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Dream Golf: The Making
of Bandon Dunes,
Revised and Expanded -
A Deep Dive into Golf
Architecture and Coastal
Design

The revised and expanded edition of *Dream Golf: The
Making of Bandon Dunes* isn't just a coffee table book;
it's a meticulously crafted journey into the creation of
one of the world's most celebrated golf destinations.
This compelling narrative details the vision, struggles,
and triumphs behind the development of Bandon
Dunes Golf Resort, a project that redefined links golf
design and coastal development. This article delves
into the book's key aspects, exploring its
architectural design, environmental
considerations, historical context, business
strategies, and the overall impact on the golf world.

A Genesis in the Dunes: The
Vision and Challenges
The book’s central theme revolves around the

unwavering vision of Mike Keiser, the driving force
behind Bandon Dunes. *Dream Golf* chronicles
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Keiser's relentless pursuit of building authentic links
golf courses in a location seemingly untouched by time:
the rugged, windswept coast of Oregon. This section
explores the initial challenges, including the sheer
difficulty of shaping courses amidst the demanding
natural landscape. The book skillfully blends the
technical aspects of golf course design with the
emotional journey of navigating bureaucratic hurdles,
environmental concerns, and the financial risks
involved in such an ambitious project. The narrative
powerfully illustrates how Keiser’s unwavering
commitment, coupled with the expertise of renowned
golf course architects, transformed a seemingly
inhospitable terrain into a golfer's paradise.

Shaping the Sands: Architectural
Design and the Links Tradition

*Dream Golf* provides a detailed, almost intimate look
into the architectural process. It highlights the
collaboration between Keiser and architects such as
David McLay Kidd, Tom Doak, Bill Coore, and Ben
Crenshaw, each bringing their unique design
philosophy to bear on the diverse landscapes of the
resort. The book expertly explains the nuances of links
golf architecture, emphasizing the importance of
natural contours, native grasses, and the integration of
the landscape into the gameplay experience. The
revised edition likely includes updated insights into the
evolution of design thinking at Bandon Dunes,
showcasing the subtle yet significant changes made
over the years to enhance the playing experience and
maintain the integrity of the original vision. Detailed
diagrams and photographs enhance the reader's
understanding of the specific design elements and
their impact on the overall golfing experience.

Beyond the Fairways:
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Environmental Stewardship and
Coastal Preservation

A crucial aspect highlighted in *Dream Golf* is the
delicate balance between development and
environmental protection. The book thoroughly
addresses the environmental impact of the project,
showcasing the considerable efforts made to minimize
the footprint on the sensitive coastal ecosystem. It
explores sustainable practices employed throughout
the development process, from water management to
habitat preservation. This aspect showcases not just
the golf course construction but also the wider
implications of responsible coastal development. The
narrative emphasizes the resort's commitment to
preserving the natural beauty of the area, ensuring
that the golf courses become an integral part of the
landscape rather than dominating it.

The Business of Dreams:
Building a Golfing Mecca

This section focuses on the business acumen that
underpins the Bandon Dunes success story. *Dream
Golf* isn't just about golf course design; it’s also a case
study in innovative business strategies and marketing.
The book likely explores how Keiser successfully built a
luxury golf destination from the ground up, attracting
discerning golfers from around the world. This section
analyses the financial aspects, marketing techniques,
and the unique hospitality experiences that contribute
to the overall success of the resort. It reveals insights
into the careful planning and execution of a business
model that transcends mere profitability to establish a
truly iconic brand in the golfing world.

Legacy and Lasting Impact:
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Redefining Links Golf

*Dream Golf: The Making of Bandon Dunes, Revised
and Expanded* stands as a testament to the power of
vision, perseverance, and meticulous design. The
book's lasting impact lies not only in the creation of a
world-class golf resort but also in its influence on golf
course architecture and development worldwide. The
resort's success has inspired a resurgence of interest
in traditional links golf design, encouraging architects
to embrace natural landscapes and prioritize
sustainability. The book serves as a valuable resource
for anyone interested in golf course design,
environmental stewardship, and the creation of
exceptional experiences in the hospitality industry.

FAQ: Unpacking *Dream Golf*

Q1: What makes *Dream Golf* different from
other books about golf course design?

A1l: Unlike many golf course design books that focus
solely on the technical aspects, *Dream Golf* blends
the technical with the human narrative. It provides an
intimate look into the vision, challenges, and triumphs
of creating a world-class golf destination. It tells the
story of the people involved, the struggles faced, and
the eventual success.

Q2: What is the significance of the revised and
expanded edition?

A2: The revised edition likely offers updated
information on the resort's continued evolution. This
might include changes to the courses, new
environmental initiatives, details about the
development of additional courses or facilities, and
perhaps reflections on the lasting impact of the resort.

