
Passing The City University
Of New York Mathematics
Skills Assessment Test

Conquer the CUNY Math
Skills Assessment Test:
Your Comprehensive Guide
Navigating the City University of New York (CUNY) system often
begins with the CUNY Math Skills Assessment Test (MSAT). This
crucial exam determines your placement in mathematics
courses, significantly impacting your academic journey. This
comprehensive guide will equip you with the strategies and
knowledge necessary to not only pass the CUNY MSAT but to
excel, setting you on the path to success in your chosen
program. We’ll cover key areas like MSAT practice tests,
arithmetic skills, algebraic concepts, and test-taking
strategies, providing you with a roadmap to conquering this
important hurdle.
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Understanding the CUNY Math Skills
Assessment Test
The CUNY MSAT is designed to assess your foundational
mathematical skills. It's not a measure of your overall
intelligence or potential, but rather a gauge of your
preparedness for college-level math courses. The test covers a
range of topics, primarily focusing on arithmetic, pre-algebra,
and elementary algebra. A strong understanding of these areas
is essential for passing the exam. The specific content and
format can vary slightly depending on the CUNY college, so it's
always wise to check with your chosen institution for the most
up-to-date information. However, the core principles remain
consistent across all CUNY campuses.

Key Areas of Focus for MSAT Success
Success on the CUNY MSAT hinges on mastering several key
areas. Let's break them down:

### Arithmetic Skills: The Foundation of Mathematical
Proficiency

The CUNY MSAT heavily emphasizes arithmetic. This includes:

Operations with integers: Addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division of whole numbers, fractions,
and decimals. You should be comfortable working with
negative numbers and understanding order of operations
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(PEMDAS/BODMAS). Practice solving problems involving
mixed numbers and converting between fractions,
decimals, and percentages.

Ratio and Proportion: Understanding ratios,
proportions, and how to solve problems using these
concepts is critical. Practice setting up and solving
proportions, and understanding the relationship between
ratios and fractions.

Percentages: Calculating percentages, percentage
increase/decrease, and solving problems involving
percentages is a significant component of the test.
Master these concepts thoroughly.

### Algebraic Concepts: Stepping Beyond the Basics

While arithmetic forms the bedrock, the MSAT also tests your
understanding of basic algebraic concepts:

Solving Linear Equations: You need to be proficient in
solving linear equations with one or more variables. This
includes simplifying expressions, isolating variables, and
understanding the properties of equality.

Working with Inequalities: Understanding and solving
linear inequalities is another important skill. Remember
to consider the impact of multiplying or dividing by a
negative number when solving inequalities.

Graphing Linear Equations: You should be able to
graph linear equations in the coordinate plane. This
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includes understanding slope, intercepts, and how to
represent linear relationships visually.

### Geometry and Measurement: A Smaller but Significant
Component

While not as heavily weighted as arithmetic and algebra, basic
geometry and measurement concepts will appear on the MSAT.
Focus on:

Basic Shapes: Understanding the properties of common
shapes such as triangles, rectangles, circles, and squares.

Area and Perimeter: Calculating the area and
perimeter of these shapes is crucial.

Volume: Understanding basic volume calculations,
particularly for rectangular prisms and cubes, will prove
beneficial.

Effective Strategies for MSAT
Preparation
Passing the CUNY MSAT isn't just about content knowledge; it's
about effective test-taking strategies.

Practice, Practice, Practice: Utilize MSAT practice
tests extensively. This allows you to familiarize yourself
with the format, identify your weaknesses, and improve
your time management skills. Many online resources and
prep books offer practice materials.
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Time Management: The MSAT is timed, so practice
working under pressure. Allocate time strategically to
each section, ensuring you don't spend too long on any
one problem.

Identify Weaknesses: After each practice test, analyze
your performance to identify areas needing improvement.
Focus your study efforts on those specific weaknesses.

Seek Help When Needed: Don't hesitate to seek help
from tutors, professors, or online resources if you're
struggling with specific concepts.

Beyond the Test: The Importance of
Mathematical Proficiency
Passing the CUNY MSAT is not merely a gatekeeper to college;
it’s a reflection of your foundational math skills, which are
essential for success in many academic disciplines and careers.
Strong mathematical reasoning skills improve problem-solving
abilities, critical thinking, and analytical skills – highly valued
attributes in today’s world. Even if your chosen field doesn't
directly involve advanced mathematics, a solid mathematical
foundation will serve you well.

Conclusion
Conquering the CUNY Math Skills Assessment Test is achievable
with dedicated preparation and a strategic approach. By
focusing on mastering the core concepts of arithmetic, algebra,
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and basic geometry, and by utilizing effective test-taking
strategies, you can significantly improve your chances of
success. Remember, the MSAT is a measure of your current
skills, and with consistent effort, you can build the
mathematical proficiency needed not only to pass the exam but
to thrive in your college studies.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: What happens if I don’t pass the CUNY MSAT?

A1: If you don't pass the MSAT, you'll likely be placed in a
developmental mathematics course. This is designed to help
you build the necessary skills before progressing to college-
level mathematics. While it might add time to your overall
degree completion, it provides valuable support to ensure your
success in subsequent courses.

Q2: Are there any resources available to help me
prepare for the MSAT?

