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Sports Illustrated August 18, 2014:
Braxton  Miller's  Cover  and  its
Significance
The August 18, 2014, issue of Sports Illustrated, Volume 121, Number 6, featured
Ohio State quarterback Braxton Miller gracing the cover. This wasn't just another
sports magazine cover; it  represented a pivotal moment in Miller's career and
offered  a  glimpse  into  the  burgeoning  expectations  surrounding  the  Ohio  State
Buckeyes football program. This article delves into the significance of this specific
issue, exploring the context surrounding the cover, Miller's impact on the team,
and the lasting legacy of the image itself. We'll also examine related keywords
such as *Braxton Miller Ohio State*, *Sports Illustrated covers*, *College Football
2014*, and *Ohio State Football History*.

The Context of the Cover: Braxton Miller and the
2014 Season
The 2014 college football season held immense promise for Ohio State. Braxton
Miller, a dual-threat quarterback known for his electrifying speed and arm strength,
was the undisputed leader of the team. His presence on the Sports Illustrated
cover  reflected  his  status  as  a  pre-season  Heisman  Trophy  contender  and  a  key
player in the Buckeyes' quest for a national championship. The magazine likely
chose  this  image  to  capitalize  on  the  anticipation  surrounding  the  upcoming
season  and  the  potential  for  a  breakout  year  from Miller  and  his  team.  The
*Braxton  Miller  Ohio  State*  combination  was  a  potent  draw  for  readers  and
reflected the national media’s focus on the Buckeyes.

The cover itself likely depicted Miller in action, showcasing his athleticism and skill.
It  served as a  powerful  visual  representation of  the team's potential  and the
excitement surrounding the upcoming season. The *Sports Illustrated covers* of
this era often featured promising college football stars, making Miller's inclusion a
significant moment in his career.



Sports Illustrated August 18 2014 Volume 121 Number 6 Cover Has Ohio States Braxton Miller

Sports Illustrated August 18 2014 Volume 121 Number 6 Cover Has Ohio States Braxton Miller
2

Braxton Miller's Impact on Ohio State Football
Miller's  impact  on  Ohio  State  extended  far  beyond  just  his  on-field  performance.
His leadership, dedication, and charisma fostered a strong team culture. He was a
player who inspired his teammates, and his athletic abilities made the Buckeyes a
formidable force on the field. However, the 2014 season proved to be challenging.
A shoulder injury sidelined him early in the season, forcing him to transition to
wide receiver. This dramatic shift highlighted his versatility and his commitment to
the team, even amidst  personal  setbacks.  Despite the injury,  the *Ohio State
Football History* remembers him as a critical part of the team's success that year.

Even  though  he  didn't  play  quarterback  for  the  majority  of  the  season,  his
presence was felt throughout the team. His mentorship and experience played a
crucial role in guiding the team. His decision to remain dedicated to the team,
despite his injury, showcased his leadership qualities. This unwavering dedication
reflected well on the image of *Braxton Miller Ohio State*, even after his injury.

The Significance of the Sports Illustrated Cover
The August  18th,  2014 Sports  Illustrated cover  featuring  Braxton Miller  holds
significant  value  for  several  reasons.  Firstly,  it  captured  a  moment  of  high
anticipation before the start of a pivotal season. Secondly, it cemented Miller's
place  as  a  leading  figure  in  college  football.  Thirdly,  it  served  as  a  lasting
testament to his talent and dedication to the sport. Even though injury altered the
trajectory of his season, the cover remains a reminder of his potential and early-
season hype. The image itself likely became a cherished collectible for Ohio State
fans  and sports  memorabilia  enthusiasts.  The cover  highlights  the significance of
*College Football 2014* and the intense media focus on top college programs.

Analyzing the Visuals and the Narrative
While we lack the precise imagery of the cover without access to the physical
magazine, we can infer its likely composition. It likely featured a dynamic action
shot  of  Miller,  highlighting  his  speed  and  power.  The  overall  visual  likely
emphasized the excitement and energy of Ohio State football. The accompanying
article would have delved deeper into his personal journey, his aspirations, and his
role  within  the  team.  This  combination  of  compelling  visuals  and well-written
narrative is  a  hallmark of  Sports  Illustrated's  storytelling approach.  The cover
aimed to capture the potential of *Braxton Miller Ohio State* and the upcoming
season.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy
The Sports Illustrated cover featuring Braxton Miller on August 18, 2014, remains a
significant artifact in Ohio State football history and a testament to Miller's impact
on the game. While his 2014 season took an unexpected turn, the cover serves as
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a reminder of his potential and the high expectations placed upon him and his
team.  The image captured a  specific  moment  in  time,  embodying the  hopes  and
dreams surrounding the Buckeyes' football program. It’s a powerful symbol of what
could have been and a reminder of the unpredictable nature of sports.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find a copy of this Sports Illustrated issue?

A1:  You  might  find  a  copy  on  eBay,  other  online  auction  sites,  or  through
specialized sports memorabilia dealers. Libraries with extensive sports magazine
collections  may  also  possess  a  copy.  However,  finding  this  specific  issue  might
require  some  searching,  due  to  its  age  and  demand.

Q2: Did the cover accurately predict the 2014 season's outcome for Ohio
State?

