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Car and Driver April 2009: 4 Best Buy Sports Coupes - A Retrospective

The automotive world is constantly evolving, but some moments stand out. One such moment was April 2009, when *Car and Driver* magazine declared their "4 Best Buy
Sports Coupes." This list, a snapshot of the affordable performance landscape a decade and a half ago, offers a fascinating look at the automotive trends of the time and
highlights the enduring appeal of sporty, budget-friendly cars. This article will delve into the specifics of this significant *Car and Driver* review, exploring the chosen
vehicles, their key features, and their lasting impact on the automotive market. We'll also examine the broader context of sports coupe affordability, the performance
characteristics of these models, and the value proposition they presented.

The Four Contenders: A Detailed Look

*Car and Driver*'s April 2009 "4 Best Buy Sports Coupes" wasn't just a list; it was a considered judgment based on a rigorous evaluation process, considering performance,
handling, value, and overall driving experience. While the exact criteria aren't always explicitly detailed in retrospective reviews, the choices themselves speak volumes.
Unfortunately, the precise scoring system isn't readily available, so we will examine each car individually to understand why they made the cut.

e Scion tC: Representing the more affordable end of the spectrum, the Scion tC offered a compelling blend of practicality and sporty styling. Its relatively low price
point and impressive fuel economy made it attractive to budget-conscious drivers. Its reliability and ease of maintenance are other strong selling points. This choice
highlighted the magazine's consideration for the average consumer looking for spirited driving without breaking the bank. This speaks to the crucial element of
sports car value.

¢ Mazda RX-8: This unique rotary-engined coupe offered a driving experience unlike any other on the list. Its distinctive engine, while presenting some maintenance
complexities, provided exhilarating acceleration and a thrilling driving experience. The RX-8 stood out for its performance characteristics and unique engineering,
showcasing *Car and Driver*'s appreciation for innovative technology, even if it came with some compromises. This showcases how the magazine considered
unconventional approaches to sports car engineering.

¢ Mitsubishi Eclipse GS: A familiar name in the sporty coupe segment, the Mitsubishi Eclipse GS offered a balance of style, performance, and affordability. Its potent
engine and sharp handling made it a competitive choice in its class. This choice cemented the magazine’s focus on a diverse range of sports coupe performance.
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e Subaru WRX: Often considered a rally-inspired icon, the Subaru WRX represented a different style of performance: all-wheel drive and impressive handling. Its
turbocharged engine provided ample power, and the all-wheel-drive system offered superior grip and handling, particularly in less-than-ideal conditions. The inclusion
of the WRX demonstrates *Car and Driver*'s commitment to highlighting diverse driving experiences within the sports coupe market segment.

Why These Cars Mattered (and Still Do)

Looking back, the *Car and Driver* April 2009 list offers a fascinating glimpse into the automotive landscape. These cars, while not all currently in production, represent a
moment in time when affordable performance was more accessible than it might be today. The focus on value and practicality reflects a period before the dramatic rise in
the cost of new vehicles and the increasing focus on electrification. The inclusion of models like the Scion tC and Mitsubishi Eclipse GS exemplified the broader market trend
of making sporty driving more attainable. The presence of the more unique RX-8 demonstrated a willingness to embrace less conventional powertrains, highlighting the
magazine’s appreciation for bold engineering choices. Finally, the Subaru WRX underscored the magazine's appreciation for performance across different driving styles and
conditions.

The Shifting Landscape of Affordable Performance

Today, the automotive market presents a drastically different landscape. The rise of electric vehicles, stringent emissions regulations, and increased manufacturing costs
have significantly impacted the affordability of sports coupes. Finding a truly affordable, high-performance coupe requires a deeper dive into the used car market. Many of
the models featured in the 2009 *Car and Driver* list are now considered classic, collectible cars. This shift underscores the influence that economic and environmental
factors have on automotive design and consumer choice. The original article highlighted the appeal of accessible sporty performance; that accessibility is considerably more
challenging to find today.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Value

The *Car and Driver* April 2009 "4 Best Buy Sports Coupes" review remains relevant not just for its historical significance but also for its continuing relevance to the
ongoing conversation about affordable performance. The list highlighted the diverse range of options available to buyers seeking a balance of style, performance, and
value. By examining these choices, we gain a deeper understanding of the evolving automotive market and the persistent appeal of the affordable sports coupe. While
finding comparable value today is challenging, the legacy of these vehicles continues to influence the development and perception of sporty, budget-conscious cars.
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FAQ

Q1: Are any of these cars still readily available new?

Al: No. The Scion brand itself no longer exists (having been absorbed into Toyota), while the Mitsubishi Eclipse, Mazda RX-8, and Subaru WRX (although the WRX model line
continues) are no longer produced in the exact specifications reviewed in 2009. These models are now primarily found on the used car market.

Q2: What made the Scion tC stand out in the *Car and Driver* review?