Q3: Is the book suitable for only avid golfers?
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A3: No, the book appeals to a broad audience. While
golf enthusiasts will certainly appreciate the technical
details, the narrative is accessible to anyone interested
in architecture, environmental stewardship, business
development, or captivating tales of ambition and
achievement.

Q4: What are some of the key design principles
highlighted in the book?

A4: The book emphasizes the principles of traditional
links golf design - utilizing natural contours, native
grasses, and shaping the course to integrate
seamlessly with its surroundings. It highlights the
importance of strategic bunkering, subtle elevation
changes, and the role of wind in shaping the game.

Q5: How does the book address environmental
concerns?

A5: The book meticulously documents the
environmental considerations and responsible
practices implemented throughout the development of
Bandon Dunes. It details measures taken to protect the
fragile coastal ecosystem and minimize the ecological
impact of the resort.

Q6: What is the overall message or takeaway from
the book?

A6: *Dream Golf* ultimately underscores the power of
a visionary leader, the importance of collaboration, and
the transformative potential of combining passion,
skill, and careful planning to create something truly
exceptional. It inspires through its demonstration of
commitment to quality and sustainability.

Q7: Where can I purchase a copy of *Dream
Golf*?

A7: The book is widely available for purchase online
through major book retailers such as Amazon and
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Barnes & Noble, as well as at specialty golf shops and
potentially directly from the publisher.

Q8: Are there any other resources that
complement the book?

A8: To further enrich the experience, consider visiting
Bandon Dunes Golf Resort itself for a firsthand look at
the stunning courses and landscapes discussed in the
book. Additionally, searching for online interviews or
articles featuring Mike Keiser and the architects
involved would provide further insights into their
experiences.

Dream Golf: The Making of
Bandon Dunes, Revised and
Expanded - A Deep Dive into a
Classic of Golf Literature

For golf enthusiasts, the name Bandon Dunes evokes
images of stunning coastal landscapes, challenging
courses, and an unparalleled golfing experience. But
the story behind this iconic Oregon golf resort is just
as compelling, and David Author's "Dream Golf: The
Making of Bandon Dunes, Revised and Expanded"
delves deeply into its creation, offering a captivating
narrative of vision, grit, and the craft of golf course
design. This expanded edition, improved with new
information, provides an even richer understanding of
this remarkable accomplishment.

The book isn't merely a sequential account of
construction. Instead, it's a complex exploration of the
many factors that contributed to Bandon Dunes'
success. Whaley masterfully blends the practical
aspects of golf course architecture with the personal
stories of the individuals who molded this
extraordinary destination. We experience the
dedication of Mike Keiser, the v1310nary who dreamed
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Crenshaw, the architects who rendered his vision into
reality.

One of the book's strengths lies in its clarity. Even
readers without extensive knowledge of golf course
design will find the account both interesting and
instructive. Whaley uses powerful language to paint
the difficult terrain, the precise process of shaping the
land, and the delicate nuances of course design. He
explains complex concepts in a way that's easily
understood, using similes and specific examples to
illustrate his points.

The revised edition significantly expands upon the
original, incorporating new discussions and current
data about Bandon Dunes' continued growth and
progression. This added context provides a broader
picture of the resort's impact on the golf world. We
learn about the challenges faced in maintaining the
course's excellence in the face of growing popularity
and the creative solutions employed to conserve its
distinct character.

Furthermore, the book goes beyond the technical and
logistical aspects, exploring the historical significance
of Bandon Dunes. It's a story of partnership, of the
people who labored together to bring this project to
life. We meet the locals, the laborers, and the
employees who have all contributed to the success of
Bandon Dunes. This human element adds a gripping
dimension to the narrative, making it a truly
captivating tale.

The book's message is clear: greatness is achieved
through a combination of vision, skill, and persistent
commitment. Bandon Dunes isn't just a golf course; it's
a example to the power of human ambition and the
magic that can be created when individuals with
common goals work together.

In conclusion, "Dream Golf: The Making of Bandon
Dunes, Revised and Expanded" is a indispensable for
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anyone fascinated in golf course architecture, the
business of golf, or simply inspiring stories of
achievement. It is a stimulating book that broadens our
perspective of what's possible when commitment
meets talent.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Who is the target audience for this book? The
book appeals to golf enthusiasts, golf course
architects, business professionals, and anyone
interested in stories of vision, perseverance, and
exceptional achievement.

2. What makes the revised edition different from
the original? The revised edition includes updated
information, new interviews, and expanded coverage of
Bandon Dunes' continued evolution and impact.

3. What is the book's writing style? The writing
style is engaging, accessible, and informative,
seamlessly blending technical details with captivating
human stories.

4. What are the key takeaways from the book? The
book highlights the importance of vision, collaboration,
perseverance, and the ability to overcome significant
challenges in achieving ambitious goals.
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