A2: Yes, many resources are available! CUNY colleges often
offer workshops and tutoring services specifically for the MSAT.
Additionally, numerous online resources, including practice
tests and study guides, can be found. Check your college’s
website and explore online learning platforms.

Q3: How long is the CUNY MSAT?

A3: The exact length varies slightly depending on the specific
CUNY college, but generally, it's within a timeframe of 60 to 90
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minutes. It’s crucial to manage your time effectively during the
test.

Q4: What type of calculator can I use on the CUNY
MSAT?

A4: This depends on the specific CUNY college and the version
of the test you're taking. Some allow basic calculators, while
others may not allow any calculators at all. Always check with
your college for the permitted calculator policy.

Q5: What is the passing score on the CUNY MSAT?

A5: There isn't a single "passing score" that applies universally
across all CUNY colleges. Each college sets its own cut-off
score, which determines placement in math courses. Check the
specific requirements of your intended college.

Q6: Can I retake the CUNY MSAT?

A6: Yes, typically you can retake the MSAT if you don't achieve
the required score. The policies regarding retakes may vary
slightly among CUNY colleges, so review the specific
regulations of your institution.

Q7: What topics are *not* covered on the MSAT?

A7: The MSAT generally does *not* cover advanced algebra,
trigonometry, calculus, or other higher-level mathematics
topics. It focuses primarily on foundational arithmetic and
elementary algebra.
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Q8: Is the MSAT adaptive?

A8: The CUNY MSAT is not generally considered an adaptive
test. The questions are usually presented in a fixed order,
unlike some standardized tests that adjust the difficulty based
on your previous answers.

Conquering the CUNY Math Skills Assessment Test: Your
Comprehensive Guide

The City University of New York (CUNY) Mathematics Skills
Assessment Test (MSAT) can feel like a daunting hurdle for
prospective students. This evaluation is designed to gauge your
preparedness for college-level mathematics courses, and a
successful outcome is often essential for admission to many
CUNY programs. This article will offer you a detailed strategy
for tackling the MSAT, helping you convert apprehension into
confidence and ultimately secure a passing score.

Understanding the Beast: What the MSAT Entails

The MSAT isn't a straightforward arithmetic quiz. It's designed
to gauge your comprehension of fundamental mathematical
ideas, emphasizing problem-solving skills rather than rote
remembering. The test covers a wide spectrum of topics
including:

Arithmetic: Fractions, ratios, proportions, and operations
with integers, percentages. Expect applied problems that
require you to interpret wording into mathematical
expressions.
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Algebra: Solving algebraic expressions and inequalities,
plotting linear equations, working with powers and
polynomials, and understanding functions and their
graphs. This section will demand a solid foundation in
algebraic manipulation.
Geometry: Calculating areas, volumes, and perimeters
of shapes; understanding angles and their connections;
and using the Pythagorean theorem. You'll face both
theoretical and applied geometry questions.

The MSAT isn't about velocity, but about accuracy. While time
control is important, focusing on grasping the problem before
attempting a solution is far more important.

Crafting Your Success Strategy: Preparation and
Practice

Preparing for the MSAT demands a systematic approach. Here’s
a phased guide:

1. Self-Assessment: Fairly gauge your current knowledge.
Identify your assets and, more importantly, your weaknesses.
This introspection will help you focus your revision efforts
effectively.

2. Targeted Study: Use a reliable resource, such as a
textbook specifically designed for the CUNY MSAT or other pre-
algebra textbooks. Focus on the topics mentioned above,
paying particular attention to areas where you feel less
confident.
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3. Practice, Practice, Practice: Solving numerous questions
is vital for achievement. Use mock tests to simulate the actual
test environment and to identify any remaining weaknesses.
Many online resources offer questions.

4. Seek Help When Needed: Don't delay to seek assistance if
you’re having difficulty with certain concepts. CUNY often offers
preparation workshops, or you could consider tutoring options.

5. Time Management: During the test, assign your time
carefully. Don't spend too long on any one problem if you're
confused. Proceed to other problems and return to the difficult
ones later if you have time.

Beyond the Numbers: The Broader Benefits of Math
Proficiency

Passing the MSAT isn't just about getting into CUNY; it's about
developing valuable skills. Critical thinking skills are priceless in
many aspects of life, from personal finance to career
advancement. Mastering mathematics can improve your
thinking skills and build self-esteem.

Conclusion

The CUNY MSAT may seem frightening at first, but with
determined study and a clever approach, it's entirely
conquerable. By understanding the test's layout, focusing on
your weak areas, and practicing extensively, you can
significantly raise your chances of passing. Remember, passing
is within your reach – seize the opportunity and show your
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mathematical skill.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What happens if I don't pass the MSAT? If you don't
pass, you might be needed to take a remedial math course
before enrolling in college-level math courses.

2. Is there a time limit for the MSAT? Yes, there’s a set time
limit, so effective time management is key.

3. Can I use a calculator on the MSAT? The use of
calculators is usually not allowed on the MSAT; however, it's
best to verify this with the specific instructions provided by
CUNY.

4. Where can I find practice MSAT tests? Many websites
and study guides offer sample questions specifically designed
for the CUNY MSAT. Check the official CUNY website for links.
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