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Global
Governance
The rise of China and its
increasingly assertive foreign
policy presents a significant
challenge to the existing global
governance architecture, forcing
the European Union (EU) to
reassess its role and strategy.
Understanding this complex
interplay – involving competing
visions of multilateralism,
economic interdependence, and
geopolitical rivalry – is crucial for
navigating the 21st-century
international landscape. This
article explores the multifaceted
relationship between China, the
EU, and the international politics
of global governance, focusing on
key areas of cooperation,
competition, and conflict.

The Evolving
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Landscape of Global
Governance: China
and the EU's Roles
The post-Cold War global order,
built upon liberal internationalism
and multilateral institutions like
the United Nations and the World
Trade Organization (WTO), is
undergoing a significant
transformation. The rise of China,
its economic prowess, and its
increasingly ambitious Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) challenge the
established norms and power
dynamics. Simultaneously, the EU,
a significant economic and
political actor in its own right,
grapples with its own internal
challenges while seeking to
maintain its influence in a
multipolar world. This creates a
complex dynamic where
cooperation and competition
between China and the EU are
interwoven. Key aspects include
China's foreign policy, the EU's
strategic autonomy, and the
reform of international
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institutions.

### Navigating Geopolitical
Competition

Geopolitical competition forms a
significant undercurrent in the
China-EU relationship. China's
assertive actions in the South
China Sea, its human rights record
in Xinjiang and Tibet, and its
increasing influence in Africa and
Eastern Europe all present
challenges to the EU's values and
interests. This competition
extends to technological rivalry,
with both blocs vying for
dominance in areas like 5G
technology and artificial
intelligence. The EU seeks to
promote its own values and
standards through initiatives like
its Indo-Pacific strategy, aiming to
counter China's growing influence
while fostering cooperation on
shared challenges like climate
change and global health.

### Economic Interdependence
and Strategic Partnerships
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Despite geopolitical tensions,
economic interdependence
remains a significant factor. China
is the EU's second-largest trading
partner, and the EU is a major
investor in China. This economic
interconnectedness creates both
opportunities and vulnerabilities.
While trade offers significant
economic benefits for both sides,
concerns about fair competition,
intellectual property theft, and
forced technology transfers
persist. The EU is seeking to
create a more balanced and
reciprocal relationship through
trade agreements and investment
screening mechanisms. This
balance involves promoting EU-
China trade, while mitigating
risks inherent in economic
dependence.

### Multilateralism Under
Strain: Reforming Global
Governance

The effectiveness of existing
global governance institutions is
increasingly questioned in the face
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of rising great power competition.
Both the EU and China advocate
for multilateralism, but their
interpretations and approaches
differ significantly. The EU
emphasizes rules-based
multilateralism grounded in
international law and human
rights, while China's approach
prioritizes state sovereignty and
non-interference in internal
affairs. This difference in
approaches is most visible in their
engagement with the WTO and
other international organizations.
Reforming these institutions to
accommodate the changing global
power dynamics is a crucial
challenge for both the EU and
China, and requires a focus on
global governance reform.

The EU's Approach
to China: A
Balancing Act
The EU's strategy toward China is
characterized by a complex
balancing act between
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cooperation and competition. It
seeks to engage constructively on
issues of mutual interest, such as
climate change, while
simultaneously pushing back
against practices deemed unfair or
harmful to its interests. This
approach entails:

Strengthening internal
resilience: The EU is
investing in its own
technological capabilities
and economic diversification
to reduce its dependence on
China.
Promoting a level playing
field: The EU is actively
working to address unfair
trade practices and protect
its businesses from Chinese
competition.
Engaging in strategic
partnerships: The EU is
strengthening its alliances
with like-minded countries
to counter China's influence
and promote a rules-based
international order.
Promoting human rights
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and democratic values:
The EU continues to raise
concerns about China's
human rights record and
calls for greater respect for
democratic principles.

