
Bergey Manual Citation Mla

Bergey Manual Citation MLA: A
Comprehensive Guide
The *Bergey's Manual of Systematic Bacteriology*, a cornerstone of
microbiology, requires careful citation, particularly when following the
Modern Language Association (MLA) style. This comprehensive guide will
navigate you through the intricacies of *Bergey Manual* citation in MLA,
covering everything from basic principles to advanced scenarios, addressing
common pitfalls, and providing practical examples. Understanding proper
*Bergey Manual citation MLA* is crucial for maintaining academic integrity
and presenting your research effectively.
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Understanding the *Bergey's Manual*
The *Bergey's Manual of Systematic Bacteriology* is not a single book but a
series of volumes, each focusing on specific bacterial groups. This multi-
volume structure significantly impacts how you cite it in your work. Knowing
the specific edition and volume you're referencing is paramount for accurate
*Bergey Manual citation MLA*. This necessitates careful attention to detail,
especially considering the ongoing revisions and updates within the manual
itself. Accurate referencing of this vital microbiological resource is crucial for
maintaining the integrity and transparency of your research.

MLA Citation Basics for the *Bergey's
Manual*
MLA style prioritizes brevity and clarity. When citing the *Bergey's Manual*,
the fundamental elements you need are the author(s), the title, the edition
number (if applicable), the volume number, the chapter title (if relevant),
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the publisher, the publication date, and the page range or specific page
number. For example, a basic in-text citation might look like this: (Bergey et
al. 2020, 150). This indicates information was retrieved from page 150 of a
*Bergey's Manual* publication from 2020. The full citation at the end of your
paper would elaborate on this. Note that this is a simplified example, and
specific details will change depending on the edition and volume you are
using. This precise method ensures correct *Bergey Manual citation MLA* is
consistently implemented throughout your document.

### In-Text Citations: Providing Context

In-text citations should accurately reflect the information you are drawing
from *Bergey's Manual*. If you're quoting directly, use quotation marks and
include the page number. If you're paraphrasing, still include the page
number to pinpoint the source. For instance: "The genus *Escherichia* is
characterized by its ability to ferment lactose" (Bergey et al. 2020, 205).
This demonstrates proper *Bergey Manual citation MLA* for a paraphrase.
The key is to provide enough information for the reader to easily locate the
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relevant passage in your sources. Using specific chapter titles in your in-text
citations can also provide clarity to the reader, depending on the content.

### Works Cited Page: The Complete Reference

The "Works Cited" page provides the complete bibliographic information for
all your sources, including the *Bergey's Manual*. Here's how you might
format it:

Example 1 (Multiple Authors):

Bergey, David H., et al., eds. *Bergey's Manual of Systematic Bacteriology*.
5th ed., vol. 3, Springer, 2015.

Example 2 (Specific Chapter):

Brenner, Don J., et al. "Enterobacteriaceae." *Bergey's Manual of Systematic
Bacteriology*, 2nd ed., vol. 1, Springer, 2001, pp. 573–722.
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Notice the consistency in referencing the *Bergey Manual*. The examples
above correctly highlight the importance of specifying the edition and
volume when constructing a complete citation. Failing to provide this crucial
information would invalidate your *Bergey Manual citation MLA*.

Different Editions and Volumes: Managing
Complexity
The *Bergey's Manual* has undergone several editions and is structured into
multiple volumes. Therefore, your citation must clearly identify the specific
edition and volume you consulted to avoid ambiguity. This specific detail is
the most critical aspect of correctly utilizing *Bergey Manual citation MLA*.
Always double-check the edition and volume before creating your citation.
The publisher and publication date also vary between editions and volumes,
adding another layer of complexity that demands accuracy.
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Online Access and Digital Object Identifiers
(DOIs)
Increasingly, researchers access the *Bergey's Manual* online. If you
accessed it through a database or online platform, include the URL or DOI
(Digital Object Identifier) in your citation. The DOI is a persistent link that
helps locate the specific version of the material online. Its inclusion
significantly enhances the accuracy of *Bergey Manual citation MLA* in
digital environments.

Conclusion: Mastering *Bergey Manual*
Citation
Successfully citing the *Bergey's Manual* in MLA requires meticulous
attention to detail. Remember to specify the edition, volume, chapter (if
applicable), page numbers, and any relevant DOIs or URLs. Adhering to
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these guidelines ensures clarity, consistency, and most importantly,
academic integrity in your work. Proper *Bergey Manual citation MLA* not
only fulfills academic standards but also facilitates easy access to your
sources for other researchers. Consistency in the approach throughout your
research and across different volumes and editions prevents inaccuracies
and strengthens the credibility of your work.

FAQ: Addressing Common Questions
Q1: What if I only used a small section from a chapter? A: Even if you
only used a small portion, you must still provide the page number(s) or
range within the chapter.

Q2: How do I cite figures or tables from *Bergey's Manual*? A: Cite
the figure or table number as well as the page number(s) where it appears,
following the standard *Bergey Manual citation MLA* format.

