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Porsche 928: The Essential Buyers
Guide by David Hemmings — A Deep
Dive

The Porsche 928. A grand tourer that defied expectations, blending
luxury and performance in a way few cars have managed. For those
considering buying one, navigating the complexities of this iconic
machine can be daunting. David Hemmings'’ 2014 paperback, "Porsche
928: The Essential Buyers Guide," provides invaluable assistance,
and this article serves as a companion guide, expanding upon its
key insights and offering additional advice for prospective owners.
We’'ll explore its key features, common problems, and what makes
this book such a valuable resource for anyone considering entering
the world of 928 ownership. Keywords we will cover include: Porsche
928 maintenance, 928 engine problems, Porsche 928 value, and
classic car buying guides.

Understanding the Porsche 928: A Legacy of
Innovation

Hemmings' guide isn't just a catalog of specifications; it's a deep
dive into the 928's history, evolution, and the nuances that make
each model year unique. He meticulously details the various
iterations of the car, from the early models with their
revolutionary V8 engines to the later, more refined versions. This
historical context is crucial for understanding the strengths and
weaknesses of specific years and builds. The book provides detailed
information on the various engine types, transmissions, and chassis
variations, allowing buyers to make informed decisions based on
their individual needs and preferences. For example, understanding
the differences between the early, more mechanically



straightforward models and the later, more complex cars equipped
with features like the sophisticated ABS system is critical.

Porsche 928 Maintenance: A Key Consideration

One of the most significant aspects covered in Hemmings' book 1is
the importance of proper maintenance. Owning a classic Porsche,
especially a 928, is not for the faint of heart. The guide
emphasizes preventative maintenance as a cornerstone of ownership.
Porsche 928 maintenance is far from straightforward, and the guide
highlights common areas of concern, such as the transaxle, the
complex cooling system, and the various electronic components
introduced in later model years. Neglecting maintenance can lead to
costly repairs and ultimately diminish the value of the car.
Hemmings underscores the need for specialized knowledge and the
importance of finding a mechanic familiar with the intricacies of
the 928. This isn't just about changing oil; it's about
understanding the unique challenges of maintaining this
sophisticated machine. The book provides valuable insights into
common 928 engine problems, from oil leaks to electrical gremlins,
helping owners anticipate and address potential issues.

Assessing Porsche 928 Value and Market Trends

Hemmings’ book also provides crucial context regarding Porsche 928
value. The 928 market, like any classic car market, is influenced
by several factors: condition, originality, rarity of options, and
overall desirability of specific model years. The guide offers a
realistic perspective on pricing trends and helps prospective
buyers avoid pitfalls like overpaying for a poorly maintained
example. It emphasizes the importance of a thorough pre-purchase
inspection by a qualified mechanic to determine the car’s true
condition and potential future repair costs. Understanding the
fluctuating value of different 928 models is vital, especially
considering the increasing desirability of certain variants among
collectors. The book helps navigate this complex landscape and make
informed financial decisions.

Hemmings' Writing Style and the Book's
Overall Value

"Porsche 928: The Essential Buyers Guide" is written in an
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accessible yet thorough style. Hemmings avoids overly technical
jargon, making the information understandable even for those
without extensive mechanical knowledge. The book effectively blends
technical details with historical context, providing a richer
understanding of the car’s evolution and its place in automotive
history. Beyond the technical specifications and maintenance
advice, the book offers a genuine appreciation for the 928's unique
character and driving experience. It’s more than just a buyer's
guide; it’'s a celebration of an often-overlooked icon. The value of
the book lies not just in its technical detail but also in its
ability to guide prospective owners towards making informed choices
and appreciating the nuances of this remarkable machine. It helps
translate the technical specifications into a practical
understanding of what to expect as an owner, acting as a sort of
translator between the technical manual and the real-world
experience of owning a classic Porsche 928.

Conclusion: A Must-Have for Prospective 928
Owners

David Hemmings’ “Porsche 928: The Essential Buyers Guide” 1is a
critical resource for anyone considering purchasing a Porsche 928.
Its comprehensive coverage of the car's history, mechanical
aspects, and market trends makes it an invaluable tool for
navigating the complexities of classic car ownership. The book
empowers potential buyers to make informed decisions, avoid costly
mistakes, and ultimately appreciate the unique pleasures and
challenges of owning this exceptional grand tourer. By
understanding the nuances discussed within, potential buyers can
embark on their 928 journey with confidence and knowledge, ensuring
a rewarding and enjoyable ownership experience.

FAQ: Addressing Common Concerns About Porsche
928 Ownership

Ql: Are Porsche 928s expensive to maintain?

