
Deerskins Into Buckskins How To Tan With
Brains Soap Or Eggs 2nd Edition

Deerskins into Buckskins: How to Tan with
Brains, Soap, or Eggs (2nd Edition)

Transforming raw deerskin into supple, durable buckskin is a rewarding process steeped in
tradition. This comprehensive guide, a second edition reflecting updated techniques and insights,

explores the age-old methods of brain tanning, soap tanning, and egg tanning, detailing each
process to help you achieve premium quality buckskin. We'll delve into the nuances of each

method, highlighting their benefits and drawbacks, to help you choose the best approach for your
needs and skill level. Understanding the transformation of deerskins into buckskins using these
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natural methods will equip you with a valuable skill and a deeper appreciation for traditional
craftsmanship.

Introduction: The Allure of Natural Tanning
The process of turning a raw deerskin into buckskin has captivated people for centuries. Long

before commercial tanning methods, indigenous cultures around the world perfected techniques
using readily available materials like brains, soap, and even eggs. This "2nd Edition" guide builds

upon established practices, offering refined techniques and troubleshooting tips to ensure a
successful tanning experience, whether you're a seasoned leatherworker or a curious beginner.

From preparing the hide to achieving the final softness and suppleness, we'll provide the step-by-
step instructions needed to transform deerskins into buckskins. The focus on natural tanning

methods offers a sustainable and environmentally friendly alternative to commercial processes.

Brain Tanning: The Traditional Method
Brain tanning, often considered the gold standard, utilizes the natural enzymes found in animal

brains to break down the collagen fibers in the hide. This results in incredibly soft, durable
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buckskin with exceptional water resistance. The process involves several key steps:

Preparation: Proper fleshing and cleaning of the hide are crucial. Remove all excess fat
and flesh to ensure even tanning.

Brain Application: The brains (preferably from the same animal) are mixed with water to
create a creamy mixture that's thoroughly worked into the hide.

Process and Timing: The hide needs sufficient time to soak in the brain mixture, allowing
the enzymes to work their magic. This process can take several days or even weeks,

depending on temperature and the thickness of the hide.
Smoke Tanning (Optional): For enhanced water resistance and a unique aroma, the

tanned hide can be smoke-tanned.

Pros: Exceptional softness, durability, and water resistance.

Cons: Requires sourcing and handling of animal brains, a time-consuming process.
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Soap Tanning: A More Accessible Alternative
Soap tanning offers a more accessible and less time-consuming alternative to brain tanning.

While not yielding quite the same softness as brain-tanned buckskin, soap tanning produces a
durable and usable leather.

Materials: Gentle, natural soaps, like castile soap, are ideal. Avoid harsh detergents.
Process: The soap is dissolved in warm water and then worked into the hide. Regular

flexing and stretching are important throughout the process to prevent stiffness.
Finishing: Thorough rinsing and conditioning are crucial to remove any soap residue.

Pros: Easier to obtain materials, faster than brain tanning.

Cons: May not produce the same level of softness or water resistance as brain tanning.
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Egg Tanning: A Unique and Sustainable Approach
Egg tanning, a less common method, uses the proteins and fats in egg yolks to help soften and

preserve the hide. This method is environmentally friendly and suitable for smaller hides.

Preparation: Separate the yolks from the whites. Only the yolks are used in this process.
Application: The egg yolks are mixed with water and applied to the hide. The process

requires regular manipulation and thorough rinsing.
Drying: Careful drying is crucial to prevent cracking.

Pros: Environmentally friendly, readily available materials, suitable for smaller hides.

Cons: Requires a large number of eggs, not as durable as brain or soap tanning.

Choosing the Right Method for Your Needs: Deerskins



Deerskins Into Buckskins How To Tan With Brains Soap Or Eggs 2nd Edition

Deerskins Into Buckskins How To Tan With Brains Soap Or Eggs 2nd Edition
6

into Buckskins
The best method for tanning deerskins into buckskins depends on your priorities, resource

availability, and experience level. Brain tanning provides superior results but requires significant
time and effort. Soap tanning provides a good balance of ease and quality, while egg tanning

offers a sustainable option for smaller projects. Consider these factors when making your choice.

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Bucksking
Learning to tan deerskins into buckskin is a journey into traditional craftsmanship, providing a

deep connection to the past while creating something unique and valuable. Whether you choose
brain tanning, soap tanning, or egg tanning, remember that patience and attention to detail are

crucial for success. This comprehensive guide, our 2nd Edition, aims to equip you with the
knowledge and techniques necessary to achieve excellent results, empowering you to create

your own beautiful and durable buckskin.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Where can I source animal brains for brain tanning?

A1: Sourcing brains ethically and legally is crucial. If hunting, you can use the brains from your
harvest. Check with your local game processing facilities to see if they can provide you with

brains, or connect with other hunters or butchers.

Q2: Can I use any type of soap for soap tanning?

A2: No, avoid harsh detergents and synthetic soaps. Use mild, natural soaps like castile soap,
which are less likely to damage the hide.

