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1999 BMW M3 Convertible Manual (PD):
A Timeless Classic

The 1999 BMW M3 Convertible, particularly the manual transmission version, represents a
pinnacle of automotive engineering and driving pleasure. This article delves deep into this
iconic vehicle, exploring its key features, performance characteristics, ownership experience,
and lasting appeal. We'll consider aspects like the S54 engine, the manual transmission
experience, and the convertible top, all crucial elements contributing to the car's unique
character. The discussion also touches upon the E36 M3 platform, a chassis known for its
handling prowess and balanced feel.

Introduction: The Allure of the E36 M3 Convertible
Manual

The E36 generation BMW M3, produced from 1992 to 1999, holds a special place in the
hearts of automotive enthusiasts. Its blend of raw performance, refined handling, and
everyday practicality cemented its legacy. The 1999 convertible model, especially with the
prized manual transmission, offers a unique blend of open-air exhilaration and precise
driving dynamics. The 3.2-liter S54 inline-six engine, renowned for its screaming high-
revving nature and potent power delivery, makes this car a thrilling experience. Finding a
well-maintained example today is a testament to its enduring appeal and desirability among
collectors and enthusiasts alike.

Performance and Handling: The S54 Engine's Prowess

The heart of the 1999 M3 Convertible manual (PD) is its 3.2-liter S54 inline-six engine. This
naturally aspirated powerhouse delivers approximately 321 horsepower and 260 Ib-ft of
torque, propelling the car from 0 to 60 mph in approximately 5.5 seconds. This power is
delivered smoothly and progressively through the six-speed manual gearbox, offering a
rewarding driving experience that actively engages the driver. The precise shift action and
well-spaced gears contribute to the car's sporting character.

Beyond raw power, the E36 M3 platform's exceptional handling shines through. The
relatively lightweight construction, coupled with a perfectly balanced chassis, allows for
precise cornering and agile responsiveness. The suspension, while firm, offers a surprisingly
comfortable ride on smooth roads, striking a good balance between sportiness and daily
drivability. This combination of power and handling is what sets this particular M3 apart from
other convertibles of its time. The E36 chassis proved incredibly adaptable and provided a
strong foundation for the M3's thrilling performance.
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Ownership and Maintenance: Challenges and Rewards

Owning a classic car, especially a performance machine like the 1999 M3 Convertible
manual, comes with its own set of responsibilities. Routine maintenance is crucial to
preserving the car's performance and longevity. This includes regular oil changes using high-
quality synthetic oil, diligent checks of the cooling system, and timely replacement of wear
items such as belts, hoses, and brakes.

Finding parts for a 1999 M3, while not impossible, can sometimes be more challenging than
for newer vehicles. Sourcing original BMW parts or high-quality aftermarket alternatives
requires research and diligence. The cost of maintenance and repairs can also be higher than
for more modern vehicles due to the car's age and specialized components. However, the
rewarding ownership experience, the pure driving joy, and the connection with a piece of
automotive history often outweigh the challenges for dedicated enthusiasts. The community
surrounding these cars is also strong, providing support and knowledge-sharing among
owners.

The Convertible Experience: Open-Air Driving at its
Finest

The convertible top, a significant feature differentiating this model, offers a unique driving
experience. Lowering the top transforms the driving experience, allowing you to connect
with the environment in a way that a hardtop simply cannot match. The sound of the S54
engine becomes even more visceral, and the feeling of wind in your hair adds a dimension of
sensory engagement. While the convertible structure might marginally affect the torsional
rigidity compared to its coupe counterpart, the difference is rarely noticeable during
everyday driving. The convertible top mechanism should be properly maintained to
ensure smooth operation and prevent leaks.

Conclusion: A Timeless Investment

The 1999 BMW M3 Convertible manual (PD) is more than just a car; it's a statement. It
represents a moment in automotive history where performance, style, and driving pleasure
converged seamlessly. While owning one requires dedication and commitment, the rewards
are substantial. The thrill of the S54 engine's power, the precise handling, and the open-air
experience create an unforgettable driving experience. This car is a timeless classic, and for
those seeking a blend of exhilarating performance and open-top driving enjoyment, the 1999
M3 Convertible manual remains a highly desirable choice.

FAQ
Q1l: What does "PD" stand for in 1999 M3 Convertible Manual PD?
Al: "PD" typically refers to the production date of the vehicle, though it's not a standardized

abbreviation for BMW. Checking the vehicle identification number (VIN) will provide the exact
manufacturing date. Sometimes, less official sources use "PD" to broadly indicate a
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particular period of production.
Q2: How reliable is a 1999 BMW M3 Convertible?

A2: The reliability of a 1999 M3 Convertible depends heavily on its maintenance history. With
proper care and regular servicing, these cars can be relatively reliable. However, being a
20+ year-old performance car, potential issues like worn suspension components, aging
electrical systems, and potential engine problems are possibilities. Preventative maintenance
is key to mitigating these risks.

Q3: What is the average price of a 1999 BMW M3 Convertible Manual?

A3: The price varies significantly depending on condition, mileage, and modifications. Well-
maintained examples can command premium prices, while those needing significant work
will be considerably cheaper. Checking online classifieds and auction sites provides a good
sense of current market values.

Q4: Are parts expensive for a 1999 M3 Convertible?

A4: Some parts can be expensive, especially original BMW parts. However, a healthy
aftermarket exists, offering more affordable alternatives. Researching reputable suppliers is
crucial.

Q5: What are some common problems with the 1999 M3 Convertible?