Q3: What if the *Bergey's Manual* is referenced indirectly (e.g.,
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cited in another article)? A: You should cite the original source – the
*Bergey's Manual* – if at all possible. However, if the original is inaccessible,
cite the secondary source, making this clearly known within your text.

Q4: Can I use the shortened title, "Bergey's Manual," in subsequent
citations? A: Yes, once the full citation has been provided in your Works
Cited page, you may use a shortened version like "Bergey's Manual" in
subsequent in-text citations.

Q5: How do I cite an online version of the *Bergey's Manual*? A:
Include the URL or DOI alongside the usual edition and volume information.

Q6: What happens if I accidentally cite the wrong edition or
volume? A: This constitutes a citation error. Depending on the context, it
could be considered plagiarism, impacting the credibility of your work.
Always double-check your citations.

Q7: Are there different MLA citation styles for different *Bergey's
Manual* volumes? A: The basic principles remain consistent; however,
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differences in volume structure might necessitate slight adjustments in the
specific details of your citation.

Q8: Where can I find more information on MLA citation style? A: The
official MLA Handbook and online resources provide comprehensive
guidance on proper MLA citation practices. Consult the Purdue OWL (Online
Writing Lab) website for a frequently updated guide.

Navigating the Microbial World: A Guide to
Bergeys Manual Citation in MLA Style
The enthralling world of microbiology hinges on accurate characterization of
microorganisms. A cornerstone of this endeavor is Bergey's Manual of
Systematics of Archaea and Bacteria | Bergey's Manual of Determinative
Bacteriology, a comprehensive reference that grounds much of the area's
research. However, correctly citing this extensive work within the context of
an MLA style paper can offer a unique difficulty. This article intends to
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illuminate this process, giving you with the tools and knowledge to
adequately cite Bergey's Manual in your academic assignments.

The challenge in citing Bergey's Manual stems from its organization. Unlike
a typical book with a single author and publication date, Bergey's Manual is
a multi-volume work, often updated and revised, with numerous
contributors to each edition and section. This necessitates a more
sophisticated approach to citation than a standard book. The essential
element is to identify the specific edition, volume, and chapter, or even a
specific section within a chapter, you are referencing. Failing to do so
renders your citation incomplete and potentially misleading.

For example, imagine you are referencing a description of *Escherichia coli*
found within the second edition of Bergey's Manual of Systematic
Bacteriology. A elementary citation might look like this:

> (Bergey et al. 2001)

However, this is insufficient. It lacks the specificity required by MLA style. A
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more citation would include the volume number and the specific page where
the details is located:

> (Bergey et al. 2001, Vol. 1, 567-572).

Further enhancement could involve adding the chapter title if this helps to
narrow down the citation:

> (Bergey et al. 2001, Vol. 1, "Enterobacteriaceae," 567-572).

This level of accuracy is essential for academic integrity. It enables readers
to quickly and easily locate the precise portion of Bergey's Manual you are
referencing. This is particularly significant considering the sheer size and
breadth of the manual.

The insertion of editors’ names, instead of simply “Bergey et al.,” is also
important for complete accuracy. This aids to avoid potential uncertainty,
particularly when there are many editions of the manual with different
editors. You might reflect adding the editor’s name(s) and using the full title
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of the section or volume you’re citing in the parenthetical citation, especially
for online sources or digital versions of the text.

To further strengthen the clarity of your citation, consider the employment
of a full bibliographic entry in your “Works Cited” page. This would provide a
more thorough description of the reference, aiding readers in locating it
efficiently. The format for the Works Cited entry would conform to MLA
guidelines and would include elements like author (or editor) names, the full
title of the edition and volume, publication data (publisher, location, year),
and any pertinent volume or page numbers.

Understanding the structure of Bergey's Manual and applying the principles
of MLA style are essential for ethical academic work. By adhering to the
recommendations outlined in this article, you can guarantee that your
citations are both accurate and successful in conveying your research to
your peers. The precision of your citations immediately influences the
validity of your work.
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In summary, proper citation of Bergey's Manual in MLA style necessitates
careful attention to detail. By specifying the precise edition, volume,
chapter, and page numbers, and by including this information into both
parenthetical and "Works Cited" entries, you can preserve academic
honesty and effectively transmit your findings. This thorough approach is
essential in the rigorous world of scientific communication.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What if I'm using an online version of Bergey's Manual?

A1: The citation principles remain the same; however, you'll need to include
the URL and access date in your "Works Cited" entry, following standard
MLA guidelines for online sources.

Q2: Is it acceptable to cite only the edition of Bergey's Manual in
my paper?

A2: No, this is insufficient. MLA style requires specificity; you must cite the
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volume, chapter, and page numbers relevant to your specific reference.

Q3: How do I cite a specific taxonomic description within Bergey's
Manual?

A3: Cite the edition, volume, chapter title (if applicable), and page numbers
where the description is located. Be sure to include the full taxonomic
classification (e.g., genus, species) in your text.

Q4: What happens if I don't cite Bergey's Manual properly?

A4: Improper citation constitutes plagiarism, which can have serious
academic consequences, including failing grades and potential disciplinary
actions.
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