Q3: How long does the entire tanning process take?

A3: The time varies greatly depending on the method and the size of the hide. Brain tanning can
take several weeks, soap tanning a few days, and egg tanning a few days to a week.

Q4: How can I prevent the buckskin from becoming stiff?



Deerskins Into Buckskins How To Tan With Brains Soap Or Eggs 2nd Edition

Deerskins Into Buckskins How To Tan With Brains Soap Or Eggs 2nd Edition
8

A4: Regular working and stretching of the hide are essential throughout the tanning process,
regardless of the method. Conditioning the finished buckskin also helps maintain its suppleness.

Q5: Can I use commercially tanned leather alongside my handcrafted buckskin in a
project?

A5: Yes, you can combine commercially tanned leather with your hand-tanned buckskin. Just be
aware that the properties and textures may differ.

Q6: What are the best tools for working with deerskins?

A6: Essential tools include a fleshing beam, fleshing knife, a scraping tool, and various containers
for mixing and soaking.

Q7: What are some common mistakes to avoid when tanning?

A7: Common mistakes include improper cleaning, uneven application of tanning materials, and
insufficient working of the hide, leading to stiff or unevenly tanned leather.
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Q8: How do I store my finished buckskin?

A8: Store your finished buckskin in a cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight and moisture.
Consider using acid-free tissue paper between folds to prevent sticking.

Deerskins into Buckskins: How to Tan with Brains, Soap, or Eggs – 2nd Edition

Transforming raw deerskins into pliable buckskins is an ancient skill that connects us to our
ancestral past. This manual, the second edition of "Deerskins into Buckskins: How to Tan with

Brains, Soap, or Eggs," offers a thorough exploration of this fascinating process, expanding upon
the original with updated techniques and enhanced clarity. Whether you're a experienced

outdoorsman, a avid leatherworker, or simply curious about traditional methods, this resource
will provide you with the knowledge and certainty to successfully tan your own hides.

The process of tanning, fundamentally, involves changing the structure of the skin to stop decay
and make it long-lasting. This release meticulously describes three primary methods: brain

tanning, soap tanning, and egg tanning. Each technique offers distinct advantages and
drawbacks, creating the selection a question of individual selection and obtainable supplies.



Deerskins Into Buckskins How To Tan With Brains Soap Or Eggs 2nd Edition

Deerskins Into Buckskins How To Tan With Brains Soap Or Eggs 2nd Edition
10

Brain Tanning: The Traditional Approach

Brain tanning, considered the most authentic method, utilizes the enzymes present in animal
brains to soften the hide. The method requires a meticulous series of steps, beginning with

adequate cleaning and fleshing of the skin. The brains are then meticulously treated and mixed
to the hide, permitting the enzymes to degrade tough collagen fibers. This technique creates a

exceptionally soft and tough buckskin, highly valued for its excellence. This edition offers
enhanced instructions on brain treatment and application, addressing common challenges.

Soap Tanning: A More Accessible Option

Soap tanning provides a easier alternative to brain tanning, needing less unique ingredients. It
depends on the impact of saponified fats and caustic chemicals to disintegrate the collagen. This
method is significantly useful for novices searching for a comparatively straightforward entry to
the craft of tanning. This revised edition details the biochemical mechanisms involved in soap

tanning with more depth, rendering the explanation simpler to understand.

Egg Tanning: A Novel Approach
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Egg tanning is a unusual but just as effective method that utilizes the components contained in
egg yolks and whites. This technique offers a soft approach to tanning, leading in a flexible

buckskin. The revised edition enlarges on the ovum tanning section, offering detailed directions
on several techniques, including alterations using various types of yolks.

Beyond the Tanning Process

The book goes past just the tanning processes themselves. It addresses vital aspects like hide
processing, fleshing techniques, conditioning and pliating methods, and finishing techniques to
achieve the intended level of pliability and durability. The supplement of detailed photographs

and diagrams renders the instructions simple to understand.

In summary, "Deerskins into Buckskins: How to Tan with Brains, Soap, or Eggs – 2nd Edition" is an
indispensable guide for individuals keen in learning the classic skill of tanning. Its thorough

accounts, improved techniques, and understandable instructions render it accessible to
newcomers and experienced practitioners alike.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
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1. What are the principal differences between brain, soap, and egg tanning?

The main distinction rests in the preparing chemicals used. Brain tanning utilizes brain
components, soap tanning employs saponified fats and alkaline chemicals, and egg tanning

employs egg proteins. Each approach produces a moderately distinct result.

2. How long does the tanning process take?

The duration required changes relying on the technique used, the size of the hide, and climate
elements. It can extend from several weeks.

3. What equipment do I require to start tanning?

Necessary materials comprise the hide itself, tanning chemicals (brains, soap, or eggs), several
implements for cleaning and working the hide, and a proper location.

4. Is tanning risky?

While generally unharmed, some tanning approaches involve the employment of agents that can
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be dangerous if not treated adequately. Always adhere to safeguarding precautions and utilize
appropriate safeguarding gear.
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