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Legal Writing in Plain English, Second
Edition: A Comprehensive Review
The second edition of *Legal Writing in Plain English: A Text with Exercises*
(Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) stands as a landmark
guide for anyone striving to improve clarity and accessibility in legal
writing. This book isn't just another style guide; it's a practical toolkit
that empowers legal professionals, students, and anyone dealing with legal
documents to communicate effectively. We'll delve into its key features,
benefits, and how it can revolutionize your approach to legal writing.

Understanding the Need for Plain Language in Legal
Documents
Legal jargon often obscures meaning, making legal documents inaccessible to
the average person. This inaccessibility can lead to misunderstandings,
disputes, and a general lack of trust in the legal system. *Legal Writing in
Plain English* directly addresses this problem, advocating for a shift
towards plain language—writing that is clear, concise, and easily understood
by its intended audience. This is crucial for several reasons: improved
client communication, increased efficiency in legal processes, and a stronger
emphasis on legal transparency. The book effectively tackles the challenges
of transitioning from traditional legal writing styles to a more accessible
approach.

Key Features and Benefits of the Second Edition
This second edition builds upon the success of its predecessor, offering
refined guidance and updated examples reflecting contemporary legal
practices. Some of its key features include:
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Comprehensive Coverage: The book systematically addresses all facets of
legal writing, from drafting simple sentences to constructing complex
legal arguments. It covers various document types, including contracts,
briefs, and wills.
Practical Exercises: Unlike many style guides, this book actively
engages the reader through numerous exercises. These exercises reinforce
concepts and allow readers to practice applying plain language
techniques in realistic scenarios. This hands-on approach is invaluable
for solidifying understanding and improving practical skills. The
exercises themselves are a major strength, offering a practical
application of the theoretical information presented.
Real-World Examples: The book uses numerous examples of both good and
bad legal writing to illustrate its points. These examples effectively
demonstrate the difference between convoluted, jargon-laden writing and
clear, concise prose. This comparative approach makes the principles
easily digestible and memorable.
Updated for Current Practice: The second edition reflects changes in
legal technology and communication styles. It incorporates discussions
on electronic filings, email communication in a legal context, and the
evolving needs of diverse audiences.
Focus on Audience: The book consistently emphasizes the importance of
tailoring writing to the intended audience, be it a judge, a jury, or a
client. This audience-centric approach is a cornerstone of effective
plain language legal writing.

Practical Application and Implementation Strategies
*Legal Writing in Plain English* isn’t just a theoretical discussion; it
offers a practical roadmap for implementing plain language principles. The
book's strategies are readily applicable across diverse legal settings:

Law Firms: Implementing the book's techniques can improve client
communication, reduce misunderstandings, and ultimately enhance client
satisfaction. Clearer communication leads to more efficient case
management.
Law Schools: This book serves as an invaluable resource for legal
education, helping students develop essential writing skills that are
crucial for success in their legal careers. The focus on plain language
is increasingly recognized as a critical skill.
Government Agencies: Government agencies can use the book's guidance to
improve the clarity and accessibility of legal documents and notices,
ensuring citizens can easily understand their rights and
responsibilities.



Legal Writing In Plain English Second Edition A Text With Exercises Chicago
Guides To Writing Editing And Publishing

Legal Writing In Plain English Second Edition A Text With Exercises Chicago Guides To Writing Editing And
Publishing

3

Self-Represented Litigants: While not directly targeted at this
audience, the principles of plain language legal writing are immensely
valuable for self-represented litigants. The book's emphasis on clarity
helps anyone navigate complex legal materials.

Style and Tone: A User-Friendly Approach
The book's style is approachable and engaging, avoiding the dense, academic
tone often found in legal writing manuals. Its clear explanations, real-world
examples, and practical exercises make it accessible to readers with varying
levels of experience in legal writing. The authors’ commitment to clear,
concise prose mirrors the very principles they advocate for. The book itself
is a model of plain language legal writing.

Conclusion: A Must-Have Resource for Clearer Legal
Communication
*Legal Writing in Plain English, Second Edition* is a valuable asset for
anyone involved in the legal profession or anyone who regularly works with
legal documents. By emphasizing clarity, conciseness, and audience awareness,
the book empowers readers to create legal documents that are easily
understood and respected. The combination of theoretical guidance and
practical exercises makes this book an indispensable resource for mastering
the art of plain language legal writing and improving communication in the
legal field. The second edition's updates ensure its continued relevance and
value in the ever-evolving landscape of legal communication.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Is this book only for lawyers?

A1: No, while highly beneficial for lawyers, *Legal Writing in Plain English*
is valuable for anyone who deals with legal documents—paralegals, law
students, government employees, and even individuals who need to understand
complex legal texts. The principles of clear communication are universally
applicable.

Q2: How much prior knowledge of legal writing is required?