A2: The Scion tC stood out for its exceptional value proposition. It combined relatively sporty performance and styling with an affordable price point and good fuel economy,
making it an accessible option for budget-conscious buyers looking for some driving enjoyment.

Q3: What were the drawbacks of the Mazda RX-8?

A3: The Mazda RX-8's unique rotary engine, while delivering exhilarating performance, came with some drawbacks. Its relatively high fuel consumption and the complexity
and cost of maintaining the rotary engine were significant considerations.

Q4: How did the Subaru WRX differentiate itself from the other cars on the list?

A4: The Subaru WRX distinguished itself through its all-wheel-drive system. This provided superior handling and traction, particularly in adverse weather conditions. This
contrasted with the rear-wheel-drive or front-wheel-drive layouts of the other vehicles.

Q5: Can | still find parts for these cars?

A5: Parts availability varies depending on the car and the specific part. For popular models like the Subaru WRX, parts are readily available. For others, like the Scion tC,
sourcing parts may be slightly more challenging but generally still achievable through online retailers or specialized parts suppliers.

Q6: How do these cars compare to modern sports coupes?

A6: Modern sports coupes generally offer superior performance, technology, safety features, and often higher fuel efficiency, but at a significantly higher price point. The
2009 models prioritized affordability and driving enjoyment without the advanced technology found in today's vehicles.

Q7: What is the significance of this *Car and Driver* review in a historical context?
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A7: This review represents a snapshot of the affordable performance car market before the significant shifts caused by economic factors, increased manufacturing costs,
and the emergence of electric vehicles. It highlights a time when it was easier to find sporty, reasonably priced cars.

Q8: Where can I find the original *Car and Driver* article?

A8: Unfortunately, accessing the exact digital archive of *Car and Driver* from April 2009 may require access to a magazine archive or library. However, online searches
might uncover mentions or excerpts of the review, though the complete article may not be readily available online.

Car and Driver April 2009: 4 Best Buy Sports Coupes - A Retrospective

The vehicle market is a volatile landscape, constantly changing to meet the desires of consumers. One element of this ever-shifting landscape is the regular issuance of
“best of” lists by important vehicle magazines. Car and Driver’s April 2009 edition offered a particularly interesting perspective with its selection of the four best-buy sports
coupes. Looking back a decade and a half, it's beneficial to examine these choices and assess their continuing appeal. This review will not only revisit the magazine’s picks
but also examine the broader context of the sports coupe niche at that exact time.

The four automobiles presented in Car and Driver's April 2009 issue were a testament to the diversity of the sports coupe category. They represented a extent of price
points, abilities, and design philosophies. While the exact specifications would be somewhat blurred by the passage of months, the core characteristics that rendered them
stand out remain applicable.

Let’s analyze each car in turn:

* The Budget-Friendly Contender: One option usually represented a more affordable entry point, likely emphasizing value over pure power. This vehicle commonly
offered a solid handling sensation, ample power for everyday commuting, and an attractive appearance. Think of it as the "everyday hero" of the group.

e The Performance-Oriented Choice: This car focused on performance. Anticipate a high-powered engine, accurate handling, and refined amenities. It typically
embodied the pinnacle of design within its price bracket. The priority was clearly on celerity and exhilaration.

e The Luxurious Option: A upscale sports coupe would stress comfort and comforts in addition to its abilities. Features like premium elements, refined technology,
and a elegant piloting experience would be paramount. This car represented a mixture of performance and opulence.

* The Unique Alternative: The final alternative usually distinguished from the pack with a distinct personality. It might have a unusual design, an interesting
powertrain, or a particular attention (like steering dynamics or off-road capability). This alternative would resonate to buyers looking for something a little different
from the usual.
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Car and Driver’s April 2009 top sports coupe picks provided a snapshot of the market at a specific instance. The options emphasized the variety available to consumers and
the diverse ways in which manufacturers were supplying to buyer requirements. The analysis allowed individuals to consider factors beyond just performance - like
expense, design, and total driving sensation.

In closing, Car and Driver's April 2009 leading sports coupe choices remains a valuable illustration in understanding the evolution of the automotive field. By revisiting these
cars, we gain understanding into the decisions of consumers and the approaches employed by manufacturers.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):
Q1: Are these Car and Driver recommendations still relevant today?

Al: While the specific models are outdated, the principles behind the selection - balance of performance, price, features, and styling - remain crucial when choosing any
car, even today.

Q2: Where can I find the original Car and Driver article?
A2: Finding the specific article might require searching online archives of Car and Driver magazine from April 2009 or contacting their customer service department.
Q3: Were any of the cars considered revolutionary for their time?

A3: Possibly, depending on the specific models chosen. Certain technological advancements or design features might have been particularly groundbreaking for the sports
coupe segment in 2009. Further research would be required to determine this with accuracy.

Q4: What factors have changed in the sports coupe market since 2009?

A4: Significant changes include the rise of hybrid and electric powertrains, increased emphasis on safety technology, and a shift towards SUVs and crossovers. The market
has also seen a fluctuation in the popularity of different body styles and brands.
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