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Obama's Education Blueprint: Researchers Examine
the Evidence (NEPC, 2010-11-01)
The Obama administration's ambitious education reform agenda, launched in the early 2010s, generated considerable
debate and scrutiny. A key element of this analysis came from the New England Public Policy Center (NEPC) with their
report examining the evidence base supporting the blueprint. This article delves into the NEPC's 2010 assessment of
President Obama's education initiatives, exploring its key findings, methodologies, and lasting impact on educational
policy discussions surrounding Race to the Top, No Child Left Behind, and the overall push for educational
accountability. We will also examine the evidence-based policymaking advocated by the report and its implications.

Introduction: A Critical Look at Reform
President Obama's education blueprint aimed to transform American education, addressing longstanding issues of
achievement gaps, inadequate teacher preparation, and insufficient accountability systems. The NEPC report, released in
November 2010, provided a timely and crucial independent evaluation of the early evidence supporting these reforms. It
wasn't simply a celebratory endorsement; instead, it offered a nuanced and critical examination, identifying both
promising strategies and areas requiring further attention. This proactive approach to evaluating policy – using data to
inform decisions – underscored the importance of evidence-based policymaking in the educational sphere.
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Key Findings of the NEPC Report
The NEPC report didn't offer a simple "pass" or "fail" judgment on Obama's education plan. Instead, it dissected various
aspects, offering data-driven insights. Several key findings emerged:

Race to the Top's Impact: The report carefully analyzed the early data surrounding the Race to the Top grant
program, a key component of the Obama education initiative designed to incentivize states to adopt reforms.
While acknowledging the program's potential, the NEPC cautioned against drawing premature conclusions about its
long-term effectiveness, highlighting the need for longitudinal studies to assess sustained impacts. This emphasis
on long-term assessment reflects a crucial aspect of evidence-based policymaking.

Teacher Quality: The report emphasized the critical role of effective teachers and highlighted the need for
improved teacher preparation and ongoing professional development. The NEPC stressed that simply increasing
accountability measures wasn't sufficient; investment in teacher training and support systems was crucial for
meaningful improvement.

Accountability and Assessment: The report examined the effectiveness of various accountability systems,
including standardized testing. While acknowledging the role of assessment in monitoring progress, it cautioned
against an overreliance on high-stakes testing, advocating for a more balanced approach that incorporates
multiple measures of student learning and achievement.

Equity and Achievement Gaps: The report recognized the persistent achievement gaps between different
student subgroups and highlighted the need for targeted interventions to address these disparities. It emphasized
the importance of equitable resource allocation and culturally responsive teaching practices to ensure that all
students have the opportunity to succeed.

Methodology and Limitations
The NEPC report employed a rigorous methodology, drawing upon a wide range of data sources, including existing
research, government reports, and state-level data on education reforms. This multi-faceted approach allowed for a
more comprehensive understanding of the complex issues at play. However, the report itself acknowledged certain
limitations. Given the relatively early stage of implementation for many of the Obama administration's education
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initiatives, the available data were often limited in scope and time frame. This underscores the ongoing need for further
research and evaluation to fully assess the long-term impacts of these reforms.

Implications and Lasting Impact
The NEPC report served as a valuable resource for policymakers, educators, and researchers, providing a data-driven
analysis of the Obama administration's education agenda. Its emphasis on evidence-based policymaking had a lasting
impact, shaping subsequent debates and influencing the development of future education policies. The report's call for
rigorous evaluation and longitudinal studies has become a cornerstone of educational research, ensuring that future
reforms are grounded in robust empirical evidence. The focus on teacher quality, equitable resource allocation, and a
balanced approach to accountability continues to inform ongoing discussions about improving educational outcomes.

Conclusion: The Ongoing Pursuit of Educational Excellence
The NEPC's 2010 report provided a critical yet constructive evaluation of President Obama's ambitious education
blueprint. While celebrating the potential of initiatives like Race to the Top, the report importantly emphasized the need
for rigorous evaluation and a nuanced understanding of the complex challenges facing American education. Its lasting
contribution lies in its advocacy for evidence-based policymaking and its sustained focus on improving teacher quality,
addressing equity gaps, and creating a more balanced approach to accountability. The pursuit of educational excellence
remains an ongoing journey, one that necessitates continuous research, critical analysis, and a commitment to data-
driven decision-making.

FAQ
Q1: What was the main focus of the NEPC's 2010 report on Obama's education plan?

A1: The NEPC's main focus was to critically examine the early evidence supporting the various components of President
Obama's education reform agenda, including Race to the Top, teacher quality initiatives, and accountability systems. It
aimed to provide data-driven insights rather than simply endorsing or criticizing the plan.

Q2: Did the NEPC report fully endorse Obama's education policies?
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A2: No, the report offered a nuanced assessment, highlighting both promising aspects and areas needing improvement.
It cautioned against drawing premature conclusions based on limited early data and emphasized the need for ongoing
evaluation and research.