A2: No prior knowledge is necessary. The book starts with fundamental
concepts and gradually progresses to more complex aspects of legal writing.
The clear and concise explanations make it accessible to all levels of
experience.
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Q3: What makes this edition different from the first edition?

A3: The second edition incorporates updated examples reflecting current legal
practices, includes discussions of emerging communication technologies in
legal contexts, and offers refined guidance based on reader feedback and
evolving best practices in legal writing.

Q4: Are the exercises challenging?

A4: The exercises range in difficulty, starting with straightforward tasks
and gradually increasing in complexity. They are designed to be challenging
enough to promote learning but not so daunting as to discourage the reader.

Q5: Can this book help me write a better contract?

A5: Absolutely. The book provides guidance on drafting clear, concise, and
unambiguous contracts, avoiding potential areas of confusion or dispute. It
emphasizes the importance of precision and clarity in contractual language.

Q6: Does the book address ethical considerations in legal writing?

A6: While not explicitly a primary focus, the book implicitly addresses
ethical considerations by emphasizing the importance of clarity and accuracy.
Avoiding ambiguous language and ensuring the audience fully understands the
document contributes to ethical legal practice.

Q7: Is there a digital version of the book available?

A7: You should check with the publisher (The University of Chicago Press) to
see if digital versions (e-book formats) are available for purchase. Many
academic publishers offer digital options alongside print copies.

Q8: What is the overall value proposition of this book?

A8: The value lies in its ability to significantly improve legal writing
skills, leading to clearer communication, reduced misunderstandings, and
increased efficiency in legal processes. The practical exercises and real-
world examples contribute significantly to its overall value and
practicality.

Demystifying Legal Jargon: A Deep Dive into "Legal
Writing in Plain English, Second Edition"
Legal papers are often notorious for their complex language, leaving the
average person baffled. This obstacle to understanding isn't simply an
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annoyance; it undermines access to justice and hinders effective
communication between legal practitioners and their constituents. Thankfully,
resources like "Legal Writing in Plain English, Second Edition: A Text with
Exercises" (part of the esteemed Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and
Publishing series) offer a potent remedy to this widespread issue. This
thorough guide doesn't just recommend improvements; it provides a usable
framework for modifying legal writing into clear, concise, and comprehensible
prose.

The book’s power lies in its experiential technique. It's not a theoretical
discourse of principles; it's a manual brimming with practice designed to
hone the reader's skills. Each chapter constructs upon the previous one,
step-by-step presenting key concepts and techniques. The creators skillfully
illustrate how to eradicate superfluous words and phrases, rearrange
sentences for clarity, and pick precise language that transmits the intended
meaning without uncertainty.

One of the book's most essential gifts is its emphasis on the importance of
the recipients. Effective legal writing isn't about amaze with advanced
vocabulary; it's about expressing information effectively to a precise
audience. The book promotes writers to ponder their target audience and
tailor their approach accordingly. This emphasis on audience interaction is a
crucial component of productive legal communication.

Furthermore, the book tackles the problem of approach in legal writing. It
details how the suitable tone can vary according to the context, ranging from
formal and neutral in court briefs to more relaxed in client communications.
This nuanced comprehension of tone is important for sustaining credibility
and building trust.

The inclusion of drills throughout the book is a significant advantage. These
exercises provide readers with opportunities to apply the concepts they've
learned, firming their understanding and fostering their skills in a
protected and regulated environment. The comments provided on the exercises
further elevates the learning experience.

In end, "Legal Writing in Plain English, Second Edition" is an invaluable
resource for anyone involved in the legal domain. Its hands-on strategy,
emphasis on audience, and thoughtful inclusion of activities make it a
powerful tool for augmenting legal writing skills and promoting clear and
effective communication. By mastering the techniques presented in this book,
legal practitioners can significantly improve their ability to transmit
complex legal information in a way that is understandable to all.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Is this book only for lawyers?

A1: No, while it's extremely beneficial for lawyers, "Legal Writing in Plain
English" is useful for anyone who needs to write clearly and concisely about
complex topics. This includes paralegals, law students, and even individuals
needing to write effective business communications.

Q2: What makes the second edition different from the first?

A2: The second edition likely includes updated examples, reflects changes in
legal practice and technology, and potentially incorporates reader feedback
to enhance clarity and exercises. Specific changes would need to be examined
by comparing the editions directly.

Q3: Can this book help me improve my writing in general?

A3: Absolutely. The principles of clear, concise writing taught in this book
are applicable far beyond the legal field. Improving your ability to
structure sentences, eliminate jargon, and focus on your audience will
improve your overall writing skills.

Q4: Is there any software that complements this book?

A4: While the book doesn't specifically recommend software, using grammar and
style checkers can complement the learning process. These tools help identify
areas for improvement in sentence structure and word choice, reinforcing the
principles taught in the book.
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