Red  Sea,  and  the  receiving  of  the  Ten
Commandments  can  be  presented  as  thrilling
episodes, emphasizing his bravery in the front of
adversity  and his  dedication to  his  people.  Use
visual aids such as pictures, marionettes, or even
enactments to make the stories lasting. Children
learn best through interactive experiences.

Incorporating Interactive Elements:

To enhance engagement,  incorporate interactive
elements  into  your  homilies.  Ask  questions  to
encourage  children  to  consider  on  the  story's
significance.  For  instance,  after  narrating  the
story of Abraham's willingness to sacrifice Isaac,
you  can  ask:  "How do  you  think  Abraham felt
when God asked him to do this arduous thing?"
This encourages empathy and reflective thinking.
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You  can  also  use  exercises  to  reinforce  the
lessons.  For  example,  you  could  have  children
create drawings or pictures depicting scenes from
the stories. You can also have them play parts of
the  stories  or  compose  short  poems  or  songs
based on what they have learned. These games
help  solidify  their  understanding  and  make  the
learning process more pleasant.

Connecting Old Testament Stories to Modern
Life:

The knowledge found in the stories of Abraham
and Moses isn't confined to the past. Connect the
lessons to contemporary situations that children
can  readily  relate  to.  For  example,  Abraham's
obedience can be linked to heeding parents' rules
or educational regulations. Moses' leadership can
be connected to the importance of teamwork and
helping others. By drawing parallels between the
ancient world and the modern world, you make the
stories  more  applicable  and  significant  to
children's  lives.

Conclusion:

Sharing the stories of Abraham and Moses with
children is an possibility to instill conviction, moral
ideals,  and  a  more  profound  understanding  of
God's  devotion.  By  using  creative  storytelling
techniques,  interactive  games,  and  pertinent
examples, we can make these ancient narratives
come  vibrant  for  young  minds.  These  homilies
become not  just  stories,  but  powerful  tools  for
shaping their character and directing them on a
path of belief and integrity.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: How can I adapt the stories to different
age groups?
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A1:  For  younger  children  (preschool  –  early
elementary),  focus  on  simple  narratives,  using
repetitive  phrases  and bright  visuals.  For  older
children (upper elementary – middle school), you
can  introduce  more  complex  themes  and
encourage  deeper  discussions.

Q2:  What  if  children ask questions  I  don't
know how to answer?

A2: It’s okay to admit you don't know the answer.
You can research the answer together, turning it
into a learning experience for both of you.

Q3: How can I make sure the homilies are
engaging and not boring?

A3:  Use  varied  tones,  voices,  and  expressions.
Incorporate songs, games, and visual aids to keep
children interested. Involve them actively in the
storytelling process.

Q4: Are there any resources available to help
me create Old Testament homilies?

A4: Yes, many children's Bibles and commentaries
offer age-appropriate retellings of Old Testament
stories. Also, search online for children's sermons
and  Sunday  school  lessons  on  Abraham  and
Moses.
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