Al: Yes, maintaining a Porsche 928 can be significantly more
expensive than maintaining a modern car. The complexity of the
engineering, the availability of specialized parts, and the need
for experienced mechanics all contribute to higher maintenance
costs. Preventative maintenance is crucial to mitigating these

Porsche 928 The Essential Buyers Guide By David Hemmings 2014 Paperback
3



costs.
Q2: What are the most common problems with Porsche 928s?

A2: Common issues include problems with the transaxle (especially
in earlier models), cooling system leaks, electrical gremlins
(particularly in later models), and oil leaks from various engine
seals. Hemmings' guide details these problems and offers advice on
how to identify and address them.

Q3: How do I find a reputable mechanic for my Porsche 9287

A3: Finding a mechanic specializing in Porsche, particularly the
928, is crucial. Online forums, Porsche clubs, and recommendations
from other 928 owners are excellent resources for locating
qualified professionals.

Q4: What is the best model year of the Porsche 9287

A4: There's no single "best" year, as each model year offers a
different balance of features and characteristics. The best year
depends on your priorities and budget. Hemmings’ book provides
detailed comparisons to help you decide.

Q5: Are Porsche 928 parts readily available?

A5: While many parts are readily available, some specialized or
less common parts can be difficult to source, and may require
ordering from specialist suppliers or even using parts from other
models. Understanding this is essential when considering ownership.

Q6: What is the average lifespan of a Porsche 928 engine?

A6: With proper maintenance, a Porsche 928 engine can last for many
years and even hundreds of thousands of miles. However, neglecting
maintenance significantly reduces its lifespan.

Q7: How much should I expect to pay for a Porsche 9287

A7: Prices vary greatly depending on condition, model year, and
mileage. Hemmings' guide provides a valuable framework for
understanding market value and avoiding overpaying.

Q8: Can I perform some maintenance myself on a Porsche 9287

A8: While some basic maintenance tasks might be manageable for
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experienced DIY mechanics, many repairs require specialized tools
and knowledge. It's generally advisable to leave complex repairs to
professionals familiar with the 928.

Decoding the Porsche 928: A Deep Dive into
Hemmings' Essential Buyers Guide

The period 2014 saw the arrival of David Hemmings' "Porsche 928:
The Essential Buyers Guide," a valuable resource for anyone
contemplating the purchase of this iconic grand tourer. This

handbook isn't just a compilation of information; it's a
investigation into the essence of a vehicle that defied
expectations and continues to enchant enthusiasts worldwide. This
article will examine the guide's contents, highlighting its virtues
and providing helpful insights for future 928 purchasers.

The publication begins by establishing the context for the 928's
creation. Hemmings expertly relates the story behind Porsche's
choice to replace the iconic 911 with a front-engined coupe, a move
that provoked considerable controversy at the period. He
illuminates the mechanical obstacles overcome and the
groundbreaking technologies utilized in its design. This background
summary is essential to understanding the 928's special
personality.

The majority of the guide is devoted to a detailed examination of
each variant of the 928. Hemmings meticulously details the
progression of the vehicle's styling, technical features, and
characteristics. He doesn't shy away from highlighting possible
concerns, offering valuable advice on what to look for during a
pre-purchase assessment. For instance, he fully addresses the
reliability of the transaxle, a part that has been a cause of
anxiety for some owners.

The guide's power lies in its helpful technique. It's not simply a
mechanical explanation; it’'s a handbook designed to help owners in
making an knowledgeable selection. Hemmings offers tangible
illustrations of typical concerns, along with advice on how to
prevent them. This applied method makes the manual priceless for
anyone truly mulling a 928 purchase.

Furthermore, the book includes copious photographs and

illustrations that complement the text. These images are essential

Porsche 928 The Essential Buyers Guide By David Hemmings 2014 Paperback
5



in comprehending the details of the 928's appearance and mechanical
components. The combination of text and images makes the guide
accessible to people of diverse levels of technical expertise.

In closing, David Hemmings' "Porsche 928: The Essential Buyers
Guide" is a must-have guide for anyone dreaming of owning a Porsche
928. Its comprehensive coverage, practical guidance, and accessible

approach make it an priceless asset for both amateurs and
experienced admirers alike. The book successfully bridges the gap
between technical details and practical application, making it a
genuinely indispensable addition to any 928 collector's library.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Is this book only for prospective buyers? No, the book is also a
valuable resource for current 928 owners, providing detailed
information on maintenance, troubleshooting, and potential
problems.

2. What level of mechanical knowledge is required to understand the
book? The book is written for a broad audience. While it covers
technical aspects, it does so in an accessible way, making it
understandable even for those without extensive mechanical
knowledge.

3. Does the book cover all model years of the 928? Yes, the book
provides a comprehensive overview of all generations and variants
of the Porsche 928, detailing their unique characteristics and
potential issues.

4. Where can I purchase a copy of the book? Used copies can often
be found online through retailers like Amazon or eBay. Checking
with specialist Porsche booksellers may also yield results.
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