A5: Common issues include wear and tear on the suspension, potential leaks in the
convertible top mechanism, and occasional electrical gremlins. Regular inspections and
preventive maintenance are crucial to addressing these potential problems proactively.

Q6: Is the 1999 M3 Convertible a good first sports car?

A6: While incredibly rewarding, it's arguably not ideal as a *first* sports car. Its powerful
engine and responsive handling demand respect and experience. A less powerful car might
be a better starting point for building experience before graduating to this level of
performance.

Q7: How does the 1999 M3 Convertible compare to its competitors?

A7: Competitors from the same era include the Porsche Boxster and the Mercedes-Benz SLK.
The M3 offers a more raw and visceral driving experience compared to the more refined
Porsche and Mercedes, balancing performance with a higher level of engagement.

Q8: What makes the manual transmission so desirable in this car?

A8: The manual transmission provides a more direct connection to the car's performance,
allowing for precise control and a more engaging driving experience. It enhances the
feedback from the engine and road, which is a significant part of the appeal of this car for
driving enthusiasts.
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The 1999 BMW M3 Convertible: A Manual PD
Testament

The year 1999 | nineteen ninety-nine marked a significant | pivotal | memorable point in
automotive history | chronicles. For enthusiasts | purists | aficionados of performance and
open-air driving, the arrival of the 1999 BMW M3 Convertible with the coveted manual | stick-
shift | three-pedal transmission and the highly sought-after PD | Professional Driver's
package was nothing short of a revelation | triumph | masterpiece. This article | piece |
exploration will delve into the unique characteristics | attributes | qualities that make this
specific | particular | distinct model such a coveted | desirable | treasured classic.

The M3 Convertible, even in its standard | base | unadorned form, represented a rare |
uncommon | exceptional blend | fusion | combination of performance and luxury. Imagine |
Envision | Picture the thrill | excitement | rush of the 3.2-liter inline-six engine, producing |
generating | delivering a healthy 236 | two hundred thirty-six horsepower, screaming
through the revolutions | rpm | rotations as you accelerate | speed up | pick up pace down a
winding road | highway | path. The smooth | seamless | effortless power delivery, coupled
with the precise handling characteristics | attributes | features of the BMW chassis, created a
driving experience | adventure | journey that was both exhilarating | thrilling | stimulating
and refined | polished | sophisticated.

But the 1999 M3 Convertible manual PD model | variant | version took things to a whole new
level | height | plane. The PD package wasn't just a badge | label | emblem; it was a signifier
| indication | marker of a car meticulously prepared | tuned | optimized for peak
performance. This included | encompassed | featured upgrades | enhancements |
improvements designed to boost | elevate | increase handling and braking capabilities | skills
| prowess. These often included | involved | comprised a sport-tuned | performance-
enhanced | high-performance suspension, upgraded | improved | enhanced brakes with
larger | bigger | increased rotors and calipers, and sometimes even performance | high-
performance | racing tires. This combination ensured that the open-air excitement | thrill |
rush was tempered | balanced | controlled by exceptional grip and control, making it a truly
special | exceptional | unique driving machine.

The manual transmission, a feature | aspect | characteristic sadly becoming | growing |
transforming increasingly rare | uncommon | scarce in modern vehicles, adds yet another
layer | dimension | element of engagement | participation | involvement to the driving
experience | adventure | journey. The feel | sensory input | sensation of the gearshift | gear
stick | shifter in your hand, the precision of the throw | movement | action, and the direct
connection | link | bond it provides to the powertrain | engine | drivetrain are truly
unparalleled | incomparable | matchless. This visceral connection is a testament | proof |
evidence to the pure | unadulterated | genuine driving pleasure | enjoyment | delight that
this model | variant | version offers.

Beyond its performance prowess | skills | capabilities, the 1999 M3 Convertible also boasted |
showcased | displayed a level of comfort | luxury | opulence that wasn't often found in such
powerful | high-powered | robust machines. The interior | cabin | cockpit was well-appointed |
well-equipped | luxurious, with high-quality materials and a driver-focused | driver-centric |
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ergonomic layout. The convertible | drop-top | open-air design | style | architecture further
added to the overall | general | comprehensive experience | adventure | journey, offering a
unique | distinct | special perspective | viewpoint | outlook on the world | environment |
surroundings while you enjoy | savor | experience the thrill | excitement | rush of the open
road.

In conclusion | summary | closing, the 1999 BMW M3 Convertible manual PD presents a
compelling | persuasive | convincing case for itself as a classic | legendary | iconic sports car.
It's a combination | blend | fusion of exhilarating performance, precise handling, and
luxurious comfort | luxury | opulence, packaged | presented | offered in a breathtaking
convertible | drop-top | open-air form. The rarity | uncommonality | scarcity of the PD
package and the manual transmission only further enhance its appeal | attraction | allure to
collectors | enthusiasts | aficionados and driving enthusiasts | aficionados | admirers alike.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What makes the PD package special? The PD package included performance
enhancements like a sport-tuned suspension, upgraded brakes, and sometimes performance
tires, significantly improving handling and braking.

2. How reliable is the 1999 M3 engine? The 3.2-liter S54 engine is generally considered
reliable with proper maintenance, but like any high-performance engine, it requires careful
attention and timely servicing.

3. Are parts readily available for this model? While some parts might be more difficult
to find than for more modern cars, many specialists and online retailers cater to the BMW M3
community, making parts reasonably accessible.

4. What is the average price of a 1999 M3 Convertible manual PD? The price varies
significantly based on condition, mileage, and the specific options included. Expect to pay a
premium for well-maintained examples in good condition.
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