Future Implications
and Challenges
The relationship between China,
the EU, and the international
politics of global governance will
continue to evolve rapidly in the
coming years. The challenges
ahead include managing
geopolitical competition,
navigating economic
interdependence, and reforming
global governance institutions to
reflect the changing global power
dynamics. The EU's ability to
maintain its influence and promote
its values in a multipolar world
will depend on its ability to forge
effective partnerships, strengthen
its internal resilience, and
skillfully navigate the complex
relationship with China.
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Conclusion
The relationship between China
and the EU is a defining feature of
21st-century international politics.
It is a complex tapestry woven
from threads of economic
interdependence, geopolitical
competition, and divergent visions
of global governance. The EU
faces the challenge of navigating
this complex relationship,
balancing cooperation with
competition to protect its interests
and values while contributing to a
more stable and equitable global
order. The future of global
governance, in many respects,
hinges on the success of this
delicate balancing act.

FAQ
Q1: What is the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), and how does
it impact the EU-China
relationship?

A1: The BRI is a massive
infrastructure development
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strategy launched by China,
aiming to connect Asia, Africa, and
Europe through land and maritime
routes. While it offers potential
economic benefits for
participating countries, it also
raises concerns about debt
sustainability, environmental
impact, and a lack of
transparency. For the EU, the BRI
presents both opportunities for
economic cooperation and
challenges concerning strategic
competition and the potential
erosion of EU influence in regions
impacted by the initiative. The EU
seeks to engage with the BRI
selectively, emphasizing alignment
with EU standards and principles.

Q2: How does the EU's Indo-
Pacific strategy relate to its
China policy?

A2: The EU's Indo-Pacific strategy
aims to strengthen its presence
and partnerships in the Indo-
Pacific region, promoting its
values and interests. It is partly a
response to China's growing
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influence in the region. It’s not
explicitly anti-China, but seeks to
foster a rules-based order in the
region, promoting free and fair
trade, and addressing issues like
climate change and maritime
security. This strategy
complements and informs the EU's
overall China policy, enabling a
more comprehensive and nuanced
approach.

Q3: What are the main
economic concerns the EU has
regarding its relationship with
China?

A3: The EU's main economic
concerns include unfair trade
practices (e.g., subsidies,
dumping), forced technology
transfers, intellectual property
theft, and the lack of a level
playing field for European
businesses operating in China.
The EU seeks to create a more
balanced and reciprocal economic
relationship through trade
agreements, investment
screening, and regulatory



China The European Union And The
International Politics Of Global Governance

China The European Union And The
International Politics Of Global Governance

12

cooperation.

Q4: How does China's human
rights record affect the EU-
China relationship?

A4: China's human rights record,
particularly concerning Xinjiang,
Tibet, and Hong Kong, is a major
source of tension in the EU-China
relationship. The EU consistently
raises concerns about these
issues, imposing sanctions and
calling for greater respect for
human rights. This often clashes
with China's emphasis on non-
interference in internal affairs,
making it a significant challenge
to achieving a more harmonious
relationship.

Q5: What role does technology
play in the EU-China
relationship?

A5: Technology plays a crucial
role, shaping both cooperation and
competition. Both blocs are
competing for technological
leadership in key areas like 5G,
artificial intelligence, and
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renewable energy. This
competition involves issues of
cybersecurity, data security, and
the potential for technological
dominance to translate into
geopolitical influence. The EU
seeks to build its technological
independence while also exploring
areas of cooperation on
technological standards and
innovation.

Q6: How can the EU and China
cooperate on global
challenges?

A6: Despite their differences, the
EU and China can cooperate on
crucial global challenges like
climate change, pandemic
preparedness, and global health
security. These areas demand
international cooperation, offering
opportunities for constructive
engagement. Finding common
ground on these issues can foster
trust and improve the overall
relationship, even amidst
geopolitical tensions.
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Q7: What are the potential
risks of decoupling from
China?

A7: Decoupling from China carries
significant economic risks for the
EU, given its substantial trade and
investment links. It could disrupt
supply chains, increase costs, and
potentially hinder economic
growth. However, the EU
recognizes the need to reduce its
overreliance on China in certain
strategic sectors to enhance
resilience and mitigate risks. The
goal is not complete decoupling
but rather strategic diversification
and risk mitigation.

Q8: What is the future of
global governance in the
context of the EU-China
relationship?