A2:  Not  entirely.  While  the  cover  highlighted  Miller's  potential,  his  injury
significantly altered the season's narrative. Ohio State did go on to win the national
championship,  but  not  with  Miller  at  quarterback.  The  cover  represented  the
expectations going into the season, not necessarily a precise prediction of the final
result.

Q3:  What  other  athletes  were  featured  on  Sports  Illustrated  covers
around the same time?

A3: To answer accurately, we'd need to consult the Sports Illustrated archives for
that  specific  timeframe.  However,  it's  likely  other  prominent  college  and
professional  athletes were featured,  reflecting the varied sports news and events
happening concurrently.

Q4: What was Braxton Miller's role after his injury in the 2014 season?

A4: After suffering a shoulder injury that prevented him from playing quarterback,
Miller transitioned to the wide receiver position. He played a valuable role in that
capacity,  contributing  to  the  team's  success  despite  not  being  in  his  original
position.

Q5: What happened to Braxton Miller's NFL career?

A5: After college, Braxton Miller was drafted into the NFL. However, his NFL career
didn't  reach  the  same  heights  as  his  college  career,  transitioning  to  a  different
position.  The injuries  he sustained hampered his  ability  to  compete as  a  top
quarterback.

Q6: How did the media react to Braxton Miller's injury?

A6: The media's reaction was a mix of disappointment for Miller and concern for
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Ohio State's prospects. While acknowledging his potential, many articles discussed
the impact of  his  injury on the team's overall  performance and championship
aspirations.

Q7: Was this cover significant in the overall  history of Sports Illustrated
covers?

A7: While not as widely remembered as some iconic Sports Illustrated covers, it
holds a place in the history of the magazine due to the prominence of Braxton
Miller and the eventual Ohio State national championship win in 2014.

Q8: How did Braxton Miller’s appearance on the cover impact his personal
brand?

A8: Appearing on the cover of Sports Illustrated significantly boosted Miller's profile
and personal brand. It  increased his visibility,  enhancing his marketability and
overall  public  recognition,  even  after  his  injury  affected  his  subsequent  football
career  trajectory.

The iconic image: Braxton Miller adorning the cover of *Sports Illustrated*, August
18th, 2014, Volume 121, Number 6. This seemingly mundane snapshot signifies far
more than just a university football player gleaming at the camera. It immortalizes
a moment in time, a summit in the career of a skilled athlete, and mirrors the
dominant influence of sports promotion on shaping collective perception.

This precise issue of *Sports Illustrated* arrived at a pivotal juncture in Miller's
career. He was entering his junior period at Ohio State, already recognized as a
powerful quarterback with outstanding athleticism. The periodical cover, therefore,
served as a confirmation of his status as one of the principal collegiate players in
the nation. The portrait itself is a illustration in sports imaging, ideally capturing
Miller’s focus while simultaneously conveying his boyish energy.

The option of Miller for the cover was not haphazard. It represented a calculated
decision by *Sports Illustrated*'s editorial crew to emphasize a ascending star,
someone who harbored the potential to become a renowned name in the NFL. The
publication's option revealed volumes about their appraisal of Miller's talents and
his future achievement.

Beyond Miller’s individual accomplishment, the cover also exhibits the broader
meaning of college football in American society. College football is more than just a
game;  it's  a  important  societal  establishment,  a  source  of  zeal,  contest,  and
community. The cover article likely analyzed not only Miller's athletic ability but
moreover the larger setting of his existence and the position of college football
within the texture of American society.

The consequence of that *Sports Illustrated* cover is tough to assess correctly, but
its  significance  is  incontestable.  It  acted  as  a  launchpad  for  Miller's  ongoing
accomplishment, raising his status and enticing the notice of NFL watchers. While
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Miller's NFL career didn't precisely mirror the hopes produced by that instant, the
cover stays a material token of his remarkable collegiate path.

In  summary,  the *Sports  Illustrated* cover  featuring Braxton Miller  signifies more
than just a unique moment in time. It illuminates the might of sports media, the
weight  of  college football  in  American civilization,  and the constant  legacy of
legendary  sports  images.  It  serves  as  a  strong recollection that  although the
variabilities  of  athletic  journeys,  a  single  snapshot  can  grasp  a  occasion  and
perpetually form its tale.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: What issue of *Sports Illustrated* featured Braxton Miller on the
cover?

A1: *Sports Illustrated*, August 18th, 2014, Volume 121, Number 6.

Q2: What was Braxton Miller's position at Ohio State?

A2: Quarterback.

Q3: How did the *Sports Illustrated* cover impact Braxton Miller's career?

A3:  It  significantly  raised  his  profile,  attracting  attention  from  NFL  scouts  and
boosting  his  overall  visibility.

Q4: Is this a rare or significant cover?

A4:  While many athletes appear on *Sports Illustrated*,  a cover represents a
significant  achievement  and  a  milestone  in  an  athlete's  career,  especially  at  the
college level. It increases their exposure and influences their perceived value.

Q5: Where can I find a copy of this issue?

A5:  You  can  try  online  marketplaces  like  eBay,  or  potentially  libraries  with
extensive sports magazine archives. It might be challenging to find a pristine copy.
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