Q3: What methodology did the NEPC use in its analysis?

A3: The NEPC employed a multi-faceted methodology, drawing upon existing research, government reports, state-level
data, and other relevant sources. This comprehensive approach aimed to provide a robust and well-rounded analysis.

Q4: What were some of the limitations of the NEPC report?

A4: The main limitation was the relatively early stage of implementation of many Obama's initiatives. The available data
were therefore limited in scope and timeframe, preventing definitive conclusions about long-term impacts.

Q5: How did the NEPC report influence subsequent education policies?

A5: The report's emphasis on evidence-based policymaking significantly influenced subsequent debates and the
development of future education policies. Its call for rigorous evaluation and longitudinal studies shaped the approach to
educational research and reform.

Q6: What is the significance of the report in the context of evidence-based policymaking?

A6: The report serves as a prime example of evidence-based policymaking in action. It highlights the importance of
using data to inform policy decisions, rather than relying on ideology or unsubstantiated claims. Its call for continuous
evaluation set a standard for future educational reform efforts.

Q7: What are some of the key takeaways from the report for educators?

A7: Educators can learn the importance of continuous professional development, the need for culturally responsive
teaching, and the value of a balanced approach to assessment that goes beyond high-stakes testing. The report
emphasizes the critical role of teachers in student success.

Q8: How does this report relate to current education debates?
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A8: Many of the issues raised in the 2010 NEPC report—teacher quality, equity, accountability, and the effectiveness of
large-scale reforms—remain central to contemporary discussions about improving education. The report’s emphasis on
evidence-based decision-making continues to be relevant as policymakers grapple with these complex issues.

Deconstructing the Obama Education Blueprint: A Retrospective
Analysis of NEPC's 2010 Report
The Obama administration's education plan was a monumental undertaking, aiming to reform American education. A key
document in understanding this effort is the New America Foundation's (then known as the New Education Policy Center,
or NEPC) November 1st, 2010 report, "The Obama Education Blueprint: Researchers Examine the Evidence." This paper
provided a critical assessment of the suggested reforms, evaluating the available evidence for their efficacy. This article
will delve into the report's main conclusions, evaluating its relevance in light of subsequent changes in the American
education environment.

The NEPC report didn't simply support the Obama administration's agenda. Instead, it adopted a thorough approach,
assessing the empirical information underlying the proposed reforms. This encompassed a variety of elements, from
kindergarten to higher education. The report specifically emphasized the effect of increased funding, accountability
measures, and instructional effectiveness.

One of the report's key arguments was the importance of effective teachers. The authors highlighted that bettering
teacher preparation and offering teachers with enhanced assistance were vital for achieving educational targets. This
wasn't just a matter of higher salaries, but also of professional development, coaching initiatives, and robust assessment
processes that focused on growth rather than simply sanction.

Another major conclusion related to the importance of accountability. The report acknowledged the necessity for
measures to verify that schools were operating effectively, but it also cautioned against an overdependence on high-
stakes testing. The researchers asserted that a holistic approach, which included diverse metrics of student success, was
more effective. This included assessments of participation, critical thinking skills, and creativity.

The report also examined the challenges of putting into practice these reforms. It pointed out the complexity of altering
a large and complicated system like the American education structure. The authors acknowledged that successful reform



The Obama Education Blueprint Researchers Examine The Evidence Nepc 2010 11 01

The Obama Education Blueprint Researchers Examine The Evidence Nepc 2010 11 01
6

would require partnership between national organizations, state and municipal authorities, and schools.

Looking back, the NEPC report offers valuable understandings into the objectives and obstacles of the Obama
administration's education initiative. While some of the proposed reforms were effectively implemented, others faced
significant resistance. The report's focus on the criticality of effective teaching and a balanced approach to accountability
remains highly relevant today. The report serves as a reminder that educational reform is a complicated and never-
ending process that requires perpetual work, partnership, and a resolve to evidence-based methods.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What was the main argument of the NEPC report on the Obama education blueprint?

A1: The report provided a critical analysis of the Obama administration's education proposals, evaluating the existing
evidence for their effectiveness. It emphasized the importance of high-quality teachers, a balanced approach to
accountability, and the challenges of implementing large-scale educational reforms.

Q2: Did the NEPC report fully support the Obama administration's education plan?

A2: No, the report offered a critical and evidence-based assessment. While it acknowledged the importance of the
administration's goals, it also highlighted potential challenges and shortcomings in the proposed reforms.

Q3: What are some key policy recommendations from the report that are still relevant today?

A3: The report's emphasis on teacher quality, a holistic approach to accountability, and the need for collaboration
among various stakeholders remain highly relevant in current education policy debates.

Q4: How did the NEPC report contribute to the discussion surrounding education reform?

A4: The report provided a rigorous, evidence-based analysis that influenced the discourse on education reform by
highlighting both the potential benefits and challenges of the Obama administration’s plan, informing subsequent policy
discussions and research.
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