A8: The future of global
governance will likely be
characterized by a more
multipolar system, with both the
EU and China playing significant
roles. The success of global
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governance will depend on the
ability of these major players to
find common ground on key
challenges, reform existing
institutions to reflect the changing
power dynamics, and develop new
mechanisms for cooperation. The
alternative is a fragmented and
potentially unstable international
order.

China, the European
Union, and the
International
Politics of Global
Governance: A
Complex Interplay
The relationship between PRC and
the EU is a pivotal element in the
evolving landscape of global
governance. This intricate
partnership presents both
significant prospects and
considerable difficulties for the
global structure. Understanding
this complex dynamic requires a
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comprehensive examination of
their separate interests,
approaches, and the wider
geopolitical context.

The EU, a globalist entity founded
on principles of cooperation and
due process, originally
approached relations with China
with a focus on trade interaction.
The enormous Chinese market
presented a attractive opportunity
for European businesses, and
trade flourished for a considerable
period. However, this one-sided
focus on economic advantages
gradually gave way to a more
sophisticated understanding of the
obstacles posed by China's
growing power on the global
stage.

China, on the other hand, has
pursued a calculated approach to
international relations,
emphasizing its independent
interests and promoting a non-
hegemonic world order. Its
economic rise has been
astonishing, transforming it into a
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major trade power and a key
player in numerous international
bodies. However, concerns remain
regarding China's human liberties
record, its forcefulness in the
South China Sea, and its
increasing technological expertise,
leading to apprehensions about
potential commercial domination
and defense threats.

The EU's response has been a
blend of engagement and
criticism. While trade ties remain
vital, the EU has become
increasingly outspoken in its
apprehensions about China's
human liberties abuses, its
unethical trade practices, and its
forceful foreign diplomacy. This
has led to friction in the
partnership, necessitating a more
sophisticated approach to
managing this crucial connection.

One prominent area of
collaboration remains trade
cooperation. Despite concerns,
commercial ties are too important
to be easily disrupted. However,
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the EU is increasingly pushing for
a more balanced relationship,
aiming to limit its dependence on
China while simultaneously
promoting just rivalry and
safeguarding its rights.

The geopolitical context further
intricates the EU-China
relationship. The rise of China as a
world power has altered the
proportion of power, generating
both possibilities and difficulties
for the EU's calculated objectives.
The EU needs to carefully balance
its economic interests with its
principles and safety worries.

Furthermore, the relationship
between the EU and China is
intimately linked to the larger
world diplomatic environment.
The interaction between the US
and China, for instance, has a
immediate effect on the EU’s
approaches and options.
Navigating this intricate network
of intertwined partnerships is a
ongoing challenge requiring
sophisticated mediation.



China The European Union And The
International Politics Of Global Governance

China The European Union And The
International Politics Of Global Governance

19

In conclusion, the EU-China
interaction is a essential aspect of
global governance. Understanding
the complex relationship of
concerns, strategies, and
geopolitical elements is important
for navigating the difficulties and
seizing the possibilities presented
by this dynamic interaction. The
EU's capacity to effectively handle
this link will significantly influence
its role in shaping a equitable and
stable global system.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs):

1. What are the main economic
interests driving the EU-China
relationship? The EU seeks
access to China's vast market,
while China needs access to
European technology and
investment. However, concerns
about fair competition, intellectual
property theft, and state-
sponsored subsidies complicate
this interaction.

2. How does the EU balance its
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economic interests with its
concerns about human rights
in China? This is a constant
balancing act. The EU has
imposed sanctions on individuals
and entities responsible for human
rights abuses, while also
attempting to engage China on
human rights issues through
dialogue and diplomatic pressure.

3. What role does geopolitical
competition play in the EU-
China relationship? Geopolitical
competition, particularly between
the US and China, significantly
impacts the EU-China dynamic.
The EU seeks to maintain
strategic autonomy, avoiding
excessive dependence on either
superpower.

4. What is the future outlook
for the EU-China relationship?
The future is uncertain, but likely
to remain complex and
challenging. The EU aims to foster
a more balanced and reciprocal
relationship, while navigating the
complexities of economic
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interdependence and geopolitical
competition.
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